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Welcome! 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.   

We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and  
gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.  

We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.  

We’re glad God has called you here today! If you’re a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastor or 
assisting minister. If you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest card, and we’ll be happy 
to send information on how you can get involved at Immanuel. 

Masks are now optional during worship service. 

Facilities 
● Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue. You may park in the lot at any 

time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, see the 
church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass. Parking meters are free until 1:00 P.M. on Sunday. 

● The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door. 

● Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near the 
elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by the elevator. 

● We love having children in worship! Activity bags are available from the ushers. There is a nursery and 
changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed, located downstairs. There are also changing tables in both 
restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher will be happy to direct you. 

● Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment. 

● Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “Immanuel,” password “allarewelcome.” Please 
use the Internet responsibly! 

About Our Worship 
Our Sunday worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper. It has a familiar form each week, but the content changes for each service according to a calendar shared 
with many other Christians. The liturgy is printed in this bulletin. If you’re worshipping via Zoom, please remain 
muted until you get to the part where you will be invited to unmute and participate in some parts of the liturgy, as 
marked by this symbol. ��� = UNMUTE 

Receiving Holy Communion 
We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal because Christ invites you! There is no specific age 
requirement for Communion. There are two options: You may come forward to receive the bread from the 
Pastor and wine or grape juice from the Assisting Minister. The glasses will be pre-poured, with the grape juice 
in the inner circle and wine in the outer circle. Each person will take their own glass from the tray. Empty 
glasses will be collected by the Acolyte. The other option is individually packaged communion with either wine 
or grape juice which you can pick up at the entrance of the sanctuary. The pastor will say “The body of Christ 
given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you” following the singing of the Communion Song. Please 
deposit the cups and wrappers in the trash receptacles as you leave the sanctuary. 
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Gathering:  The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God … 

 
 

 
 

P: Presiding Minister     L: Leader/Assisting Minister      R: Reader     A: Assembly   
☩   All may make the sign of the cross.    

Prelude “Pastorella” BWV 590 by J.S. Bach, “Lo, How a Rose Is Blooming” by Johannes Brahms, and 
    “In Quiet Joy” by Franz Liszt 
 
Honoring the birth of Jesus often brings great joy. As we follow the days of the Christmas season to 
the Day of Epiphany, we are overcome with the blessings that Jesus’ birth unfolded for all of 
creation. For many, the sparkle of our celebrations prevents us from noticing how Christ’s birth 
threatens the prevailing powers. God’s intention to be sovereign through vulnerability is regularly 
challenged by those who value only their own goals and seek to protect them by shutting out 
helpless others, thereby drowning out the call of the One whose perfect love redeemed our 
innocence. 

 
Confession and Forgiveness 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism,  
as the presiding minister begins. 

 
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, Prince of Peace. 
A Amen. 
P Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, 

let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

P Reconciling God, 
A we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. 

We confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized your presence among us; 
we have not always embraced your message of peace. 
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. 
We confess our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; 
our participation in violent systems that harm your innocent ones; 
our reluctance to embody your good news. 
Be born in us today 
and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 

  

On December 28 the church commemorates The Holy Innocents, Martyrs. This rite of remembrance gives us the 
opportunity to remember and reflect on the loss of holy innocents in our own time, especially refugees forced to 
escape their homelands. 
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Gathering Song “Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming” (EST IST EIN ROS)     ELW 272 
You may reverence the cross as it passes you. 
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Greeting and Prayer 

 P To you who are being protected by the power of God through faith: 
  Rejoice! Grace and peace be with you all. 

A  ��� And also with you. 

Kyrie  S147 
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Prayer of the Day 
P     The Lord be with you. 
A     And also with you! 
P Let us pray… 

Pause for a moment of silence… 

P We remember today, O God, the slaughter of the innocent children of Bethlehem by order of 
King Herod. Receive into the arms of your mercy all innocent victims. By your great might 
frustrate the designs of evil tyrants and establish your rule of justice, love, and peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

A Amen. 

Word: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song 
 

Reflection: The Welcome  
Reading:  Micah 5:2-5 

R A reading from Micah. 
1 Now you are walled around with a wall; 
  siege is laid against us; 
 with a rod they strike the ruler of Israel 
  upon the cheek. 
2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth, 
5 and he shall be the one of peace. 
  If the Assyrians come into our land 
  and tread upon our soil, 
 we will raise against them seven shepherds 
  and eight rulers. 

R Here ends the reading. 
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Song “O, Little Town of Bethlehem”     ELW 279 
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Reflection: The Warning                          
Reading:  Matthew 2:1-15 

R A reading from Matthew. 
1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of Abraham. 
  2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of 
Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez the 
father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4 and Aram the father of Aminadab, and 
Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the 
father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed the father of 
Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of King David. 
  And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of 
Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8 and Asaph 
the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father of 
Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the 
father of Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the father of 
Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his brothers, 
at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 
  12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and 
Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the 
father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok 
the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and Eliud the father of Eleazar, and 
Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of 
Joseph the husband of Mary, who bore Jesus, who is called the Messiah. 
  17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from 
David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation to 
Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations. 
  18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from 
the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to 
public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She 
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until 
she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

R Here ends the reading. 
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Song “Joseph Heard a Warning” (PLEADING SAVIOR)   ACS 1060 

 
 

Reflection: The Wilderness                  
Reading:  Matthew 2:16-18 

R A reading from Matthew. 

 16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent 
and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 
according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

R Here ends the reading. 
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Carol “When Our World is Rent By Violence” (FORTUNATUS NEW)   ACS 1052 

 

 

Reflection: The Way to Home                
Reading: Matthew 2:19-23 

R A reading from the Gospel of Matthew. 
19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, 
and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place 
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 
away to the district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a 
Nazarene.” 

R Here ends the reading. 

 



11 
 

Song “In the Bleak Midwinter” (CRANHAM) ELW 294 
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The Closing Prayer 

P Holy God, as you have accompanied your people through times of captivity, wilderness, and 
exile, shelter and sustain all those who flee persecution, oppression, warfare, violence, 
hunger, and poverty. Open our hearts and homes, our gates and doors, so that they find 
safety, peace, and welcome –a place to live in freedom and without fear; through Jesus 
Christ, our refuge and our hope. 

A Amen. 
 
Time of Silence 

A bell will sound to signal a time of silence for reflection. During this time, you may want to meditate on one word from 
the scriptures or from the sermon that stands out to you, asking the Spirit to show you how it applies to your own life. 

When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands. 

The Apostle’s Creed 

L With the whole Church, let us profess our faith. 

A ���I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the ☩ resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

L Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all 
who are in need. 

Brief pause. 

L God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the 
abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do likewise. 
Hear us, O God. 

A ���Your mercy is great. 
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L God of joy, fill our hearts so we can spread love to our neighbors. We pray for our bishops 
Yehiel and Wayne, our pastor Mark, our president Michael, our council, and our justice 
ministries who guide and instruct our communities.. Hear us, O God. 

A Your mercy is great. 

L God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your love. 
Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what we have 
broken. Hear us, O God. 

A Your mercy is great. 

L God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer 
alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve. Hear 
us, O God. 

A Your mercy is great. 

L God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour out your 
compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the palm of your hand. We 
pray especially for Maren Baylaender, Rebecca Bernstein, Serena Bernstein, Tom Couch, Jim 
Jung, Nancy Lang, the family & friends of Jack McDaniel, Elaine Nelson, Shirley Patrick, Joseph 
Sloss, Steve Warner, Marina Yarnoff, and those we name now aloud or in the silence of our 
hearts […]. Hear us, O God. 

A Your mercy is great. 

L God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered your son 
Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted Rachel, comfort all 
who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God. 

A Your mercy is great. 
L And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray? 

The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited. 

L Hear us, O God. 
A Your mercy is great. 
L God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones. Even as we mourn, we offer 

thanks for those who have gone before us, especially The Holy Innocents and Johann Konrad 
Wilhelm Loehe ,trusting in your comfort and protection. Hear us, O God. 

A Your mercy is great. 
P With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting 

in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
A Amen.  

 

Peace 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A ���And also with you. 

Greet one another in the peace of the Risen Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar words. 

The Assembly is seated. 
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Meal:  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ … 
 

Offering     An offering for doing God’s mission, including the care of those in need. 
 

Offering Music        “In Quiet Joy”      By J.M. Bach 

 
Presentation of the Gifts   “Light Shone in Darkness” (LUX IN TENEBRIS)   ELW 307 

 

 

Offering Prayer 

L Let us pray. 

 God of glory, 
great are your wonders among us 
and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, 
through Christ our Savior. 

A Amen 
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The Great Thanksgiving 
Dialogue   S152 

 

 

Preface   The Presiding Minister begins the prayer: 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy    The Assembly joins in singing: 

  S153 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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A  
  

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

A Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

A Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
 

A  
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
A ��� Our Loving God in heaven, Father and Mother of us all,  

hallowed be your name. 
 Your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation 

P God is now in flesh appearing. 
A ��� We come to the feast of joy. 

The Assembly is seated. 
 

Communion Song     Lamb of God           S154 

 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

For those who are communing with the packets or online, the pastor will say “The body of Christ 
given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Those who wish, please come forward as the ushers direct, to assemble around the rail to receive 
communion. Those who are able may kneel. You will receive the bread from the Pastor and wine or 
grape juice from the Assisting Minister. The glasses will be pre-poured, with the grape juice in the 
inner circle and wine in the outer circle. Each person will take their own glass from the tray. Empty 
glasses will be collected by the Acolyte. This will be a continuous communion. 

P  This is the body of Christ, given for you.   
All communing remotely or with individual packets may partake of the bread.  

P   This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
All communing remotely or with individual packets may drink of their cup. 

 When you receive the elements, you may respond by saying, “Amen.” 
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Communion Hymn    “What Feast of Love” (GREENSLEEVES)             ELW 487 

 
 

The Assembly stands as directed. 

Blessing after Communion 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
 strengthen you, and keep you in his grace. 
A ���Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 

L Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 

A ���Amen. 
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Sending:  God blesses us, and sends us in mission to the world … 
 

Blessing 

P The triune God, 
Glorious Mystery, 
Holy Incarnate One, 
Abiding Comforter, 
☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

 A ���Amen. 
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Sending Song “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!” (IN DULCI JUBILO)   ELW 288 
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Dismissal 

L Christ the Savior is born! 
 Go in peace and be agents of peace. 

A ���Thanks be to God! 
 

Postlude  “In Dulci Jubilo” by J.S. Bach 

Please stay for a time of fellowship and announcements immediately following the service in Fellowship Hall. 
Today’s refreshments are hosted by Anne Heider, Steve Warner, and Diane Keely. 

Come enjoy one another’s company and this opportunity for extended fellowship!! 

 

To join coffee hour via Zoom on a smartphone,  
scan with your camera to get the link. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving in worship today… 
Presiding Minister .............................................................................................................................. The Rev. Mark Sloss 
Assisting Minister ............................................................................................................................................ Elora Kloster 
Lector ............................................................................................................................................................... Dana Barron 
Acolyte................................................................................................................................................................. Chris Djuric 
Organist .................................................................................................................................................. Christine Kraemer 
Music Director .......................................................................................................................................... James Morehead 
Table Preparation ............................................................................................................................................ Kit McCarthy 
Zoom Host ......................................................................................................................................................... Jerry Larson 
Audio-Visual Technicians ........................................................................................................................... Kevin McDaniel 
Ushers ................................................................................................................................................... Joe & Terri Simchak 
Counter ........................................................................................................................................................... Steve Warner 
 

CREDITS: Liturgy texts and music from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32867. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Preface for Holy Communion adapted from laughingbird.net. 
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This Week’s Commemorations 
The Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Sunday, December 28, 2025 
This day commemorates the young children killed by Herod in Bethlehem in his jealous attempt to murder the 
baby Jesus, a sobering reminder of the evil that led Christ to be born for our salvation. 

Name of Jesus 
Thursday, January 1, 2026 
By Jewish law, every baby boy was circumcised and named on the eighth day of life, so on the eighth day of 
Christmas the church celebrates this event in Jesus' life. The keeping of the covenant as well as Jesus' name are 
signs of God's salvation given to us through him. 

Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe, renewer of the church, died 1872 
Friday, January 2, 2026 
Loehe was a pastor in nineteenth-century Germany. Loehe's chief concern was that a congregation find its life in 
the holy communion, and from that source evangelism and social ministries would flow. He sent pastors to North 
America, Australia, New Guinea, Brazil, and Ukraine. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
 
 
Upcoming Events – for details see the weekly e-blast, Immanuel Newsfeeds, or the website 
Calendar at www.immanuelevanston.org. 

Monday, Dec. 29 Tai-Chi Class   6:30 am  

Tuesday, Dec. 30 Tai-Chi Class   9:30 am  

Wednesday, Dec. 31 Tai-Chi Class   6:30 am  

 FA Meeting   6:30 pm  

Thursday, Jan. 1 Happy New Year 2026!   

Friday, Jan. 2 Tai-Chi Class   6:30 am  

Saturday, Jan. 3 Indoor Farmers’ Market    8:00 am  

      Sunday, Jan. 4 Feeding Our Faith    9:00 am  

 Sunday Worship   10:30 am  
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Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership 

The Rev. Mark Sloss ............................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor 
Michael Kloster ......................................................................................................................................................................... Congregation President 
Terri Simchak .................................................................................................................................................................... Congregation Vice President 
Dana Barron .............................................................................................................................................................................. Congregation Secretary 
Susan Ross ................................................................................................................................................................................ Congregation Treasurer 
Greg Hummel, Jerry Larson, Kit McCarthy, Laura McDaniel, Steve Warner .......................................................... Congregation Council Members 
Laurie Stivers ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Financial Secretary 
James Morehead .....................................................................................................................................................................................  Music Director 
Christine Kraemer .............................................................................................................................................................................................. Organist 
Laurie Stivers ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Associate Organist 
Jane Kaihatsu ................................................................................................................................................................................. Parish Administrator 

 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.  
We’ve been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888! 
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