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Welcome 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.   

We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and  
gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.  

We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.  

We’re glad God has called you here this evening! If you’re a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to 
our pastor or assisting minister. If you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest 
card, and we’ll be happy to send information on how you can get involved at Immanuel. 

Masks are now optional during worship service.  

Facilities 
● Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue. You may park in the 

lot at any time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; 
weekdays, see the church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass. Parking meters are free 
until 1:00 P.M. on Sunday. 

● The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door. 

● Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located 
near the elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower 
level by the elevator. 

● We love having children in worship! Activity bags are available from the greeters. There is a nursery 
and changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed, located downstairs. There are also changing 
tables in both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher will be happy to direct you. 

● Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment. 

● Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “Immanuel,” password 
“allarewelcome”. Please use the Internet responsibly! 

About Our Worship 
Our worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper. The liturgy is printed in this bulletin. If you’re joining us via Zoom, please remain muted until you 
get to the part where you will be invited to unmute and participate in some parts of the liturgy, as marked 
by this symbol. ��� = UNMUTE 

Receiving Holy Communion 
We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal because Christ invites you! There is no specific age 
requirement for Communion. There are two options: You may come forward to receive the bread from 
the Pastor and wine or grape juice from the Assisting Minister. The glasses will be pre-poured, with the 
grape juice in the inner circle and wine in the outer circle. Each person will take their own glass from the 
tray. Empty glasses will be collected by the Acolyte. The other option is individually packaged communion 
with either wine or grape juice which you can pick up at the entrance of the sanctuary. The pastor will say 
“The body of Christ given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you” following the singing of the 
Communion Song. Please deposit the cups and wrappers in the trash receptacles as you leave the 
sanctuary. 

Candle Lighting 
You’re invited to participate at home in the candle lighting portion of worship by lighting a candle and 
dimming your lights. Please remain muted as we sing together. 



3 
 

Gathering:  The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God … 
 
 

 
 

 

 

P: Presiding Minister     L: Leader/Assisting Minister      R: Reader     A: Assembly   
☩   All may make the sign of the cross.    

Prelude                             “Pastorale” by Cecile Chaminade, “Carol” by Gerald Finzi, and 
     “Musette” by Jeanne Demessieux 

The Assembly stands when directed. 

 

Christmas Proclamation   
Many ages from the time when God created the heavens and the earth and then formed man and woman in 
his own image; long after the great flood, when God made the rainbow shine forth as a sign of the covenant; 
twenty-one centuries from the time the promise was given to Abraham and Sarah; thirteen centuries after 
Moses led the people of Israel out of Egypt and Miriam danced in freedom; eleven hundred years from the time 
of Ruth and the judges; one thousand years from the anointing of David as king, in fulfillment of the times and 
years and months and days discerned by the prophets; 

in the one hundred and ninety-fourth Olympiad; 
the seven hundred and fifty-second year from the foundation of the city of Rome; 
the forty-second year of the reign of Octavian Augustus; 
while the whole world enjoyed a span of peace, 
Jesus Christ, eternal God and Son of the eternal Father, 
desiring to sanctify the world by his most merciful coming, 
being conceived by the Holy Spirit and nine months of growth in the womb of his mother— 
now in our own times is the nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, God made flesh. 

Text: Traditional, adapt. Brian T. Johnson 

Gathering Dialogue 

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the World! 
A ���(UNMUTE) He is the Light no darkness can overcome! 
P At darkest night we gather to celebrate the great light of our salvation. 
A With the heavenly host we sing, “Glory to God in the highest heaven!” 
P In Christ, God’s Word is made flesh and dwells among us. 
A With the shepherds we will tell of the wonders we have seen and heard! 

  

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the long-
promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the grace of God 
through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for 
everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of 
Christ with the whole world. 
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Gathering Song   “O Come, All Ye Faithful” (ADESTE FIDELES)     ELW 283 
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Greeting. 

P   This night Christ is born to us!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
A     ��� And also with you! 

Hymn of Praise                “Angels We Have Heard on High”  (GLORIA)         ELW 289 
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The Assembly is seated. 

Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 
Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 
day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

A Amen. 

Word:  God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song 
 

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 9:2–7 

R A reading from the Prophet Isaiah. 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 
3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
 as people exult when dividing plunder. 
4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
 the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
 and all the garments rolled in blood 
 shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6For a child has been born for us, 
 a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
 and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7His authority shall grow continually, 
 and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
 He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

R Word of God, word of life. 
A Thanks be to God! 
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Choral Anthem ”Winter’s Snow” 
 By R. O. Morris 

See amid the winter's snow, Born for us on earth below; 
See the tender Lamb appears, Promised from eternal years: 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn; Hail, redemption's happy dawn; 
Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 

 
Lo, within a manger lies He who built the starry skies; 

He who, throned in height sublime, Sits amid the cherubim: 
Hail, thou ever blessed morn; Hail, redemption's happy dawn; 

Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
 

Teach, O teach us, holy Child, By thy face so meek and mild. 
Teach us to resemble thee, In the sweet humility: 

Hail, thou ever blessed morn; Hail, redemption's happy dawn; 
Sing through all Jerusalem, Christ is born in Bethlehem. 
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Psalm 96 Psalm Tone 1, 2 sharps 

The organ will play the tone, and then the refrain, and then the Assembly will sing the refrain through. 
The right side of the Assembly sings the lightface verses to the tone; the left side of the Assembly sings boldface 

verses. 
All sing the refrain where indicated by “R.” 

Tone: 

 
Refrain: 

 
 

1Sing to the Lord | a new song; 
 sing to the Lord, | all the earth. 
2Sing to the Lord, bless the name | of the Lord; 
 proclaim God’s salvation from | day to day. 
3Declare God’s glory a- | mong the nations 
 and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
4For great is the Lord and greatly | to be praised, 
 more to be feared | than all gods.   R 
5As for all the gods of the nations, they | are but idols; 
  but you, O Lord, have | made the heavens. 
6Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
 power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
7Ascribe to the Lord, you families | of the peoples, 
 ascribe to the Lord hon- | or and power. 
8Ascribe to the Lord the honor due the | holy name; 
 bring offerings and enter the courts | of the Lord.    R 
9Worship the Lord in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
 tremble before the Lord, | all the earth. 
10Tell it out among the nations: “The | Lord is king! 
 The one who made the world so firm that it cannot be moved will judge the 
peo- |  ples with equity.” 
11Let the heavens rejoice, and let the | earth be glad; 
 let the sea thunder and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that | is therein. 
12Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy at your com- | ing, O Lord, 
 for you come to | judge the earth. 
13You will judge the | world with righteousness 
 and the peoples | with your truth.    R 
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Reading from the New Testament Titus 2:11–14 

R A reading from the Letter to Titus. 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds. 

R Word of God, word of life. 
A Thanks be to God! 

The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus. 

Gospel Acclamation    “Angels from the Realms of Glory” (REGENT SQUARE)    ELW 275 
The Assembly sings v. 1. Sing v. 2 after the Gospel reading. 
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Gospel Luke 2:1–20 

P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
A Glory to you, O Lord! 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn. 
  8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
  and on earth peace among those whom God favors!”   

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and 
the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told 
them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told 
them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had 
been told them.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
A Praise to you, O Christ! 

The Gospel Acclamation is sung again – [v. 2.] 
 

Sermon 
Time of Silence 

A bell will sound to signal a time of silence for reflection. During this time, you may want to meditate on one word 
from the scriptures or from the sermon that stands out to you, asking the Spirit to show you how it applies to your 
own life. 

When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands to respond to the Word with song. 
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Hymn of the Day “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” (CAROL)  ELW 282 
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The Nicene Creed 

P With the whole People of God, let us confess our faith. 
A We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, 
  begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father; 
  through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
   he came down from heaven, 
   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
   and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
   he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven 
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
  who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the + resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of the People ��� the Responses 

L Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and 
all who are in need. 

 (brief pause) 

L Gathering God, you bring your people from every corner of the earth together before the 
manger that you have made a throne. Unite the church in love as we rejoice in the news 
of your coming. Hear us, O God. 

A ���  Your mercy is great. 
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L Wise God, we endeavor to learn from your wisdom so we may faithfully serve our 
neighbors. We pray for our bishops Yehiel and Wayne, our pastor Mark, our president 
Michael, our council, and our justice ministries who guide and instruct our communities. 
Hear us, O God. 

A Your mercy is great. 

L Creating God, you brought forth the earth and all that is in it. Join our voices with the 
roaring seas, the exulting fields, and the trees of the forest singing for joy on this holy 
night. Hear us, O God. 

A Your mercy is great. 

L Transforming God, the world trembles amid violence and war. Empower our hands, feet, 
and hearts with your Spirit to shatter the rod of the oppressor and turn swords into 
plowshares. Hear us, O God. 

A Your mercy is great. 

L Shepherding God, you lead us to your love in the face of our neighbor. Send us into the 
world to find your Word made flesh in one another, especially those who are sick or 
struggling like Maren Baylaender, Rebecca Bernstein, Serena Bernstein, Tom Couch, Jim 
Jung, Nancy Lang, the family & friends of Jack McDaniel, Elaine Nelson, Shirley Patrick, 
Joseph Sloss, Steve Warner, Marina Yarnoff, and those we name aloud or in the silence of 
our hearts […].. Hear us, O God. 

A Your mercy is great. 

L And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray? 

The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited. 

L Hear us, O God. 
A Your mercy is great. 

L Nurturing God, you dwell with us in humble places. Sustain housing and clothing 
ministries in this community, that all find shelter and warmth. We pray especially for youth 
seeking safety and care. Hear us, O God. 

A  Your mercy is great. 
L Abiding God, you remain at the side of all the departed, especially Stephen and John. Grant 

all who mourn hope in the resurrection and peace in Christ Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
A Your mercy is great. 
P With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, 

trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
A Amen.  

Peace 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A ��� And also with you. 

Greet one another in the peace of the Risen Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” 
“The peace of the Lord,” or similar words. 
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Meal:  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ … 

Offering     An offering for doing God’s mission, including the care of those in need.

Choral Anthem       “What Sweeter Music” by Ralph Vaughan Williams; 
   arr. by Mark Schweizer 

 
What sweeter music can we bring  
Than a carol for to sing  
the birth of this our heav'nly King?  
 
We see him come, and know him ours, 
Who with his sunshine and his showers 
Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 
 
So we will see him, and bequeath 
This holly and this ivy wreath, 
 

 
to do him honour, who's our King, 
And Lord of all this revelling. 
 
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 
And give the honour to this day  
That sees December turn'd to May. 
 
The darling of the world is come, 
And fit it is to find a room 
to welcome him. The nobler part 
Of all the house here is the heart. 

 
Presentation of the Gifts   “Light Shone in Darkness” (LUX IN TENEBRIS)   ELW 307 

 

Offering Prayer 

L Let us pray. 
L God of glory, 

great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. 
Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, 
that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. 

A Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Dialogue        The Assembly sings the boldfaced responses. S 152 

 

Preface   The Presiding Minister begins the prayer: 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy    The Assembly joins in singing: S 153 

 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh. 
  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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A  
  

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth. 
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 

A Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

A Come, Holy Spirit. 
  
All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
 

A  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
A Our Loving God in heaven, Father and Mother of us all,  

hallowed be your name. 
 Your kingdom come, your will be done 
on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation 

P God is now in flesh appearing. 
A ��� Come to the feast of joy! 

The Assembly is seated. 

Communion Song    “Lamb of God”      S154 

 

 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

For those who are communing with the packets or online, the pastor will say “The body of Christ 
given for you and the blood of Christ shed for you.” 

Those who wish, please come forward as the ushers direct, to assemble around the rail to receive 
communion. Those who are able may kneel. You will receive the bread from the Pastor and wine or 
grape juice from the Assisting Minister. The glasses will be pre-poured, with the grape juice in the 
inner circle and wine in the outer circle. Each person will take their own glass from the tray. Empty 
glasses will be collected by the Acolyte. This will be a continuous communion. 

P  This is the body of Christ, given for you.   
All communing remotely or with individual packets may partake of the bread.  

P   This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
All communing remotely or with individual packets may drink of their cup. 

 When you receive the elements, you may respond by saying, “Amen.” 
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Communion Hymn No. 1   “Away in a Manger” (AWAY IN A MANGER)   ELW 277 
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Communion Hymn No. 2 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (MENDELSSOHN)       ELW 270 
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The Assembly stands as directed. 
Blessing after Communion 

P May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
 strengthen you, and keep you in his grace. 
A Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 

L Let us pray. Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. 
May we treasure this gift and ponder in our hearts 
the mystery of your presence. 
Move us to discover the wonders of your love 
in the everyday moments of our lives, 
through Christ born in us. 

A Amen. 

Sending:  God blesses us, and sends us in mission to the world … 
 
Lighting of the Candles 

The Presiding Minister lights a candle from the large candle that symbolizes Christ, the Light of the World.  
Worshippers are invited to light a candle as light is passed from the center aisle down each pew. 

 “O Holy Night” By Adolphe Adams 
 Ashlee Hardgrave, Soprano 
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Carol “Silent Night, Holy Night” (STILLE NACHT)  ELW 281 
The carol will be sung first in German by the Choir. The Assembly then joins in singing all verses in English. 

 

Blessing  
P May the joy of the angels, 

The eagerness of the shepherds, 
The obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
And the peace ☩ of the Christ Child be with you this night 
And remain with you always. 

A ��� Amen.  
Please extinguish your candle and hold it in an upright position until the wax hardens. 
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Sending Song  “Joy to the World” (ANTIOCH)      ELW 267 
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Dismissal 

L Glory to God in the highest! 

A And peace to God’s people on earth! 

L Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
A ��� Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude                                                       “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” by Johann Pachelbel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Serving in worship today… 

Presiding Minister .............................................................................................................................. The Rev. Mark Sloss 
Assisting Minister .............................................................................................................................................. Chris Djuric 
Lector .................................................................................................................................................................. Susan Ross 
Acolyte............................................................................................................................................................... Kit McCarthy 
Organist .................................................................................................................................................. Christine Kraemer 
Music Director .......................................................................................................................................... James Morehead 
Musician .................................................................................................................................. Ashlee Hardgrave, Soprano 
Table Preparation ..................................................................................................................................... Marlene Chatain 
Zoom Host .......................................................................................................................................................... Bert Mount 
Audio-Visual Technician ............................................................................................................................. Kevin McDaniel 
Ushers ........................................................................................................................... Jim Rakowsky, Nicolai Schousboe 
Counter .............................................................................................................................................................. Jerry Larson 

 
CREDITS: Liturgy texts and music from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32867. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Revised 
Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. Christian Education of 
the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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Poinsettias at the altar are given by: 
 
Edward Carlson In honor of Ed & Agnes Carlson 

In memory of Ed & Ida Carlson 

Marlene & Jacques Chatain In memory of our grandparents 

Anne Heider & Stephen Warner To celebrate the season 

Mark & Barbara Huffman In honor of our families 

Greg & Terri Hummel In honor of our Family & Immanuel Lutheran 
Church 

Jane Kaihatsu In honor of Immanuel Lutheran Church 
In memory of Donald Kaihatsu & Nancy Kaihatsu 

Mary Ann & Mark Kearns In honor of the season 

Jim & Kit McCarthy In honor of our children 
In memory of our parents 

The McDaniel Family In honor of Pastor Mark & Jane Kaihatsu for their 
service and dedication to Immanuel 

John & Susan Ross In memory of Ruth Ross & Ed & Alice Graf 

Terri & Joe Simchak In memory of our mothers 

Mark & Susan Sloss In memory of George & Betty McVey and Jean Sloss 
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This Week’s Commemorations 
Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 
Friday, December 26, 2025 
Stephen was a deacon and the first martyr of the church. He was one of those seven upon whom the apostles laid 
hands after they had been chosen to serve widows and others in need. Later, Stephen's preaching angered the 
temple authorities, and they ordered him to be put to death by stoning. 

John, Apostle and Evangelist 
Saturday, December 27, 2025 
The son of Zebedee and brother of James, John was one of the twelve disciples and witness to the transfiguration. 
Tradition has named him also the writer of the Gospel of John, the three New Testament letters bearing his name, 
as well as Revelation. 
From sundaysandseasons.com. 
 

 
Upcoming Events – for details see the weekly e-blast, Immanuel Newsfeeds, or the website Calendar 
at www.immanuelevanston.org. Worship services can be attended either in person or online. 
 

Thursday, December 25 Merry Christmas!   

Friday, December 26 Tai-chi class  6:30 am  

Sunday, December 28 Sunday Worship – Lessons & Carols/A 
Service of Remembrance for The Holy 
Innocents 

10:30 am  

 New Community Church   1:00 pm  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership 
The Rev. Mark Sloss ............................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor 
Michael Kloster ......................................................................................................................................................................... Congregation President 
Terri Simchak .................................................................................................................................................................... Congregation Vice President 
Dana Barron .............................................................................................................................................................................. Congregation Secretary 
Susan Ross ................................................................................................................................................................................ Congregation Treasurer 
Greg Hummel, Jerry Larson, Kit McCarthy, Laura McDaniel, Steve Warner .......................................................... Congregation Council Members 
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