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The Immanuel Lutheran Church organ scholar competition was such a positive experience 
for me in every way. It was my first time attending a competition, and that in and of itself 
made it a very valuable learning opportunity. Preparing the repertoire, traveling and 
adapting to a new organ, playing for the committee and being interviewed: These were all 
skills that I had never had the opportunity to develop in a context like this before, and they 
will all be useful to me in the future. 

Later in the year, the recital provided me yet another treasured opportunity. I was able to 
showcase my improvement from the initial audition and gain a valuable performance 
experience as well. Since I hope to do performances throughout my professional life, this 
special experience during my undergraduate education has provided me an early 
advantage in developing performance-related skills. I am so appreciative to the staff and 
congregation of Immanuel Lutheran Church of Evanston for making this all possible. I will 
never forget the support, encouragement, and kindness I have been shown. 
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