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Welcome! 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.   

We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and  
gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.  

We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.  

We’re glad God has called you here today! If you’re a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastor 
or assisting minister. If you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest card, and we’ll 
be happy to send information on how you can get involved at Immanuel. 

Please keep your masks on during the worship service and when moving to and from your 
place in the Fellowship Hall during coffee hour. Announcements, celebrations, and time to 
socialize with one another will take place after worship during coffee hour in the fellowship 
hall.  You’re welcome to attend the coffee hour in-person, or via Zoom.  After worship Scan this 
QR code with your smartphone camera to join the coffee hour via Zoom  

Facilities 
● Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue. You may park in the lot at 

any time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, 
see the church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass. On Sundays, additional parking is 
available across the street at the Holiday Inn or in Lot 6 on Lake St. across from the Police and Fire 
Headquarters. Parking meters are free until 1:00 P.M. on Sunday. 

● The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door. 

● Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near 
the elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by 
the elevator. 

● We love having children in worship! Activity bags are available from the greeters. There is a nursery and 
changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed, located downstairs. There are also changing tables in 
both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher will be happy to direct you. 

● Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment. 

● Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “Immanuel,” password “allarewelcome”.  
Please use the Internet responsibly! 

About Our Worship 
Our Sunday worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the 
Lord’s Supper. It has a familiar form each week, but the content changes for each service according to a 
calendar shared with many other Christians. Our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is organized so that 
page numbers for the liturgy are in the front part of the book, while hymn numbers are in the second part. 
The liturgy is printed in this bulletin. We will use the hymnal for hymns.  

Receiving Holy Communion 
We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal because Christ invites you! There is no specific age 
requirement for Communion. For safety we have individually packaged communion with either wine or grape 
juice that you can pick up at the entrance of the sanctuary. We will commune all together in the pews at the 
designated time. Please deposit the cups and wrappers in the trash receptacles as you leave the sanctuary. 

The Offertory 
To practice safe social distancing, offerings and donations may be placed in the offering plate either as you 
enter the sanctuary or as you leave, after worship service. 
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Gathering:  The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God … 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

P: Presiding Minister     L: Leader/Assisting Minister      R: Reader     A: Assembly   
+   All may make the sign of the cross.    

Prelude  Variations on Now Thank We All Our God 
  by Bach, Reger et al. 

  

The Assembly stands when directed. 

Confession and Forgiveness 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
 whose teaching is life, whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless. 
A  Amen. 

P  Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

P God, our comforter, 
A like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.  Amen. 
 

 P   All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

A  Amen. 
  

 

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find 
comforting. Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of the 
original intent of God’s law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children should 
challenge us as well. What does it mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does? 
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Gathering Song  “Let the Whole Creation”  Hymnal 876 

 
Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

A And also with you! 
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Canticle of Praise  
 

 
Prayer of the Day 

The presiding minister leads the prayer of the day. 

P Let us pray. A brief silence is kept before the prayer. 

Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. Form us 
for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little children, that we may reflect 
the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A Amen. 
The Assembly is seated. 

Cantor 
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Word:  God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song 
 

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Genesis 2:18-24 

R A reading from Genesis. 
18The LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper as 
his partner.” 19So out of the ground the LORD God formed every animal of the field and every 
bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever 
the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, 
and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not 
found a helper as his partner. 21So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, 
and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that 
the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. 
23Then the man said,  

 “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; 
 this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was taken.” 

24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 
one flesh. 

R Word of God, word of life. 

A Thanks be to God! 

Psalm 8 

The organ will play the tone, and then the refrain, and then the Assembly will sing the refrain through. The right 
side of the Assembly sings the lightface verses to the tone; the left side of the Assembly sings boldface verses. All 
sing the refrain where indicated by “R.” 

Tone: ELW Psalm Tone 6 

 
Refrain: 

 

1O | LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 
2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and 
children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. 
3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 
4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 
  human beings that you should | care for them?     R 
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5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 
  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 
6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 
  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 
7all | flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts | of the field, 
8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 
9O | LORD our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!    R 

Reading from the New Testament Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

R A reading from Hebrews. 
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in 
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 
whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of 
God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as 
much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 
 2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 
6But someone has testified somewhere,  
 “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
  or mortals, that you care for them? 
 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 
  you have crowned them with glory and honor, 
  8subjecting all things under their feet.” 
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not 
yet see everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made 
lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, 
so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
  10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For 
the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus 
is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, 
 “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
  in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 

R Word of God, word of life. 
A Thanks be to God! 
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The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

Gospel Mark 10:2-16 

P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
A Glory to you, O Lord! 

2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a 
man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because 
of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of 
creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer 
two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 
10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, 
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if she 
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 
13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, 
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom 
of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child 
will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed 
them. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
A Praise to you, O Christ! 

The Assembly is seated. 

Sermon 
Time of Silence 

A bell will sound to signal a time of silence for reflection. 
During this time, you may want to meditate on one word from the scriptures or from the sermon 

that stands out to you, asking the Spirit to show you how it applies to your own life. 
When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands to respond to the Word with song. 
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Hymn of the Day “Blest Be the Tie that Binds”    Hymnal 656 

 

The Apostle’s Creed 

L With the whole Church, let us profess our faith. 
A I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

L Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the world, and all in 
need.  pause 

L Holy One, you have raised up faithful leaders throughout history. Empower those discerning 
a call to ministry and all seminarians that they continue to be formed for the sake of the 
gospel. Lord, in your mercy, 

A Hear our prayer. 

L For your work in our leaders, we give thanks. We pray for our bishops Elizabeth and Yehiel, 
our pastor Mark, our president Grace, our council, and anti-racist task force. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

A Hear our prayer. 

L You have established a diverse and beautiful creation. Revive declining species and preserve 
endangered lands. Cultivate in us a sense of wonder for the world you created. Lord, in your 
mercy, 

A Hear our prayer. 

 L You desire for us not to be alone and to live in community with one another. Strengthen 
relationships between nations and peoples, that we celebrate and support one human family. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

A Hear our prayer. 

L You share in our experiences and struggles. Bless all who live with any mental or physical 
disability, especially Steve Andes, Maren Baylaender, Rebecca Bernstein, Serena Bernstein, 
Marlene & Jacques Chatain, Karen Davern, Babs Deacon, Lucas Forzley, Diana Gourguechon 
and her daughter Alexis, Jim Jung, John and Nancy Lang, Judith Kratochvil, Edgar Krentz, 
Veronica Repasz, Lorrie Roche, Darryl Simchak, Alyssa Steinberg, George Stewart, the family 
of Leslie Thais, Grace and Alex, and those we name now aloud or in the silence of our hearts 
[…]. Inspire creative communities, spaces, and environments that are accessible and 
hospitable. Lord, in your mercy,  

A Hear our prayer. 

L You have established and nurtured relationships that extend beyond those gathered here 
today. Bless members who can no longer travel to worship with us and remind us of their 
continued role in this community of faith. Lord, in your mercy, 

A Hear our prayer. 

L And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray? 

The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited. 

L Lord in your mercy, 
A Hear our prayer. 

L You promise eternal life to all your children. Thank you for the people of faith who have 
gone before us, especially Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church; Theodor Fliedner, 
renewer of society; William Tyndale, translator, martyr; and Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, 
pastor in North America. Strengthen our trust we have in you. Lord, in your mercy, 

A Hear our prayer. 
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P Receive these prayers, O God, and those in our hearts known only to you; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

A Amen.  

Peace 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A And also with you. 

Greet one another in the peace of the Risen Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar 
words in an appropriate safe gesture as you speak peace to your neighbors. 

Meal:  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ … 
 

Offering     An offering for doing God’s mission, including the care of those in need. 
Offering may be placed in the offering plate either before or after you exit the 
sanctuary. You scan this code with your smartphone camera to make your 
financial offering online.  

 
Offering Music  Now We Thank All Our God 

Arr. By Zeulon M. Highben 
 

Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices,  
who wondrous things has done, in whom the world rejoices;  

who, from our mother's arms has blest us on our way 
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.  

 
Oh may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,  

with ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us,  
and keep us all in grace, and guide us when perplexed,  

and free us from all harm in this world and the next.  
 

All praise and thanks to God, the Father now be given,  
the Son, and Spirit blest, who reign in highest heaven;  
the one eternal God, whom earth and heav'n adore;  

for thus it was , is now, and shall be evermore. 
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Presentation of the Gifts  “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”     

The Assembly stands and sings as the gifts are brought forward. 

 
Offering Prayer 

L Let us pray. 
L God of abundance, 

you cause streams to break forth in the desert and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish 
the world you love so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

A Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Dialogue    The Assembly sings the boldfaced responses. 

 

Preface   The Presiding Minister begins the prayer: 

P    It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, That we should at all times and in all places 
Give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, Through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
Who on this day overcame death and the grave And by his glorious resurrection opened to us 
the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy    The Assembly joins in singing: 

    

Thanksgiving at the Table 

P Holy God, 
our Bread of life, our Table, and our Food, 
you created a world in which all might be satisfied by your abundance. 
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to become food for the world. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the grave, we await his 
coming again to share with us the everlasting feast. 
By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: strengthen us to serve all in hunger and 
want, and by this bread and cup make of us the body of your Son. 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 
Church, both now and forever. 

 

A Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.: 
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
 Your kingdom come, your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever. Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation 

P Behold what you are.  

A  May we become what we receive. 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

     The Assembly is seated.  
 

P  This is the body of Christ, given for you.  
All communing may partake of the bread 

 
P   This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 

All communing may drink of their cup. 
 
For those fasting, receive this prayer of blessing in God’s presence: 

P  May God who loves you be truly present with the Spirit of grace, mercy and joy, uplifting  and 
blessing you in the promise of never-failing love God makes to God’s children.  

 

The Assembly stands when directed by the Presiding Minister. 
Table Dismissal  

P     May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
       strengthen you, and keep you in God’s grace.  
A   Amen.  

Prayer after Communion 

L Let us pray: 
Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A Amen 
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Sending:  God blesses us, and sends us in mission to the world … 
 
 

Sending Song “Go, My Children, With My Blessing”    Hymnal 543 
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Blessing 

P People of God, 
you are Christ’s body, 
The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
bless you now and forever. 

A Amen. 

Dismissal 

L Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
A Thanks be to God. 

Postlude   Variations on Now Thank We All Our God 
  by Bach, Reger et al. 

 
 
 

Please stay for a time of fellowship immediately following the service in Fellowship Hall, as well as on Zoom. 
Due to Covid-19 precautions, there will not be refreshments. 
Zoom Participants,  you may provide your own refreshments. 

Come enjoy one another’s company and hear about all the opportunities for service and community! 

 

To join coffee hour via Zoom on a smartphone,  
scan with your camera to get the link. 

 

 

 

Serving in worship today… 
Presiding Minister .............................................................................................................................. The Rev. Mark Sloss 
Assisting Minister ............................................................................................................................................ Anne Heider 
Cantor ................................................................................................................................................................. Sara Krentz 
Lector .................................................................................................................................................................. Susan Ross 
Organist ......................................................................................................................................................... Greg Hummel 
Music Director .......................................................................................................................................... James Morehead 
Table Preparation ...................................................................................................................................... Kathryn Skelton 
Zoom Host ...................................................................................................................................................... Grace Yarnoff 
Audio-Visual Technicians* ................................................................................................... Tom Couch, Kevin McDaniel 
Ushers ............................................................................................................................................................. Steve Warner 
 
 

CREDITS: Liturgy texts and music from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32867. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of 
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Preface for Holy Communion adapted from laughingbird.net. 
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Upcoming Events – for details see the weekly e-blast, Immanuel Newsfeeds, or the website 
Calendar at www.immanuelevanston.org. 

Tuesday, Oct. 5 Special Event: Zoom Discussion on the 
documentary film, “13”. Presented by 
the Anti-Racism Task Force  

(Usual Midweek Adult Spiritual 
Discussion via Zoom resumes next 
week) 

  7:00 pm  

Wednesday, Oct. 6 Choir Practice   7:30 pm  

Thursday, Oct. 7 Daytime Quilters   9:30 am  

 Wilmette Band Rehearsal   7:30 pm  

Saturday, Oct. 9 Assisting Minister Training  10:00 am  

Sunday, Oct. 10 Adult Spiritual Formation Discussion   9:00 am  

 Sunday Hybrid Worship 10:30 am  

 New Community Church Worship   1:00 pm  

 

This Week’s Commemorations 
Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, died 1226 
Monday, October 4, 2021 
Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve poor people. He formed the 
Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on poverty and the task of preaching "using words if 
necessary." Francis had a spirit of gratitude for all of God's creation. 
 
Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, died 1864 
Monday, October 4, 2021 
Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among Lutherans. He was influenced in 
this by Moravian deaconesses he had met. The motherhouse he founded in Kaiserswerth, Germany, inspired 
many around the world to take up this ministry. 
 
William Tyndale, translator, martyr, died 1536 
Wednesday, October 6, 2021 
Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible into English. He was opposed in this 
by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to Germany. He completed the New Testament in 1525, but before he could 
finish the Old Testament, he was tried for heresy and burned at the stake. 
 
Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, died 1787 
Thursday, October 7, 2021 
Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who could take charge and unite their 
work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was effective in organizing the American Lutherans. Among other 
accomplishments, his liturgical principles became the basis for the Common Service of 1888. 
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Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership 

The Rev. Mark Sloss ............................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor 
Grace Yarnoff ............................................................................................................................................................................ Congregation President 
Melisa Larson .................................................................................................................................................................... Congregation Vice President 
Scott Romans ............................................................................................................................................................................. Congregation Secretary 
Susan Ross ................................................................................................................................................................................ Congregation Treasurer 
Dana Barron, Tom Couch, Linda Edlund, Bert Mount, Jim Skelton, Steve Warner ............................................... Congregation Council Members 
Mary Ann Kearns ............................................................................................................................................................................... Financial Secretary 
Elizabeth Stegner ............................................................................................................................................................. Assistant Financial Secretary 
James Morehead .....................................................................................................................................................................................  Music Director 
Greg Hummel ..................................................................................................................................................................................................... Organist 
Laurie Stivers ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Associate Organist 
Christine Kraemer ............................................................................................................................................................................. Associate Organist 
Jane Kaihatsu ................................................................................................................................................................................. Parish Administrator 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.  
We’ve been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888! 
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