
Pastor Mark’s Installation, April 11th, 2021 
Zoom Service 3:00 PM 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 
Prelude Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing, ELW 389  

 
 



Announcements 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Greeting  
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
A And also with you! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ you gave the holy apostles many gifts and 
commanded them to feed your flock. Inspire all pastors to proclaim your word diligently and 
your people to receive it willingly, that finally we may receive the crown of eternal glory; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 



 
Reading from the Old Testament, Isaiah 42:5-9 
 5Thus says God, the LORD, 
 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
 who gives breath to the people upon it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
 6I am the LORD, I have called you in righteousness, 
 I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
 I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
 a light to the nations, 
 7to open the eyes that are blind, 
 to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
 8I am the LORD, that is my name; 
 my glory I give to no other, 
 nor my praise to idols. 
 9See, the former things have come to pass, 
 and new things I now declare; 
 before they spring forth, 
 I tell you of them. 
 
Psalm 133  

 
 
 1How good and how pleas- | ant it is, 
  when kindred live togeth- | er in unity! 
 2It is like fine oil upon the head, flowing down up- | on the beard, 
  upon the beard of Aaron, flowing down upon the collar | of his robe.  
 3It is like the dew of Hermon flowing down upon the | hills of Zion. 
  For there the Lord has commanded the blessing: life for- | evermore.  
 
Reading from the New Testament, 2 Corinthians 4:1-7 
1Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose 
heart. 2We have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning 
or to falsify God's word; but by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the 
conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to 
those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 



unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and 
ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake. 6For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of 
darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary 
power belongs to God and does not come from us. 
 
Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be 
with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 
I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand 
in his side, I will not believe.” 



  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 
the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then 
he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 
this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 
the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
Sermon 
 
 
HYMN: God Is Here!, ELW 526 

 
(continued on next page) 
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Installation 
Having been authorized by the church to install Mark Sloss, our co-worker in the gospel, as 
Pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church, I now ask for certification of this call.  
 
After prayerful deliberation, we, of Immanuel Lutheran Church, have called Mark Sloss to serve 
as a minister of word and sacrament in the position of pastor. I present Mark and this letter 
certifying the call. 
 



A reading from John: Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you. 
Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the 
sins of any, they are retained.” (John 20:21-23)  
 
A reading from Matthew: Jesus said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 
28:18-20)  
 
A reading from First Timothy: Set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in 
faith, in purity. Attend to the public reading of scripture, to exhorting, to teaching. Do not 
neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you through prophecy with the laying on of 
hands by the council of elders. Put these things into practice, devote yourself to them, so that 
all may see your progress. Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; continue in 
these things, for in doing this you will save both yourself and your hearers. (1 Timothy 4:12-16)  
 
Mark, in the presence of this assembly, will you commit yourself to this new trust and 
responsibility, in the confidence that it comes from God through the call of the church? 
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 
Will you preach and teach in accordance with the holy scriptures and with the confessions of 
the Lutheran church? 
Will you carry out this ministry in harmony with the constitutions of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America?  
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 
Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and faithful in your use of the means of 
grace?  
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 
Trusting in God’s care, 
will you love, serve, and pray for God’s people, 
nourish them with the word and sacraments, 
and lead them by your own example in faithful service and holy living?  
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 
Will you give faithful witness in the world, 
that God’s love may be known in all that you do?  
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.  
 



Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things, graciously give you the strength 
and compassion to perform them.  
Amen.  
 
People of God, I invite you to un-mute yourselves and respond. 
Will you receive Mark as a messenger of Jesus Christ sent to serve all people with the gospel of 
hope and salvation? 
Will you regard Mark as a servant of Christ and a steward of the mysteries of God?  
If so, please respond “we will, and we ask God to help us.” 
We will, and we ask God to help us.  
 
Will you pray for Mark? 
Will you help and honor Mark in carrying out this ministry? 
In all things, will you strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?  
If so, please respond “we will, and we ask God to help us.” 
We will, and we ask God to help us.  
 
Mark, the office of Pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church is now committed to you 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.  
 
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the 
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, make you complete in everything good so that 
you may do God’s will, working in you that which is pleasing in God’s sight; through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever.  
Amen.  
 
Word and Sacrament Places 
 
People of God, I present to you Pastor Mark, your pastor. Let us welcome Mark in the name of 
Christ.  
You are invited to offer acclamation with applause or visual response on Zoom. 
 
Prayers of the People 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love, responding muted or un-muted to each 
petition with the phrase, “Your mercy is great.” 
 
You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that with one 
heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. We pray for our 
bishops Elizabeth and Yehiel, our pastor Mark, our president Grace, our council, transition and 
reopening teams. Hear us, O God. 



Your mercy is great. 
 
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore, O God. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh 
your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to parched 
land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You provide for all the people of the world, O God. Bring relief to all suffering from Covid-19, 
for medical workers, first responders, those searching for meaningful work, those receiving as 
well as all who await a vaccine. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples in the 
ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ upon those in 
authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your 
generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. Announce your peace to those who 
are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid. We pray especially Steve Andes, Maren Baylaender, 
Rebecca Bernstein, Serena Bernstein, Babs Deacon, Laura Burdick, family and friends of Mid 
Carlson, Lucas Forzley, Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe, Pat Helm, Jim Jung, John and Nancy, Judith 
Kratochvil, Edgar Krentz, Elizabeth and Ernie's family, Veronica Repasz, Lorrie Roche, Darryl 
Simchak, Alyssa Steinberg, George Stewart, Leslie Thais, and those that we name in our hearts 
(pause for prayers). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the light of the risen 
Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may be complete. 
Walk with us as we move forward in our new life with Pastor Mark. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
And now, siblings, for what else shall we pray, silent or spoken aloud? (A longer period of 
silence.) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives and 
gifts of those who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Peace 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
May the peace of the risen Christ be with you all! 
 
Offertory: Sing to the Lord, New Songs be Raising by Jan P. Sweelinck 
We worship God with our offerings. We give thanks for those who support Immanuel’s life and 
mission. We invite you to do that online or by mail, and with your presence, prayer, and talents. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer at the Table 
Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 
who, living among us, 
healed the sick, 
fed the hungry, 
and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 



our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
Come for all things are now ready; the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
This is the body of Christ, given for you.  
All communing may receive their bit of bread from God’s hand, and may share with others in 
their household also using these words. 
 
This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
All communing may drink of the cup they have prepared, and may share with others in their 
household also using these words. 
 
For those fasting, receive this prayer of blessing in God’s presence: 



May God who loves you be truly present with the Spirit of grace, mercy and joy, uplifting and 
blessing you in the promise of neverfailing love God makes to God’s children.  
 
Table Dismissal  
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in God’s grace.  
Amen.  
 
Benediction 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 
Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Postlude 
 
Coffee hour/Announcements 


