
Palm Sunday, March 28th, 2021 
Zoom Service 10:30 AM 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 
Prelude  

 
Announcements 
 
Gathering 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 
 
Processional Gospel Mark 11:1-11 
 
1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of 
Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 
and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; 
untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord 
needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied near 
a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, 
“What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they 
allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and 
he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches 
that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who followed were 
shouting, 
 “Hosanna! 
  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
  10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 
 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
  11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 
 
Blessing of the Palms 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray. We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Today he entered the Holy City in triumph and was proclaimed Messiah and King by those who 
spread garments and branches along the way. Bless these branches and those who carry them. 
Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the Cross so that, joined to his death and 
resurrection, we enter into life through you; through the same Jesus Christ, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



Hymn: All Glory, Laud and Honor ELW 344 

 



Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
A And also with you! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take 
on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his 
obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Reading from the New Testament, Philippians 2:5-11 
 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 
 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Psalm 31:9-16  
 

 
 
 9Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I | am in trouble; 
  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 
 10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing; 
  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are consumed. 
 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my 
acquaintances; 
  when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 
 12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 
  I am as useless as a | broken pot.  
 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 
  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 
 14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O Lord. 
  I have said, “You | are my God. 
 15My times are | in your hand; 
  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute me. 
 16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 
  save me in your | steadfast love.”  
 
GOSPEL: Mark 14:1--15:47 
Read responsively; see Passion narrative handout to follow along. Responses for the 
congregation are marked in bold; you are invited to un-mute yourselves to participate, or 
follow along muted. 
 
Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Hymn printed under authorization of One 
License. 



HYMN: Ah Holy Jesus, ELW 349  
 

 
 
 



Prayers of the People 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need, 
responding muted or un-muted to each petition with the phrase, “Your mercy is great.” 
 
In Jesus you came among us as a suffering servant. Give your church humility. Redeem your 
people from pride and the certainty that we always know your will. Heal us and empower us 
to confess Christ crucified. We pray for our bishops Elizabeth and Yehiel, our pastor Mark, our 
president Grace, our council, transition and reopening teams. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In creation, life springs from death. Redeem your creation awaiting resurrection: restore lost 
habitats and endangered species. Create new possibilities for areas affected by climate 
change, grant relief from natural disasters, and nurture new growth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You raise us up from despair. Bring relief to all suffering from Covid-19, for medical workers, 
first responders, those searching for meaningful work, those receiving as well as all who await 
a vaccine. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Jesus was handed over to the powers of this world. In all nations, instruct the powerful, that 
they would not exploit their power but maintain justice. Sustain soldiers, and guide those who 
command them, that they serve those in greatest need. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Today we remember those who have died by gun violence, those who have survived gun 
violence, and those who mourn deaths of family and friends by gun violence. Today we 
remember mass killings in places of prayer, in synagogues, mosques, and churches, and we 
grieve for the recent shootings in Atlanta and Boulder. May God who is our hope inscribe our 
hearts with justice and guide us in the ways of peace. Inspire us to work for a better world. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
On the cross Jesus joined all who feel forsaken. Abide with those who are condemned to 
death. Defend those who are falsely accused. Console and strengthen those who are mocked 
or bullied. Accompany all who suffer, especially Steve Andes, Maren Baylaender, Rebecca 
Bernstein, Serena Bernstein, Babs Deacon, Laura Burdick, family and friends of Mid Carlson, 
Lucas Forzley, Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe, Pat Helm, Jim Jung, John and Nancy, Judith 
Kratochvil, Elizabeth and Ernie's family, Veronica Repasz, Lorrie Roche, Darryl Simchak, Alyssa 
Steinberg, George Stewart, Leslie Thais, and those that we name in our hearts (pause for 
prayers). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



 
You called followers to tend Jesus’ body in death. Sustain hospice workers and funeral 
directors. Bless this congregation’s ministries at times of death: those who plan and lead 
funerals, those who prepare meals, all who offer support in grief. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
And now, siblings, for what else shall we pray, silent or spoken aloud? (A longer period of 
silence.) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You inspired the centurion to confess Jesus as your Son. We praise you for the faith you have 
given to people of all places and times. Give us also such faith to trust the promises of baptism 
and, with Mildred Carlson and all the saints who have gone before us, to look for the 
resurrection of the dead. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
Offertory Anthem: Christus Factus Est by Felice Anerio 
 

We worship God with our offerings. We give thanks for those who support Immanuel’s life and 
mission. We invite you to do that online or by mail, and with your presence, prayer, and talents. 
 
Offertory Prayer  
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, 
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 
Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer at the Table 
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, 



together with rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 
You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock. 
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, 
pouring out his life for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.  
And for this we pray: Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
And for this we pray: Amen! Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
Come for all things are now ready; the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
This is the body of Christ, given for you.  



All communing may receive their bit of bread from God’s hand, and may share with others in 
their household also using these words. 
 
This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
All communing may drink of the cup they have prepared, and may share with others in their 
household also using these words. 
 
For those fasting, receive this prayer of blessing in God’s presence: 
May God who loves you be truly present with the Spirit of grace, mercy and joy, uplifting and 
blessing you in the promise of neverfailing love God makes to God’s children.  
 
Table Dismissal 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in God’s grace.  
Amen.  
 
Benediction  
 

You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!        
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
 
Coffee hour/Announcements 


