
Fifth Sunday of Lent, March 21st, 2021 
Zoom Service 10:30 AM 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 
Prelude: My Song Is Love Unknown, ELW 343 

 



Announcements 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.   
Amen. 
 

Let us unmute ourselves, or, remaining muted, confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.  
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith.  
Amen. 
 
Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
A And also with you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kyrie 

 



Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our prayers. 
Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death we may live in 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Reading from the Old Testament, Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, 
and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No 
longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all 
know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more. 
 
Psalm 51:1-12 
 

 
 
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out | my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through | from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me | from my sin. 
 3For I know | my offenses, 
  and my sin is ev- | er before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born | steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my | mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom | deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; 



  wash me, and I shall be pur- | er than snow. 
 8Let me hear | joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken | may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face | from my sins, 
  and blot out | all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean | heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spir- | it within me. 
 11Cast me not away | from your presence, 
  and take not your Holy Spir- | it from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of | your salvation 
  and sustain me with your boun- | tiful Spirit.  
 
GOSPEL: John 12:20-33 
 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, 
“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it 
for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant 
be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
 
  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it 
is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came 
from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it 
and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, 
“This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the 
ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 
Sermon 
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HYMN: Seed That on Earth Is Dying, ELW 330 

 

 

 
 
Prayers of the People 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need, 
responding muted or un-muted to each petition with the phrase, “Your mercy is great.” 
 
You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your church a 
community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people courage to forgive; through 
them show the world new possibilities. We pray for our bishops Elizabeth and Yehiel, our 
pastor Mark, our president Grace, our council, transition and reopening teams. Hear us, O 
God. 



Your mercy is great. 
 
You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your presence, and 
you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that prepares the soil for 
seeds; protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You raise us up from despair. Bring relief to all suffering from Covid-19, for medical workers, 
first responders, those searching for meaningful work, those receiving as well as all who await 
a vaccine. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world to shape 
communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them creativity and love to 
work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know your 
presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind or body, 
those who are dying, and all who grieve. We pray especially for Steve Andes, Maren 
Baylaender, Rebecca Bernstein, Serena Bernstein, Babs Deacon, Laura Burdick, Mid Carlson, 
Lucas Forzley, Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe, Pat Helm, Jim Jung, John and Nancy, Judith 
Kratochvil, Gordon Larson, Elizabeth and Ernie's family, Veronica Repasz, Lorrie Roche, Darryl 
Simchak, Alyssa Steinberg, George Stewart, Leslie Thais, and those that we name in our hearts 
(pause for prayers). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
And now, siblings, for what else shall we pray, silent or spoken aloud? (A longer period of 
silence.) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in discipleship. Equip 
children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and learning ministries. Give us your 
truth and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have given us words 
to worship you. With all those who have died in Christ, bring us into life everlasting. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 



We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
Offertory Anthem: Wondrous Love, arr Carson P Cooman 
 

We worship God with our offerings. We give thanks for those who support Immanuel’s life and 
mission. We invite you to do that online or by mail, and with your presence, prayer, and talents. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, 
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 
Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer at the Table 
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 
You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock. 
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, 
pouring out his life for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.  
And for this we pray: Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
And for this we pray: Amen! Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
Come for all things are now ready; the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
This is the body of Christ, given for you.  
All communing may receive their bit of bread from God’s hand, and may share with others in 
their household also using these words. 
 
This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
All communing may drink of the cup they have prepared, and may share with others in their 
household also using these words. 
 
For those fasting, receive this prayer of blessing in God’s presence: 
May God who loves you be truly present with the Spirit of grace, mercy and joy, uplifting and 
blessing you in the promise of neverfailing love God makes to God’s children.  
 
Table Dismissal 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in God’s grace.  
Amen.  
 
 



Benediction 
You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!        
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
 
Coffee hour/Announcements 


