
Fourth Sunday of Easter, April 25th, 2021 
Zoom Service 10:30 AM 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 
Prelude: The King of Love My Shepherd Is, ELW 502 

 



Announcements 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. 
Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God, 
now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
A And also with you! 
 
Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed 
us, and we shall be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you 
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 



Reading from the New Testament, 1 John 3:16-24 
 
16We know love by this, that [Jesus Christ] laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down 
our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods 
and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
  18Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And by this we 
will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him 20whenever our 
hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if 
our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God; 22and we receive from him 
whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and do what pleases him. 
  23And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey his commandments abide 
in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit that he 
has given us. 
 
 
Psalm 23 
 

 
 
 1The Lord| is my shepherd; 
  I shall not | be in want. 
 2The Lord makes me lie down | in green pastures 
  and leads me be- | side still waters. 
 3You restore my | soul, O Lord, 
  and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 
 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
  and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL: John 10:11-18 
 
[Jesus said:] 11“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters 
them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. 14I am 
the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father. And I lay down my life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong 
to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 
one shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to 
take it up again. 18No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power 
to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have received this command from my 
Father.” 
 
Sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Hymn printed under authorization of One 
License. 



HYMN: My Shepherd, You Supply My Need, ELW 782 

 



Prayers of the People 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 
promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love, responding muted or un-muted to each 
petition with the phrase, “Your mercy is great.” 
 
God of goodness and mercy, we pray for the church: that bishops, pastors, and deacons be 
upheld in their tasks as shepherds of your flock; and that congregations persevere in their 
ministries of nurture of the young and care for the aging. We pray for our bishops Elizabeth 
and Yehiel, our pastor Mark, our president Grace, our council, transition and reopening teams. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for members of other world religions: that there be an end to interreligious strife; 
that Sikhs be comforted in their sorrow; and that during Ramadan Muslims be strengthened 
for lives of prayer and service. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the earth: that green pastures and clear waters be provided for herds and flocks, 
those raised for human use and those living wild; and that farm fields be saved from storm or 
drought. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the nations of the earth: that governments cease aggression against their 
neighbors; that peace come to Afghanistan, Syria, and Myanmar; and that China, Russia, and 
the United States coexist in concord with each other. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for justice in our land: that our criminal justice system continue to be reformed; that 
ethnic and economic prejudices cease their holds on our people; and that there be peace in 
our streets. We pray for an eradication of racism and a new and better society for all people. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for those who are hungry: the unemployed, the underemployed, those living in 
refugee camps or on our streets, the migrants seeking a better life; that they be fed. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all suffering from Covid-19, for medical workers, first responders, those searching 
for meaningful work, those receiving as well as all who await a vaccine. We lift up those 
around the world in renewed outbreaks, especially India and Brazil. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



We pray for all who are sick or suffering, especially Steve Andes, Maren Baylaender, Rebecca 
Bernstein, Serena Bernstein, Babs Deacon, family and friends of Mid Carlson, Lucas Forzley, 
Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe, Pat Helm, Jim Jung, John and Nancy, Judith Kratochvil, Edgar 
Krentz, Elizabeth and Ernie's family, Veronica Repasz, Lorrie Roche, Darryl Simchak, Alyssa 
Steinberg, George Stewart, Leslie Thais, Grace and Alex, and those that we name in our hearts 
(pause for prayers). Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
	
And now, siblings, for what else shall we pray, silent or spoken aloud? (A longer period of 
silence.) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We praise you for all the sheep of your fold, each lamb of your own flock. Bring us with all the 
saints to dwell in your house forever. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Peace 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
May the peace of the risen Christ be with you all! 
 
Offertory: Listen to the Lambs by R. Nathaniel Dett 
We worship God with our offerings. We give thanks for those who support Immanuel’s life and 
mission. We invite you to do that online or by mail, and with your presence, prayer, and 
talents. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
God of love, 
you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. 
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 



We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer at the Table 
Holy, living, and loving God, 

we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the waters of the flood, 

for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 

We give you thanks for Jesus 
who, living among us, 
healed the sick, 
fed the hungry, 
and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 

Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen 
 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 



Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
Come for all things are now ready; the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
This is the body of Christ, given for you.  
All communing may receive their bit of bread from God’s hand, and may share with others in 
their household also using these words. 
 
This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
All communing may drink of the cup they have prepared, and may share with others in their 
household also using these words. 
 
For those fasting, receive this prayer of blessing in God’s presence: 
May God who loves you be truly present with the Spirit of grace, mercy and joy, uplifting and 
blessing you in the promise of neverfailing love God makes to God’s children.  
 
Table Dismissal 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in God’s grace.  
Amen.  
 
Benediction 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
The God of life, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Postlude 
 
Coffee hour/Announcements 


