
Second Sunday of Lent, February 28th 2021 
Zoom Service 10:30 AM 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 
Prelude Take Up Your Cross, ELW 667 

 



Announcements 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.   
Amen. 
 

Let us unmute ourselves, or, remaining muted, confess our sin in the presence of God and of 
one another. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
by what we have done  
and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  
so that we may delight in your will  
and walk in your ways,  
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 
together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins 
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may 
live in your hearts through faith.  
Amen. 
 
Greeting 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
A And also with you! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kyrie 

 



Prayer of the Day 
Let us pray. 
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to be 
for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer 
shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Reading from the New Testament, Romans 4:13-25 
 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants 
through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who 
are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where 
there is no law, neither is there violation. 
  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 
share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you 
the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 
to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 
numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his 
own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when 
he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the 
promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced 
that God was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake 
alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our 
Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our 
justification. 
 
PSALM 22:23-31  

 
 23You who fear the Lord, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory. 
  Stand in awe of the Lord, all you off- | spring of Israel. 
 24For the Lord does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is the Lord‘s 
face hid- | den from them; 
  but when they cry out, | the Lord hears them. 



 25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the Lord. 
 26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your hearts | live forever!  
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the Lord; 
  all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
 28For dominion belongs | to the Lord, 
  who rules o- | ver the nations. 
 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 
  all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the Lord. 
 30Their descendants shall | serve the Lord, 
  whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The | Lord has acted!”  
 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 
 
31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise 
again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But 
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you 
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who 
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and 
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
Sermon 
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HYMN: What Wondrous Love, ELW 666  

 



Prayers of the People 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need, 
responding muted or un-muted to each petition with the phrase, “Your mercy is great.” 
 
Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to those gathered in this assembly, that 
we may follow you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises; give hope and 
courage to those who suffer for their faith. We pray for our bishops Elizabeth and Yehiel, 
pastor Kim, pastor Mark, our president Grace, our council, transition and reopening teams. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, preserve your 
creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join you in tending to creation’s 
well-being. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and between 
nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities we cannot even 
imagine. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
All earth is hopeful. We pray for all suffering from Covid-19, for medical workers, first 
responders, those searching for meaningful work, those receiving as well as all who await a 
vaccine. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of your love shown 
on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. Restore all who are sick or 
grieving. Bring vindication for victims of injustice, exploitation, and oppression, especially 
Steve Andes, Maren Baylaender, Rebecca Bernstein, Serena Bernstein, Babs Deacon, Laura 
Burdick, Mid Carlson, Lucas Forzley, Bob Fried, Kim Gann, Jennifer Grethe, Pat Helm, Jim Jung, 
John and Nancy, Judith Kratochvil, Gordon Larson, Elizabeth and Ernie's family, Elaine Nelson, 
Veronica Repasz, Darryl Simchak, Alyssa Steinberg, George Stewart, Leslie Thais, family and 
friends of Scott Weidler, and those that we name in our hearts (pause for prayers). Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
And now, siblings, for what else shall we pray, silent or spoken aloud? (A longer period of 
silence.) Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the saints whom 
you have called to take up their cross and follow you, that together we may find our lives in 
you. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Peace 
 
Offertory Anthem: Take Up Your Cross by Ronald Corp 
 

We worship God with our offerings. We give thanks for those who support Immanuel’s life and 
mission. We invite you to do that online or by mail, and with your presence, prayer, and talents. 
 
Offertory Prayer  
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, 
and you meet us in our hunger with bread from heaven. 
Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life 
with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Prayer at the Table 
Holy God, our living Water and our merciful Guide, 
together with rivers and seas, wells and springs we bless and magnify you. 
You led your people Israel through the desert, and provided them water from the rock. 
We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, who joined us in our desert, 
pouring out his life for the world. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world.  
And for this we pray: Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Pour out your Spirit on this holy food and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
And for this we pray: Amen! Come, Holy Spirit! 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, both now and forever. 
Amen 

 
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Communion 
Come for all things are now ready; the gifts of God for the people of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
This is the body of Christ, given for you.  
All communing may receive their bit of bread from God’s hand, and may share with others in 
their household also using these words. 
 
This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
All communing may drink of the cup they have prepared, and may share with others in their 
household also using these words. 
 
For those fasting, receive this prayer of blessing in God’s presence: 
May God who loves you be truly present with the Spirit of grace, mercy and joy, uplifting and 
blessing you in the promise of neverfailing love God makes to God’s children.  
 



Table Dismissal 
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you, and keep you in God’s grace.  
Amen.  
 
Benediction 
You are what God made you to be: 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
chosen as holy and beloved, 
freed to serve your neighbor. 
God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 
 
We invite the congregation to be unmuted for their responses as we say farewell and 
godspeed to Pastor Kim at the completion of our season of interim ministry. 
 
Pastor Kim, on April 21th, 2020 
we welcomed you to be our interim pastor.  
You came among us during this season of transition 
to assist us in discerning our mission, to hold us together,  
and to lead us in a time of global pandemic. 
 
We asked you to proclaim God's word,  
announce God's forgiveness,  
and preside at the Lord's table.  
With the gospel you have comforted us in times of hardship  
and trouble, and at the death of our loved ones.  
 
Sharing our joys and sorrows,  
you have been important to our life together -  
in our gatherings for worship and discussion,  
in our service to this community,  
and in God's mission to the whole world.  
 
As you leave this community of faith, we say thank you  
and farewell, and we pray for God's blessing. 
 
People of God, members and friends of Immanuel Lutheran Church,  
do you release Pastor Kim from service as your interim pastor? 
We do, and we give thanks to God for our ministry together. 
 
Pastor Kim, do you recognize and accept 



the completion of your interim ministry  
with the people at Immanuel? 
Response: I do, and I give thanks to God for our ministry together. 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Sending 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God,  
You equip your people with different gifts,  
and you call them to various avenues of service.  
We give you thanks for the interim pastoral ministry  
       of Pastor Kim among the people of God at Immanuel.  
 
You watch over our going out and our coming in:  
bless this time of ending and beginning.  
 
You surround your people in every time and place:  
keep us close in your love.  
 
You accompany your people in times of joy and times of trial:  
prosper all that has been done to your glory in this time together;  
heal and forgive all that has fallen short of your will for us.  
 
Help Pastor Kim and all of us  
to live with courage and gladness  
in the future you give to us.  
 
As she has been a blessing to us,  
we now send her forth to be a blessing to others;  
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!        
Thanks be to God. 
 
Postlude 
 
Coffee hour/Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 



THIS WEEK AT IMMANUEL  
Monday 
Pastor Mark Sloss begins service at Immanuel. 
 
Midweek Lenten Gathering – The Cup of Our Lives 
7 pm Wednesday on zoom 
     Week 2  - The Open Cup 
 
Coffee and Connections Check in! 
9:30 am Thursday on zoom hosted by Linda Edlund  
                Look for the link on the Midweek Gathering email 
 
Quilters and Knitters 
10:30 am Thursday on zoom 
 


