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Welcome!

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.
We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and
gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.
We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.

We're glad God has called you here today! If you're a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastor or assisting
minister. If you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest card, and we'll be happy to send
information on how you can get involved at Immanuel.

Facilities

e  Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue. You may park in the lot at any
time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, see the
church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass. On Sundays, additional parking is available across

the street at the Holiday Inn or in Lot 6 on Lake St. across from the Police and Fire Headquarters. Parking
meters are free on Sunday!

e The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door.

e Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near the
elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by the
elevator.

e Welove having children in worship! There is a nursery and changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed,
located downstairs. There are also changing tables in both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher
will be happy to direct you.

e Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment.

e  Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “lImmanuel,” password “allarewelcome”.
Please use the Internet responsibly!

About Our Worship

Our Sunday worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.
It has a familiar form each week, but the content changes for each service according to a calendar shared with many
other Christians. Our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is organized so that page numbers for the liturgy are in the
front part of the book, while hymn numbers are in the second part. The liturgy and hymns are printed in this bulletin,
but page numbers are provided for those who wish to follow along in the hymnal.

Receiving Holy Communion

We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal, because Christ himself invites you! At the direction of the
usher, come forward if you are able, and kneel at the altar rail, starting at the walls. Receive the bread in the palm
of your hand. (Gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) You may eat it immediately, then take the
silver chalice and drink from it or, if you prefer, take a small cup from the tray. The cups in the outer ring contain
wine. The cups in the center contain grape juice. As you return to your seat, place your empty cup in the trays
provided at the ends of the front pews. Return to your place via the side aisles after you have communed. If you
need to have Communion brought to you, please sit on the aisle, and let either the pastor or an usher know before
the service that you would like to commune at your seat. If you desire a blessing but not the sacrament, you are
invited to come forward with everyone else and fold your arms over your chest to indicate this.



Gathering: The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God ...

Widows are visible everywhere in today’s readings. Jesus denounces those scribes who pray impressive prayers
but devour widows’ houses. He commends the poor widow who in his view gave far more than the major
donors. Jesus doesn't see her simply as an object of compassion or charity. She, like the widow of Zarephath
who shares her last bit of food with Elijah, does something of great importance. Today we also formally
welcome into our fellowship Dana Barron.

P: Presiding Minister  L: Leader/Assisting Minister ~ R: Reader A: Assembly
+ All may make the sign of the cross.

Pre-Service Music Selections from the works of R. Vaughan Willioms, Franck, and Alain

Confession and Forgiveness

P

A

A

Blessed be the + holy Trinity, the one who fashions us,
the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Source of all life,
we confess that we have not allowed
your grace to set us free.
We fear that we are not good enough.
We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.
We turn the church inward,
rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us.
Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,
act for what is just,
and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.

Our sins are forgiven,

God's love is unconditional,

and we are raised up as God's people

who will always be made new,

in the name of + Jesus Christ.

Amen.



Gathering Song

“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us"”
Please turn to face the doors. You may reverence the cross as it passes you.

1 Lord of glo ry, you have bought us with your life - blood
2 Grant us  hearts, dear Lord, to give you glad - ly, free - 1y,
3 Won-drous hon or you have giv - en to our hum - blest
4 Lord of glo ry, you have bought us with your life - blood
/‘ -
Do e o . .
rax g r ] = I 1 |t I T I | ]
| K1 k = I k I T I | ]
I h 1 T | I 1 Il I
L | } LT I I 1 f I i 1 ! 1 F‘
0 . | | |
A T L T | - I L I T Y T I I T y T T 1 I ]
V4% b Il I Il 1 I 1 I Il Il IA] Il I Il Il | 7 =l 1
< [ . \/‘r‘
as the price, mnev - er grudg-ing for the lost ones that tre -
of your own. With the sun - shine of your good-ness melt our
char - i - ty in your own mys -te - rious sen - tence,“You have
as the price, mnev - er grudg-ing for the lost ones that tre -
y T, e e o o

Nl
YT

Pt

D
Trere
i

munn|

==

Q a— i = o ] | 1 = Ei
T I : i E
— — -
men - dous sac - 1i - fice; and with that have free - ly giv - en
thank -less  hearts of stone  till our cold and self - ish na - tures,
done it all to me” Na - ked, sick, in pris - on, hun - gry
men - dous sac - 1 - fice. Give us faith to trust you bold - ly,
& > -
oy et F # - e
A F—F'J—r—!’ H—— F——te—r
0 N | | | | |
A | T | I T I I T T T | | T I I |
'Ianb I I‘ & & [
ANIVA &
J I I — | \ \
bless - ings count-less as the sand to  theun - thank - ful
warmed by  you, at length be - lieve that more hap - py
in the least, your face we view, say - ing by your
hope, to stay  our souls on you: but, oh, best of
. £ . £ r3 2 r 3 -
@Y T | T I /X0 T |y
e =" —re—
‘ . | T
Q i I — - — | —— j— |
‘ i 1 o : !’—F‘I i
& 1 [ J bcl 1 [ ] &
J N g/\ o p /| —
and  the e - vil with your own un - spar - ing hand.
and more Dbless - ed ’tis to give than to re - ceive.
poor and need - y, “Give as I have giv’n to you”
all your grac - es, with your love our love re - new.
T J\ .
> .,k be o - - e o .
(ax ' T i T i T ! T g—H
il K11 | I I I [
el et e iz o= b
I =5 : — T 1

Hymnal 707



Greeting

P

A
Kyrie

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Hymnal p. 138



Canticle of Praise Hymnal p. 139

Assisting minister
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Prayer of the Day

P

A

Let us pray. O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in mercy.
Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your promises, and bring all the
world to share in the treasures that come through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Welcome and Announcements

Word: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song ...

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures 1 Kings 17:8-16

R

R

A reading from First Kings.

¥The word of the LORD came to [Elijah,] saying, °“Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon,
and live there; for | have commanded a widow there to feed you.” '°So he set out and went to
Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he
called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that | may drink.” '"As she was
going to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” '?But she
said, “As the LORD your God lives, | have nothing baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a
little oil in a jug; | am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that | may go home and prepare it
for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” "Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go
and do as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards
make something for yourself and your son. "“For thus says the LorD the God of Israel: The jar
of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the LorD sends rain
on the earth.” '°She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household
ate for many days. '°The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according
to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah.

Word of God, word of life.

A Thanks be to God!



Psalm 146 ELW Psalm Tone 7
The organ will play the tone, and then the refrain, and then the Assembly will sing the refrain through.
The right side of the Assembly sings lightface verses to the tone, and the left sings boldfaced verses.
All sing the refrain where indicated by “R.”
Tone:
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The LorD lifts  up those  who are  bowed down.
'Hal- ! lelujah!

Praise the Lorp, | O my soul!
’l will praise the Lorp as long | as | live;
I will sing praises to my God while I | have my being.
Put not your ! trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there ! is no help.
“When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
and in that day ! their thoughts perish. R

*Happy are they who have the God of Jacob ! for their help,
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
‘who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that ! is in them;
who keeps promis- | es forever;
‘who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger.
The LoRD sets the | captive free.
“The LorD opens the eyes of the blind; the Lorp lifts up those who ! are bowed down;
the Lorp! loves the righteous. R

°The LorD cares ! for the stranger;

the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way ! of the wicked.
'°The Lorbp shall | reign forever,

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. | Hallelujah! R



Reading from the New Testament Hebrews 9:24-28

R Areading from Hebrews.

/Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true one, but he
entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. °Nor was it to
offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood
that is not his own; **for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the foundation
of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by
the sacrifice of himself. ’And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the
judgment, “®so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second
time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.

R Word of God, word of life.
A Thanks be to God!

The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation Hymnal p. 142
0 u .
##:;":Q_f_'_'_d' ———i — —
| | | d P
a7 — — | 1 i [ _— —) | 1
J ' — g | m—
Al-le -1lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
N u . f—
A T— T— - o - R — |
—
| — | | -
J 4 '
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

Mark 12:38-44

P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord!

*As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and
to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, *and to have the best seats in the synagogues
and places of honor at banquets! ““They devour widows' houses and for the sake of
appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

“He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the
treasury. Many rich people putin large sums. “’A poor widow came and put in two small copper
coins, which are worth a penny. ““Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly | tell you,
this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. “*For all
of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in
everything she had, all she had to live on.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!
The Gospel Acclamation is sung once again. The Assembly is then seated.



Sermon

Time of Silence
A bell will chime to begin a time of silence for reflection.
During this time, you may want to meditate on one word or phrase from the scriptures or from the sermon
that stands out to you, asking the Spirit to show you how it applies to your own life.
When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands to respond to the Word.

10



Hymn of the Day “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” Hymnal 678
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Affirmation of Baptism and Reception of New Member

> >» U O

Today we welcome Dana Barron into official membership.
In baptism ...
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for Dana in her life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us welcome this sister in Christ to full participation in this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

The Apostles’ Creed

L
A

With the whole Church, let us profess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the + resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

12

L

With the people of God gathered here and throughout the world, we offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all people in need.

O God, preserve your church from empty piety. Keep our bishops, pastors, teachers, and all
who proclaim your good news strong in faith. We pray for our bishops, Elizabeth and Wayne,
our pastor, Keith, our president, Sara, our Council, and for all whom you have called here in
your name. Stir up our will to act with mercy and compassion. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Provide all living things with sufficient food and clean water. Make us ever mindful of the
farmers and laborers who supply us with food, and open our hands to share what we have
received. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Peace

p
A

Awaken our nation to care for veterans and others who have experienced the stress and
trauma of war or other military conflicts. Inspire us to promote the well-being of those who
have put themselves in the service of others. We pray also for those affected by the shooting
in Thousand Oaks, and pray that you will give us courage to end the scourge of gun violence.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bow down to meet those who are trampled. Greet them with mercy, and give new life to those
who feel overwhelmed or broken by discrimination, grief, or illness. We remember especially
Serena Bernstein, Margaret Carlson, Lynn Carson, Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe, Judy Hokenson,
Ron Laudert, Richard Lewis, Joe Skelton, John and Doris Strom, and those we name now aloud
or in our hearts [...]. Deliver them from their struggles into havens where they can find healing
and faithful companionship. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless the ministries in our community that reach out to people who are unnoticed or neglected.
Give us a common vision of justice that eliminates hunger, greed, and self-righteousness. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray?
The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Bind us together with the saints of every time and place, remembering especially Martin of
Tours, Seren Kierkegaard, and Elizabeth of Hungary, until we join them around your throne.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Enfold all things in your compassion, O God, and bring us into your life through the faithfulness
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Greet one another in the peace of Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar words.

If you prefer not to shake hands, you might raise your hand in a gesture of blessing
as you speak peace to your neighbors. After the Peace, all return to their seats.

13



Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ ...

An offering is gathered for doing God’s mission, including the care of those in need.

“Psalm 146"

Offering

Offering Music Claude Lefeune

“Here is Bread” Hymnal 483

Presentation of the Gifts
The Assembly stands and sings as the gifts are brought forward and the Table is prepared.
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1 Here is bread, here is wine, Christ is with us, he is with us.
2 Here is grace, here is peace,  Christ is with us, he is with us.
3 Here we are, joined in one, Christ is with us, he is with us.
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Know his grace, find his peace, feast on Je - sus  here.
We’ll pro-claim till he comes Je - sus cru - ¢i - fied.

I Refrain I l i
I N s - ;
,‘ I I

g

In this bread there is heal-ing, in this cup is life for-ev-er.
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In this mo - ment, by the Spir - it, Christ is with us here.

Offering Prayer

L Letus pray.

A God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth,
these resources of our life and our labor.
Take them, offered in great thanksgiving,
and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light.
Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Dialogu
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Preface
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e

The Lord be with you!

And also with you!

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for your love has embraced all
people and you are coming to save all who eagerly await you. In the beginning you founded
the world, and nourished all life upon it. You opened your hand in time of famine to feed the
widow and her son who trusted in you, though you were not their God.

You came among us in your child, Jesus Christ, exposing the hypocrisy of the proud and
honoring the generosity of the humble. The powers of evil had him killed, but in his sacrificial
death he removed our sins. You raised him to new life and made him the high priest who
appears on our behalf in your Holy Place, as he prepares to return in glory, bringing your
salvation to all the world.

Therefore, with hearts full of gratitude, we sing joyfully, giving thanks to you, who are both
Father and Mother to us, at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We join our voices with Martin, Bishop of Tours, with Sgren Aabye Kierkegaard and Elizabeth
of Hungary, and with all your holy ones of all times and places. With earth and all its creatures,
with sun, moon, and stars, with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
Name, and join their unending hymn:

15



Holy, Holy, Holy
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

Thanksgiving at the Table

16

P O God most mighty, O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

Hymnal, p. 144



In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out “Amen!”
Amen!

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout “Amen!”
Amen!

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead “Amen.”
Amen.
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O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one.

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.

Grant us such life,
the life of the Father to the Son,
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,
life in you, now and forever.
A Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread and Invi

L
A Thanks be to God!

Distribution of Holy Communion

tation

Speak to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.

The Assembly is seated. Please come forward as the ushers direct, and as you are able.
See the inside front cover for instructions concerning Holy Communion.

Communion Song “Lamb of God” Hymnal 146
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

Communion Song

The Assembly stands when directed by the Presiding Minister.

Blessing after Communion

P The body and blood of our + Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

A Amen.
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The Choir will lead us in singing simple Communion songs. Please feel free to join in!



Post-Communion Song

“For the Bread Which You Have Broken” (w. 7 and 2 only) Hymnal 494
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I For the bread which you have bro - ken, for the wine which you have poured,
2 By this prom -ise that you love us, by your gift of peace re - stored,
3 With the saints who now a - dore you, seat-ed at the heav’n-ly board,
4 In  your ser - vice, Lord, de-fend us; in our hearts keep watch and ward;
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let your king-dom come, O Lord.
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Prayer after Communion

' i

O

L Letus pray. Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to
be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness,

that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our rock and our redeemer.

A Amen.
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Sending: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world ...

Sending of Communion

P Let us pray. Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the
angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and
sacrament with those who are sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and
strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding
presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

A Amen.

Sending Song  “Take My Life, That | May Be" (Printed on next page. Spanish lyrics in hymnal) Hymnal 583

Please turn as the cross passes you to face the doors through which you will be sent out in mission.

Blessing

P Go out and share God's love with all. Do not slave for things that are not life-giving, but trust in
God's provision, and give generously of all you have.

And may God watch over you and provide for you;

may + Christ Jesus be to you a restorer of life;

and may the Holy Spirit lead you in the ways of humble generosity.
A Amen.

Dismissal

L Goin peace. Serve the Lord!
A Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Please stay for a time of fellowship immediately following the service.
Refreshments today are provided by Jacques and Marlene Chatain.
Come enjoy one another’s company and hear about all the opportunities for service and community!

Serving in worship today...
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Take My Life, That I May Be
Toma, oh Dios, mi voluntad
Refrain/E. h!ublh’n
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This Week’s Commemorations

Martin, Bishop of Tours, d. 397

Sunday, November 11, 2018

Martin's pagan father enlisted him in the Roman army. Approached by a beggar, Martin cut his cloak in
half and gave part to the man, whom he later understood as representing Christ. He asked to leave the
army, but was jailed instead. After his release, he became a preacher, and later a bishop.

Soren Aabye Kierkegaard, teacher, d. 1855

Sunday, November 11, 2018

Kierkegaard was a Danish theologian whose writings also gave rise to the modern philosophy of
existentialism. He frequently attacked the complacency of the state church of his day, as well as its desire
to be accepted by polite society rather than be a stumbling block.

Elizabeth of Hungary, renewer of society, d. 1231

Saturday, November 17, 2018

Born in Hungary, Elizabeth was betrothed to the son of the Landgrave of Thuringia, and at age four was
taken to be raised with him at the Wartburg Castle. Ten years later they were married. She was very
generous to the poor, and after her husband's death she lived in cruel hardship until her own death at
age 24.

CREDITS: Liturgy texts and music from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32867. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Preface adapted from laughingbird.net.
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Why This Widow?

Being exhorted to give money to religious institutions—especially large religious ones—is an
experience shared by many faithful people. And yes, those with means are often reasonably tasked
with the responsibility for making sure salaries are paid, building repairs are made, and a community
has what it needs. But it is upsetting to think how the message of “Give! Give! Give!” would have
affected someone like the widow in today's gospel story. It just feels wrong. Her gift of two copper
coins is striking for its testimony to both her devotion and her material desperation.

Jesus doesn't glorify this widow's poverty, and neither should we. But in praising her material
sacrifice, Jesus shows us that the best teachers and exemplars of the faith are often people such as
she, who give themselves fully to God despite crushing hardship. For having no choice but to utterly
depend upon the Lord our God, the “least of these” may dwell in the wisdom of the cross in a way
that those who are materially comfortable perhaps cannot.

Of course, even those who can write large checks to church capital campaigns know suffering and
helplessness in the face of circumstances beyond their individual control. Serious illness, untimely
deaths, accidents, betrayals, and random events all happen indiscriminately in this life. For followers
of Jesus, confidence, power, and joy in spite of hardship comes from a deep dependence upon God
that seeps into and permeates their lives. Be encouraged and strengthened by this widow's example.
Even more, be encouraged and strengthened by Jesus’ compassion and love for her and for you.

Upcoming Events

Saturday, Nov. 17 Thanksgiving Farmers’ 8:30-1:00 PM
Market
Wednesday, Nov. 21 Interfaith Thanksgiving 7:00 PM

Service, First Congregational

Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership
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Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.
We've been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888!



