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Welcome!

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.
We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and
gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.
We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.

We're glad God has called you here today! If you're a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastor or assisting
minister. If you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest card, and we'll be happy to send
information on how you can get involved at Immanuel.

Facilities

e Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue. You may park in the lot at any
time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, see the
church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass. On Sundays, additional parking is available across
the street at the Holiday Inn or in Lot 6 on Lake St. across from the Police and Fire Headquarters. Parking
meters are free on Sunday!

e The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door.

e Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near the
elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by the
elevator.

e Welove having children in worship! There is a nursery and changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed,
located downstairs. There are also changing tables in both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher
will be happy to direct you.

e Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment.

e  Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “lImmanuel,” password “allarewelcome”.
Please use the Internet responsibly!

About Our Worship

Our Sunday worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the Lord's Supper.
It has a familiar form each week, but the content changes for each service according to a calendar shared with many
other Christians. Our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is organized so that page numbers for the liturgy are in the
front part of the book, while hymn numbers are in the second part. The liturgy and hymns are printed in this bulletin,
but page numbers are provided for those who wish to follow along in the hymnal.

Receiving Holy Communion

We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal, because Christ himself invites you! At the direction of the
usher, come forward if you are able, and kneel at the altar rail, starting at the walls. Receive the bread in the palm
of your hand. (Gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) You may eat it immediately, then take the
silver chalice and drink from it or, if you prefer, take a small cup from the tray. The cups in the outer ring contain
wine. The cups in the center contain grape juice. As you return to your seat, place your empty cup in the trays
provided at the ends of the front pews. Return to your place via the side aisles after you have communed. If you
need to have Communion brought to you, please sit on the aisle, and let either the pastor or an usher know before
the service that you would like to commune at your seat. If you desire a blessing but not the sacrament, you are
invited to come forward with everyone else and fold your arms over your chest to indicate this.



Gathering: The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God ...

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find comforting. Jesus’
saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of the original intent of God's law.
Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children should challenge us as well. What does it mean
to receive the kingdom of God as a child does? On this day, we also remember with gratefulness St. Francis of

Assisi, who called animals “brother” and “sister,” and taught that all of creation sings God's praise.

Pre-Service Music

P: Presiding Minister  L: Leader/Assisting Minister

Confession and Forgiveness

P

A

Blessed be the + holy Trinity, the one who fashions us,

the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Source of all life,

we confess that we have not allowed

your grace to set us free.

We fear that we are not good enough.

We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.

We turn the church inward,

rather than moving it outward.

Forgive us. Stir us.

Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,

act for what is just,

and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.

Our sins are forgiven,

God's love is unconditional,

and we are raised up as God's people

who will always be made new,

in the name of + Jesus Christ.

A Amen.

R: Reader A: Assembly
+ All may make the sign of the cross.

“Variations on Hymns of the Day”

Various



Gathering Song “All Creatures of Our God and King” Hymnal 98
Please turn to face the doors. You may reverence the cross as it passes you.
Every refrain is sung by all. V.1: All: v.2: Men; v. 3: Women; v.4:All; v.5: Women; v.6: Men; v.7: All
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5 O ev’ryone of tender heart,
Forgiving others, take your part,
Oh, praise him! Alleluia!
All you who pain and sorrow bear,
Praise God and lay on him your care. Refiain

6 And you, most kind and gentle death,
Waiting to hush our final breath,
Oh, praise him! Alleluia!
You lead to heav’n the child of God,
Where Christ our Lord the way has trod. refiain

7 Let all things their Creator bless
And worship God in humbleness.
Oh, praise him! Alleluia!
Oh, praise the Father, praise the Son,
And praise the Spirit, Three in One, Refiain

Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
A And also with you.



Kyrie

Hymnal p. 138
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Canticle of Praise Hymnal p. 139

Assisting minister
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Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. Most high, omnipotent good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the
vanities of this world; that, following the way of your blessed servant, Francis of Assisi, we may
for love of you delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy. O God, you have made
us and all living things. You are even more wonderful than what you have made. As you take
care of us, so also we ask your help that we might take care of all those who trust us to look
after them. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, now and forever.

A Amen.

Welcome and Announcements

Blessing of the Animals

At this time, those who wish to receive blessings for their animals are invited to come forward.

P Most high, almighty Lord, our Creator, yours are the praise, the glory, the honor, and all
blessings! To you alone do all things belong. Be praised for giving us the animals, birds and
fish which fill your world. Almighty and everlasting God, Creator of all things and giver of all
life, let your blessing be upon all these animals present here, and on all those everywhere. May
our relationships with them mirror your love, and our care for them be an example of your
bountiful mercy. Grant these creatures health and peace. Strengthen us to love and care for
them as we strive to imitate the love of Jesus Christ our Lord and God's servant Francis. Amen.

P [Name of animal], may you be blessed in the name of the Creator, in the name of the Redeemer
of Creation, and in the name of the Spirit who breathes life into all living creatures. May you
and [name of guardian] enjoy life together, and may you know the full joy of the God who
created you.

The Assembly is seated.



Word: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song ...

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Genesis 2:18-24

R Areading from Genesis.

'®The LorD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; | will make him a helper as
his partner.” °So out of the ground the LorD God formed every animal of the field and every
bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever
the man called every living creature, that was its name. °The man gave names to all cattle, and
to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a
helper as his partner. “'So the LorD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he
slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 2?And the rib that the LorD
God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. “*Then the
man said,

“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman,
for out of Man this one was taken.”

*Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become
one flesh.

R Word of God, word of life.
A Thanks be to God!



Psalm 8 ELW Psalm Tone 6
The organ will play the tone, and then the refrain, and then the Assembly will sing the refrain through.
The right side of the Assembly sings lightface verses to the tone, and the left sings boldfaced verses.
All sing the refrain where indicated by “R.”
Tone:
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You crown us with glo - ry and hon - or.

'O I'Lorp our Lord,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—
’you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and
children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger.
*When | consider your heavens, the work ! of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set !in their courses,
“what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them,
human beings that you should ! care for them? R

°Yet you have made them little less | than divine;
with glory and hon- | or you crown them.
°You have made them rule over the works ! of your hands;
you have put all things un- ! der their feet:
‘all I flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts ! of the field,
the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths ! of the sea.
°0 I'Lorp our Lord,
how majestic is your name in ! all the earth! R
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Second Reading Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12

R

R

A reading from Hebrews.

'Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, “but in these
last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom
he also created the worlds. *He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God's
very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, “having become as much superior
to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.

“*Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. °But
someone has testified somewhere,

“What are human beings that you are mindful of them, or mortals, that you care for them?
’You have made them for a little while lower than the angels;

you have crowned them with glory and honor,

subjecting all things under their feet.”

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do not
yet see everything in subjection to them,’but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was made
lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death,
so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.

91t was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. ''For
the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus
is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, '*saying,

“I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters,
in the midst of the congregation | will praise you.”

Word of God, word of life.

A Thanks be to God!

The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation Hymnal p. 142
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Gospel

p
A

Mark 10:2-16

This is the Good News of Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord!

’Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?”
*He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” “They said, “Moses allowed a man to
write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” °But Jesus said to them, “Because of your
hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. “But from the beginning of creation,
‘God made them male and female.” "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two, but
one flesh. °Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.”

"“Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. '"He said to them,
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; '?and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

SPeople were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the
disciples spoke sternly to them. “But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them,
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom
of God belongs. "*Truly | tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child
will never enter it.” '®And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed
them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ!

The Gospel Acclamation is sung once again. The Assembly is then seated.

Sermon

Time of Silence

12

A bell will chime to begin a time of silence for reflection.

During this time, you may want to meditate on one word or phrase from the scriptures or from the sermon

that stands out to you, asking the Spirit to show you how it applies to your own life.
When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands to respond to the Word.



Hymn of the Day “This Is My Father's World "
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The Apostles’ Creed

L
A

With the whole Church, let us profess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the + resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

14

L

Longing for God's will to be fulfilled among us, we pray persistently for the church, the world,
and all people in need.

Holy God, send your blessing out into the world through missionaries, evangelists, and
servants of your church. Through them spread good news to all who need it. We pray for our
bishops, Elizabeth and Wayne, our pastor, Keith, our president, Sara, our Council, and for all
whom you have called here in your name. Enliven the church to nourish its members, to love
the earth, and to serve its neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We praise you for the animals of the field, the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, and all the
works of your hands. Let our care for all you have made reflect your desire for the health of all
creation. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Rule the nations of this world with the same grace you employ to align planets, stars, and
moons. Where there is disorder, move us toward righteousness and justice. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.



L Deliver your care to your children who feel unworthy of care. Bend down low to lift up people
who struggle to find others who will embrace them in time of need. We pray especially for
Serena Bernstein, Margaret Carlson, Lynn Carson, Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe, Judy Hokenson,
Ron Laudert, Richard Lewis, Joe Skelton, John and Doris Strom, and those we name now aloud
or in our hearts [...J. Lord, in your mercy,

A hear our prayer.

L Bring reconciliation among this community. Heal relationships that are broken. When we face
division, open our eyes to signs of new life. Lord, in your mercy,
A hear our prayer.

L And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray?
The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited.

L Lord, in your mercy,
A hear our prayer.

L Along with all the saints, form us into a holy and loving community in which people can find
abundant compassion and peace. We remember especially this week your servants Francis of
Assisi, Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, and Massie L. Kennard. Through us bring others into your
unbreakable covenant. Lord, in your mercy,

A hear our prayer.

P Enfold all things in your compassion, O God, and bring us into your life through the faithfulness
of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
A Amen.

Peace

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
A And also with you.
Greet one another in the peace of Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar words.
If you prefer not to shake hands, you might raise your hand in a gesture of blessing
as you speak peace to your neighbors. After the Peace, all return to their seats.

This Week’s Commemorations

Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, pastor in North America, d. 1787.

Sunday, October 7, 2018

Divided Lutherans in America asked leaders in Europe to send someone who could take charge and
unite their work. Muhlenberg was sent, and was effective in organizing the American Lutherans. Among
other accomplishments, his liturgical principles became the basis for the Common Service of 1888.

Massie L. Kennard, renewer of the church, d. 1996

Wednesday, October 10, 2018

A native of Chicago, Kennard was a major figure in supporting and working toward ethnic and racial
inclusiveness in the former Lutheran Church in America. Ordained in 1958, he served in positions
including Director for Minority Concerns of the Division for Mission in North America.

15



Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ ...

Offering An offering is gathered for doing God's mission, including the care of those in need.
Offering Music “All Things Bright and Beautiful”  Richard Shephard
Presentation of the Gifts “Father, We Thank You” Hymnal 478

The Assembly stands and sings as the gifts are brought forward and the Table is prepared.
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Offering Prayer

L Letus pray.
A God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth,
these resources of our life and our labor.
Take them, offered in great thanksgiving,
and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light.
Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with you!

And also with you!

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for your love is always before us
and you honor all who turn from evil and honor you. Through your Son, you formed the earth
and created humans and animals to inhabit it.

Through your prophets you spoke to our forebears, but now you have spoken to us through
your Son, Jesus. Though he is the perfect imprint of your being, he was made for a little while
lower than the angels, and walked with us the road of our suffering. Tasting death in his own
body, he has pioneered the path to resurrection life, and is now at your side, crowned with
glory and honor. He has become our perfect priest, making purification for sins and bringing
us into your kingdom as joyous children—his beloved sisters and brothers.

Therefore, with hearts full of gratitude, we sing joyfully, giving thanks to you, who are both
Father and Mother to us, at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We join our voices with Francis of Assisi, Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, Massie L. Kennard, and
with all your holy ones of all times and places. With earth and all its creatures, with sun, moon,
and stars, with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your Name, and join
their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy

Hymnal, p. 144
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Thanksgiving at the Table

P O God most mighty, O God most merciful,
O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,
call us to your table,
grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out “Amen!”
Amen!

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout “Amen!”
Amen!

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead “Amen.”
Amen.

U » U P> U P> U

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one.

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.

Grant us such life,
the life of the Father to the Son,
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,
life in you, now and forever.
A Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation

L Speakto us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.
A Thanks be to God!

Distribution of Holy Communion

The Assembly is seated. Please come forward as the ushers direct, and as you are able.
See the inside front cover for instructions concerning Holy Communion.

Communion Song “Lamb of God” Hymnal 146
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

The Assembly stands when directed by the Presiding Minister.

Blessing after Communion

P The body and blood of our + Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
A Amen.
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Post-Communion Song “Strengthen for Service, Lord” Hymnal 497
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Prayer after Communion

L Letus pray. Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to
be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our rock and our redeemer.

A Amen.
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Sending: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world ...

Sending of Communion

P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who
will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

A Amen.

Sending Song “Let All Things Now Living " (printed on next page) Hymnal 881
Please turn as the cross passes you to face the doors through which you will be sent out in mission.
Blessing

P Go now and welcome the signs of God's kingdom with the joyous simplicity of children.
Walk boldly in God's strength, and care for all of creation with God's own love for it.

And may God rescue you and be gracious to you.
May + Christ Jesus welcome you as his brothers and sisters.
and may the Holy Spirit give you courage in time of suffering
and strengthen you in integrity.
A Amen.

Dismissal

L Goin peace. Serve the Lord!
A Thanks be to God!

Postlude Variations on “All Creatures of Our God and King" arr. Wayne L. Wold

Please stay for a time of fellowship immediately following the service.
Refreshments today are provided by the Ross Family.
Come enjoy one another’s company and hear about all the opportunities for service and community!

Serving in Worship today...

PreSIAING IMINISTEI ..ottt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbt bebas Pr. Keith Fry

Assisting Minister e Kim Miller
AACOIYER ottt bbb a et Rkt E AR b E AR bbb bbbttt ettt as .. Caroline Nakic
Lector ...Dana Baron
Communion Minister e Susan Ross
IVIUSIC DIFECEON w.vvivitieieieierisisisesesesessssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssesssssssssesessssssssseseseses e s s s e s e s s s e s e s e s s sese s e s es e s eaesesesesessaeasssaesesssesssssssessssassnasanas ..James Morehead
O BANISE vttt ettt ettt b bbb bbb bbb b bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bR bbb bbb b bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb benes Laurie Stivers
TADIE PreParation ....ccuiiciiieeciiicieiieie ettt ettt bbb bbbkt ....Kathryn Skelton
COMMUINION BIrAG ...ttt bbb bbb bbb bbbttt bbbt bbbt Audrey Moy
Ushers Joanne and Erik Shearer

CREDITS: Liturgy texts and music from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32867. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Preface adapted from laughingbird.net.

22



Let All Things Now Living

0u |
7 - o I I —— i ;
(W 4% | 1 Py = F | o | | | | 1 | | |
fey— P — P B —
[B\37 — i —— A — 1
S | | —
1 Let all things now liv-ing a song of thanks - giv - ing to
2 God rules all the forc - es: the stars in their  cours-es and
0u [
gE ] = _ S
& 910
J e o b [ 4
God  the cre - a - tor tri - um - phant - ly raise,
sun  in its or - bit o - be - dient - ly shine;
0u .
7% T Py I I — T —

| |
| 1 Py | | | T III{ i i
—1 | |
f T m— & [ 4

who fash-ioned and made wus, pro-tect-ed and stayed us, who
the  hills and the moun - tains, the riv - ers and foun - tains, the

0w
[ ] T T . -
| | | T | 1 | | 1
. ] e 4 s
J - o e L4
still  guides us on to the end of our days.
deeps of the o - cean pro - claim God di - vine.
0 4 p—
7 o P ———— T —
o —— H' o I I H- ' o - i_‘_;g‘
.\ s —| | — i | | | — |
”; ] | ]
God’s ban - ners are oer us, God’s light goes be -
We too should be voic - ing  our love  and re -
0u . .
fPe L T e, L e 4y o
o P 4 o T i
[A\IV | | 1] I | I 1 1 | 11
S | | = | '
fore us, a pil -lar  of fire shin-ing forth in the night,
joic-ing; with glad ad - o - ra - tion a song let us raise
0 u K
[ A [T P> I | | | | | — | I
. P~ Y i — 1 . —]
% | P N — P I R
| | | e — 1 —1
S @ | | — ’ »
till shad-ows have van-ished and dark - ness is ban - ished, as

till  all things now liv-ing wu - nite in thanks - giv - ing: “To

e e — |

for - ward we trav - el from light in - to light.
God in the high - estt ho - san - na  and praise

E]
I

1



As a Little Child

Beth gave birth to her son at four in the afternoon. Because of some initial breathing troubles, the baby
was whisked away to the intensive care unit while Beth was wheeled to the recovery area. It wasn't until
three in the morning that the baby was able to leave the ICU. The nurse brought him to Beth, placed him
in her arms and left them alone. There was quiet outside her window except for a trickle of traffic and
the sound of hospital employees coming and going with the change of shifts. Just another day beginning.
But Beth knew nothing was ordinary about this day. She smiled at her son, held him close and whispered
what felt like a thousand promises to him. He looked up at her with sleepy eyes, seeming to rest on every
one of her promises.

Time spent with children teaches us the unwieldy truth that everything we do and say is being observed
carefully. They look to us for the answers about how things work, what is right and wrong, how to speak,
and how to love. Whether we deserve it or not, they believe in us passionately, unflinchingly. Jesus’ holy
heart melted as he looked into the innocent, trusting eyes of the children around him. He loved them,
well-behaved or not—we can tell because he told us that how we welcome children shows how we
welcome God's own self (Mark 9:37). He was fiercely protective of them—we can tell because he warned
us that it would be better to be violently drowned than to knowingly interfere with a child’s faith
(Mark 9:42). And he knew children have great lessons of faith to teach us—we can tell because he said
that we must receive the kingdom of God as a little child in order to enter it (Mark 10:15).

Upcoming Events

Saturda,y Oct. 20 Bridges to Home Cabaret 7:00 PM
Saturday, Oct. 27 Organ Recital 7:30 PM

Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership
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TRE REV. KEITN FIY oottt ettt ettt et et b et ae et b Rt s et b b bbb bbb s ennean Pastor
Sara Krentz .Congregation Council President
JAMES MOIENEAM .....eveviiiiteeee et e b bbbt ans oot et b e s ere et neteane Music Director
GIEE HUMIMEN .ttt sttt s bt 4 bbb s bbbkt e bbbt b s b et sebeene Organist

LAUIIE STIVEIS ..ttt ettt ettt ettt Associate Organist
JANE KAINATSU ...ttt ettt ettt b et s et e e b eseae et ebess e b esssb s ebe st ebeseseebebess b esess s ebese b esese et ebess b eneasesebeanebenn Parish Administrator

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.
We've been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888!



