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Welcome!

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.
We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and
gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.
We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.

We're glad God has called you here today! If you're a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastor or assisting
minister. If you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest card, and we'll be happy to send
information on how you can get involved at Immanuel.

Facilities

e  Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue. You may park in the lot at any
time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, see the
church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass. On Sundays, additional parking is available across

the street at the Holiday Inn or in Lot 6 on Lake St. across from the Police and Fire Headquarters. Parking
meters are free on Sunday!

e The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door.

e Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near the
elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by the
elevator.

e Welove having children in worship! There is a nursery and changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed,
located downstairs. There are also changing tables in both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher
will be happy to direct you.

e Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment.

e  Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “lImmanuel,” password “allarewelcome”.
Please use the Internet responsibly!

About Our Worship

Our Sunday worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the Lord's Supper.
It has a familiar form each week, but the content changes for each service according to a calendar shared with many
other Christians. Our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is organized so that page numbers for the liturgy are in the
front part of the book, while hymn numbers are in the second part. The liturgy and hymns are printed in this bulletin,
but page numbers are provided for those who wish to follow along in the hymnal.

Receiving Holy Communion

We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal, because Christ himself invites you! At the direction of the
usher, come forward if you are able, and kneel at the altar rail, starting at the walls. Receive the bread in the palm
of your hand. (Gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) You may eat it immediately, then take the
silver chalice and drink from it or, if you prefer, take a small cup from the tray. The cups in the outer ring contain
wine. The cups in the center contain grape juice. As you return to your seat, place your empty cup in the trays
provided at the ends of the front pews. Return to your place via the side aisles after you have communed. If you
need to have Communion brought to you, please sit on the aisle, and let either the pastor or an usher know before
the service that you would like to commune at your seat. If you desire a blessing but not the sacrament, you are
invited to come forward with everyone else and fold your arms over your chest to indicate this.



Gathering: The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God ...

Someone is casting out demons in Jesus’ name who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle, and the disciples want him
stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who prophesied without official
authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name,
even when it is not under his control. The circle we form around Jesus’word must be able to value good being
done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can'’t keep tabs on.

Pre-Service Music

P: Presiding Minister  L: Leader/Assisting Minister

Confession and Forgiveness

P

A

Blessed be the + holy Trinity, the one who fashions us,

the one who heals us, the one who reforms us again and again.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Source of all life,

we confess that we have not allowed

your grace to set us free.

We fear that we are not good enough.

We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.

We turn the church inward,

rather than moving it outward.

Forgive us. Stir us.

Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,

act for what is just,

and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.

Our sins are forgiven,

God's love is unconditional,

and we are raised up as God's people

who will always be made new,

in the name of + Jesus Christ.

A Amen.

R: Reader A: Assembly
+ All may make the sign of the cross.

Variations on hymns for the day

Various composers



Gathering Song
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“Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven” Hymnal 864
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Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
A And also with you.
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Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - Tu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!
g !|> o~ , e 4 ]

. | ud g »
y M | Htﬁ — —
P 4_F7 D I . r



Kyrie

Hymnal p. 138
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Canticle of Praise Hymnal p. 139

Assisting minister
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Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give
us a share of your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

A Amen.
The Assembly is seated.

Welcome and Announcements



Word: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song ...

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29

R

R

A reading from Numbers.

“The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and said, “If
only we had meat to eat! "We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, the
cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; ®but now our strength is dried up,
and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.”

"“Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their
tents. Then the LORD became very angry, and Moses was displeased. ''So Moses said to the
LorD, “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have | not found favor in your sight,
that you lay the burden of all this people on me? '“Did | conceive all this people? Did | give birth
to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a sucking
child, to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors? *Where am | to get meat to
give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!" 'l am not
able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. "°If this is the way you are
going to treat me, put me to death at once—if | have found favor in your sight—and do not let
me see my misery.”

'°So the LoRD said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, whom you know
to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of meeting, and
have them take their place there with you.”

*So Moses went out and told the people the words of the LoRD; and he gathered seventy
elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. *Then the LORD came down in the
cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy
elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again.

“Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the
spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the
tent, and so they prophesied in the camp. ’And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and
Medad are prophesying in the camp.” “*And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of
his chosen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” ?But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous
for my sake? Would that all the LoRrD's people were prophets, and that the LorD would put his
spirit on them!”

Word of God, word of life.

A Thanks be to God!



Psalm 54 ELW Psalm Tone 10
The organ will play the tone, and then the refrain, and then the Assembly will sing the refrain through.
The right side of the Assembly sings lightface verses to the tone, and the left sings boldfaced verses.
All sing the refrain where indicated by “R.”
Tone:
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The com-mand-ment of the LORD gives light to the eyes.

'The teaching of the Lorp is perfect and re- ! vives the soul;
the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to ! the simple.
*The statutes of the LorD are just and re- ! joice the heart;
the commandment of the Lorbp is clear and gives light ! to the eyes.
°The fear of the LoRD is clean and en- | dures forever;
the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous ! altogether.
'"More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold,
sweeter far than honey, than honey ! in the comb. R

"By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened,
and in keeping them there is | great reward.
'“Who can detect one’s | own offenses?
Cleanse me from my ! secret faults.
“Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion ! over me;
then shall | be whole and sound, and innocent of a ! great offense.
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable
l'in your sight,
O Lorp, my strength and | my redeemer. R



Reading from the New Testament James 5:13-20

R Areading from James.

SAre any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of
praise. "“Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them
pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. "°The prayer of faith will save
the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.
"“Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be
healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. '’Elijah was a human being like
us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not
rain on the earth. '¥Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its
harvest.

"My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back
by another, “°you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the
sinner’'s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.

R Word of God, word of life.
A Thanks be to God!

The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation Hymnal p. 142
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Gospel Mark 9:38-50

P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ according to Mark.
A Glory to you, O Lord!

*John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” *°But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no
one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me.
““Whoever is not against us is for us. “'For truly | tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to
drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward.

“2"If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown
into the sea. “’If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life
maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. “°And if your foot
causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and
to be thrown into hell. “’And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you
to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell,
“where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.

“S“For everyone will be salted with fire. *°Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can
you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
A Praise to you, O Christ!

The Gospel Acclamation is sung once again. The Assembly is then seated.
Sermon

Time of Silence
A bell will chime to begin a time of silence for reflection.
During this time, you may want to meditate on one word or phrase from the scriptures or from the sermon
that stands out to you, asking the Spirit to show you how it applies to your own life.
When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands to respond to the Word.

11
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Hymn of the Day

“If God My Lord Be for Me ”
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2 1 build on this foun - da - tion, that Je - sus and his blood
3 Christ Je - sus is my splen - dor, my sun, my light, a - lone;
4 For joy my heart is ring - ing; all sor-row dis - ap - pears;
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The Apostles’ Creed

L

A

With the whole Church, let us profess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the + resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

L

Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God's beloved creation.

Gracious God, you gather together people of faith in every time and every place to be the risen
body of Christ in the world. We pray for our bishops, Elizabeth and Wayne, our pastor, Keith,
our president, Sara, our Council, and for all whom you have called here in your name. Enliven
the church to nourish its members, to love the earth, and to serve its neighbors. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Creative God, you weave together the fabric of the universe. Forests and fields bear the banner
of your abundance. Give us wisdom and discernment to be good stewards of our resources.
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you bless people with intelligence and compassion. Inspire citizens to raise up
good leaders who seek peace and reconciliation among nations and who long to repair the
world. We pray especially today for Syria and Yemen. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.
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Peace

14
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Loving God, you house the homeless, free the captive, and heal the sick. Make our hands your
hands in service to strangers and friends. We pray especially for Serena Bernstein, Margaret
Carlson, Lynn Carson, Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe, Judy Hokenson, Ron Laudert, Richard Lewis,
Joe Skelton, John and Doris Strom, and those we name now aloud or in our hearts [...]. Lord, in
your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Welcoming God, you have given us to each other in this congregation. Make us glad to receive
those you send to us and ready to receive their unique gifts and perspectives. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray?
The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In every time and place you raise up witnesses who testify to your love and tender mercy. We
remember with thanksgiving all who made your word known in the world, remembering
especially Jerome, Francis of Assisi, Theodor Fliedner, and William Tyndale. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Greet one another in the peace of Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar words.

If you prefer not to shake hands, you might raise your hand in a gesture of blessing
as you speak peace to your neighbors. After the Peace, all return to their seats.



Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ ...

Offering An offering is gathered for doing God’s mission, including the care of those in need.

Offering Music “Prayer of St. Patrick”  Mark Schweizer
Presentation of the Gifts “Father, We Thank You” Hymnal 478
The Assembly stands and sings as the gifts are brought forward and the Table is prepared.
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Offering Prayer

L Letus pray.

A God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth,
these resources of our life and our labor.
Take them, offered in great thanksgiving,
and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light.
Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Dialogue
P The Lord be with you!
A And also with you!
P Lift up your hearts.
A We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A Itisright to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
P It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for in love and mercy you have

16

rescued us from all that would harm us or lead us to destruction.

The earth and sky were created by your hand, and the land brings forth its harvest when you
say. You committed yourself in love to your people, and saved them from the teeth of their
enemies.

When we wandered into the pathways of death, you heard our plea for life and came to save
us in your son, Jesus Christ. Confronting demonic forces and offering your healing and
forgiveness to all, he honored as allies all who took the side of life. He was killed by those who
block the paths of the humble, but you raised him back to life and sent your Spirit to fill us with
love, mercy and an uncompromising passion for righteousness.

Therefore, with hearts full of gratitude, we sing joyfully, giving thanks to you, who are both
Father and Mother to us, at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We join our voices with all your holy ones of all times and places. With earth and all its
creatures, with sun, moon, and stars, with Jerome, Francis of Assisi, Theodor Fliedner, and
William Tyndale, and with all your holy ones of all times and places. With earth and all its
creature, with sun, moon, and stars, with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we
praise your Name, and join their unending hymn:



Holy, Holy, Holy

Hymnal, p. 144
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Thanksgiving at the Table

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,
call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,
you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,
you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,
and the psalmists cried out for healing,
and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

P O God most mighty, O God most merciful,

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.
He was born among the poor,
he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out “Amen!”
Amen!

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout “Amen!”
Amen!

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead “Amen.”
Amen.

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one.

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.

Grant us such life,

the life of the Father to the Son,

the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,
life in you, now and forever.

Amen.

The Lord's Prayer
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation

L Speakto us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.
A Thanks be to God!

Distribution of Holy Communion

The Assembly is seated. Please come forward as the ushers direct, and as you are able.
See the inside front cover for instructions concerning Holy Communion.

Communion Song “Lamb of God” Hymnal 146
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

The Assembly stands when directed by the Presiding Minister.

Blessing after Communion

P The body and blood of our + Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
A Amen.
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Post-Communion Song “Strengthen for Service, Lord” Hymnal 497
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here to  jour - ney on in splen - dor.

Prayer after Communion

L Letus pray. Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to
be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our rock and our redeemer.

A Amen.

20



Sending: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world ...

Sending of Communion

P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who
will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

A Amen.

Sending Song “Be Thou My Vision" (printed on next page) Hymnal 776

Please turn as the cross passes you to face the doors through which you will be sent out in mission.
Blessing

P Go now and celebrate wherever God's name is honored. When suffering comes, pray in faith.
In times of joy, sing songs of praise. Persevere in prayer and action to bring the fallen back to
the truth.

And may God save you from all that would harm you;

May + Christ Jesus heal you and raise you up;

and may the Holy Spirit anoint you and give you peace with one another.
A Amen.

Dismissal

L Goin peace. Serve the Lord!
A Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Please stay for a time of fellowship immediately following the service.
Refreshments today are provided by Scott Romans and Fran Bushhammer.
Come enjoy one another’s company and hear about all the opportunities for service and community!

Serving in Worship today...

PreSIAING IMINISTEI ..ottt bbb bbb bbb bbbt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbt Pr. Keith Fry
ASSISTING MINISTET ..ttt bbb bbb bbb s bbb bbb bbb bbbt bbb bbbt Caroline Nakic
AACOIYER oottt ettt h bR b Rk E e E R et b ARt s bkttt bt et eene Kit McCarthy
Lector ...Mary Ann Kearns
COMIMUINION MINISEEI ..ttt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bban Anne Heider
Music Director .James Morehead
OFZANISTcuuiiiueieiriseieisiree ettt se et s ettt s bt s s et t st b st bbbt s b e e s e b et s b s et h e d et h b s e s b b et AR bbb bR b s bbb bbbttt ne bt Kathy Roderer
TADIE PrEParation ..c.c.cuiiciicieiiiicisinicieittiet ettt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbt bbbt Kathryn Skelton
COMMUINION BIrAG ...ttt sttt bbb bbbttt bbb Scott Romans
Ushers Joe and Terri Simchak
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Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;

2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;

3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,

4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
b — g = = 5 —
s — == =

0 |
e — i i iﬁl i — ' ’f. |
I [ &

naught be all else to me, save that thou  art:
ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.

thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:

may 1 reach heav-en’s joys, O  heav -en’s Sun!
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thou my best thought by day and by night,

Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, thou my high tow’r,
thou, and thou on - ly, first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’'n-ward, O Powr of my  pow'.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
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This Week’s Commemorations

Jerome, translator, teacher, d. 420

Sunday, September 30, 2018

Jerome was a biblical scholar and translator, but rather than translating the original Hebrew and Greek
scriptures into classical Latin, he worked in the commonly-spoken Latin of the day, creating a version
called the Vulgate.

Francis of Assisi, renewer of the church, d. 1226

Thursday, October 4, 2018

Born into the family of a wealthy merchant, Francis gave up his inheritance to serve poor people. He
formed the Order of Friars Minor (called Franciscans), who took on poverty and the task of preaching
“using words if necessary.” Francis had a spirit of gratitude for all of God's creation.

Theodor Fliedner, renewer of society, d. 1864

Thursday, October 4, 2018

Fliedner helped to bring about a revival of the ministry of deaconesses among Lutherans. He was
influenced in this by Moravian deaconesses he had met. The motherhouse he founded in Kaiserswerth,
Germany, inspired many around the world to take up this ministry.

William Tyndale, translator, martyr, d. 1536
Saturday, October 6, 2018
Tyndale was ordained a priest in England, and wished to translate the Bible into English. He was opposed
in this by King Henry VIII, causing him to flee to Germany. He completed the New Testament in 1525, but
before he could finish the Old Testament, he was tried for heresy and burned at the stake.

CREDITS: Liturgy texts and music from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32867. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Preface adapted from laughingbird.net.
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Pass the Salt

Flavored salt is a relatively new trend in the culinary world. Salt can be infused with many different
flavors including saffron, chocolate, lemon, even bacon. Online recipes are widely available for do-
it-yourselfers, or you can order flavored salt from many online retailers. The possibilities for
flavoring salt seem endless. Salt is good, and apparently it can be seasoned.

Our bodies need salt to function properly. In the ancient world, salt was a big commodity because it
was used as a preservative essential for storing food. Entire communities could suffer from
starvation if they didn't have sufficient supplies of salt. Salt was so valuable that it was used as
currency in some places. Roman soldiers were often given salt as part of their wages. The word
salary comes from the Latin phrase salarium argentum, “salt money.”

So salt isn't simply “good,” as Jesus says in today’s gospel reading (Mark 9:50). It is vital to life and
health. We might interpret Jesus’ teaching as saying that salt is more important than your hand or
your foot, needed far more than either of your eyes, and worth more than your life. Salt isn't just
salt here; it's belief in the power of the name of Jesus.

Jesus tells us that everyone will be “salted with fire” (Mark 9:49). This salty fire both burns and gives
warmth. This salt, belief in the power of Jesus and his name, is a preservative—not for food, but for
our salvation. We aren’t meant to place stumbling blocks in front of others or prevent them from
getting flavored with belief in Jesus, because that leaves all of us bland and tasteless. What God
wants for us is a salty, flavorful life.

Upcoming Events

Sunday, Oct. 7 Café Immanuel 9:00 AM
Blessing of the Animals 10:30 AM
Saturday Oct. 20 Bridges to Home Cabaret 7:00 PM

Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership
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THE REV. KEITN FIY ittt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbttt bbb bbbt atis Pastor
Sara Krent .Congregation Council President
JAMES MOIENEAM ......eeviititeceeet ettt e b bbb beaes oot et b e s ere et neteane Music Director
GIEE HUMIMEN ..ttt ettt s et bbbt b s bbbt e b b et s bbb b et e s sebenne Organist
LAUIIE STIVEIS ..ttt ettt ettt ettt ettt ....Associate Organist
JANE KAINATSU ..ttt ettt ettt b s b et e b e s ae et ebe s s e besesb b e ke st ebeseseebebess b esese s ebese b esese et ebene b eneasesebennebenn Parish Administrator

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.
We've been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888!



