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Welcome!

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.
We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and
gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.
We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.

We're glad God has called you here today! If you're a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastor or assisting
minister. If you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest card, and we'll be happy to send
information on how you can get involved at Immanuel.

Facilities

e  Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue. You may park in the lot at any
time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, see the
church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass. On Sundays, additional parking is available across
the street at the Holiday Inn or in Lot 6 on Lake St. across from the Police and Fire Headquarters. Parking
meters are free on Sunday!

e The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door.

e Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near the
elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by the
elevator.

e Welove having children in worship! There is a nursery and changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed,
located downstairs. There are also changing tables in both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher
will be happy to direct you.

e Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment.

e  Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “lImmanuel,” password “allarewelcome”.
Please use the Internet responsibly!

About Our Worship

Our Sunday worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the Lord's Supper.
It has a familiar form each week, but the content changes for each service according to a calendar shared with many
other Christians. Our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is organized so that page numbers for the liturgy are in the
front part of the book, while hymn numbers are in the second part. The liturgy and hymns are printed in this bulletin,
but page numbers are provided for those who wish to follow along in the hymnal.

Receiving Holy Communion

We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal, because Christ himself invites you! At the direction of the
usher, come forward if you are able, and kneel at the altar rail, starting at the walls. Receive the bread in the palm
of your hand. (Gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) You may eat it immediately, then take the
silver chalice and drink from it or, if you prefer, take a small cup from the tray. The cups in the outer ring contain
wine. The cups in the center contain grape juice. As you return to your seat, place your empty cup in the trays
provided at the ends of the front pews. Return to your place via the side aisles after you have communed. If you
need to have Communion brought to you, please sit on the aisle, and let either the pastor or an usher know before
the service that you would like to commune at your seat. If you desire a blessing but not the sacrament, you are
invited to come forward with everyone else and fold your arms over your chest to indicate this.



Gathering: The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God ...

Three weeks ago we heard John’s gospel’s version of Peter’s confession of faith. This week we hear Mark's
version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh,
given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’words about his own coming death,
and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of “messiah”) in Mark

only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.

Pre-Service Music

P: Presiding Minister L: Leader/Assisting Minister

Confession and Forgiveness

P

A

Blessed be the + holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us,

the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Source of all life,

we confess that we have not allowed

your grace to set us free.

We fear that we are not good enough.

We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.

We turn the church inward,

rather than moving it outward.

Forgive us. Stir us.

Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right,

act for what is just,

and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.

Our sins are forgiven,

God's love is unconditional,

and we are raised up as God's people

who will always be made new,

in the name of + Jesus Christ.

A Amen.

R: Reader A: Assembly
+ All may make the sign of the cross.

Variations on “Wondrous Love”

Samuel Barber



“Lift High the Cross” Hymnal 660

Gathering Song
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Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!
A And also with you.



Kyrie

Hymnal p. 138
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Canticle of Praise

Assisting minister
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Prayer of the Day

P O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the
cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure
of evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

A  Amen.

The Assembly is seated.

Welcome and Announcements

Word: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song ...

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 50:4-9a

R

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

“The Lord Gobp has given me the tongue of a teacher,
that | may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
*The Lord Gob has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
°l gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
'The Lord Gob helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;
®he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
%It is the Lord Gob who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!



Psalm 116: 1-9 ELW Psalm Tone 1
The organ will play the tone, and then the refrain, and then the Assembly will sing the refrain through.
The right side of the Assembly sings lightface verses to the tone, and the left sings boldfaced verses.
All sing the refrain where indicated by “R.”
Tone:
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will  walk in the pres-ence of the LoRrDp.

"I love the Lorp, who has 'heard my voice,
and listened to my ! supplication,
’for the Lorp has given ! ear to me
whenev- ! er | called.
°The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave | came upon me;
| came to | grief and sorrow.
“Then | called upon the name ! of the LoRrb:
“O Lorb, | pray you, | save my life.” R

°Gracious is the | Lorp and righteous;
our God is full I of compassion.
°The Lorp watches o- | ver the innocent;
I was brought low, | and God saved me.
Turn again to your rest, | O my soul.
for the LORD has dealt | well with you.
°For you have rescued my ! life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my ! feet from stumbling;
°I will walk in the presence ! of the LorD
in the land ! of the living. R



Reading from the New Testament James 3:1-12

R Areading from James.

"Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle.
3If we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies.
40r look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are
guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a
small member, yet it boasts of great exploits.

How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! ®And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is
placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the
cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile
and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can
tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. *With it we bless the Lord and Father,
and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. '°From the same mouth come
blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. "Does a spring pour
forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? '2Can a fig tree, my brothers and
sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.

R Word of God, word of life.
A Thanks be to God!

The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation Hymnal p. 142
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Gospel Mark 8:27-38

P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ according to Mark.
A Glory to you, O Lord!

*’Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that | am?” “®And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 2’He asked them, “But who do you say that
| am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” *°’And he sternly ordered them not to tell
anyone about him.

*"Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. *’He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. **But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

*He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. **For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of
the gospel, will save it. **For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their
life? */Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? **Those who are ashamed of me and
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
A Praise to you, O Christ!

The Gospel Acclamation is sung once again. The Assembly is then seated.
Sermon

Time of Silence
A bell will chime to begin a time of silence for reflection.
During this time, you may want to meditate on one word or phrase from the scriptures or from the sermon
that stands out to you, asking the Spirit to show you how it applies to your own life.
When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands to respond to the Word.

10



Hymn of the Day “Give Me Jesus”  Hymnal 770
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The Apostles’ Creed

L
A

With the whole Church, let us profess our faith.
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the + resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

12

L

Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God's beloved creation.

Gracious God, you call your church to proclaim the love of Christ to a needy world. We pray for
our bishops, Elizabeth and Wayne, our pastor, Keith, our president, Sara, our Council, and for
all whom you have called here in your name. Raise us up each day to bear witness against sin,
death, and the grave. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Creative God, quarks and galaxies bear witness to your imagination. Inspire scientists,
naturalists, and conservationists who work to conserve precious natural resources. Grant us
the wisdom to be good keepers of the earth. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you bless citizens with the gifts of reason and perseverance. Embolden people
around the world to seek the common good, to serve their neighbors, and to delight in
freedom. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Peace

p
A

Loving God, you bless us with an abundant world. When your children wander homeless,
hungry, and naked, strengthen us to be your presence as we care for all those in need. We pray
especially for Serena Bernstein, Margaret Carlson, Lynn Carson, Bob Fried, Kimberly Gann,
Jennifer Grethe, Judy Hokenson, Ron Laudert, Richard Lewis, Joe Skelton, John and Doris Strom,
and those we name now aloud or in our hearts [...]. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Welcoming God, thank you for this congregation where we have found a home. Make us
restless as we seek new and creative ways to expand our loving invitation to all people who
seek a community. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray?
The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In every time and in every place, you have raised up examples of loving service. We remember
especially this week Cyprian, Hildegard, Dag Hammarskjold, Nelson Wesley Trout, and the
Blessed Evangelist Matthew. Make us all good and loving witnesses to your extravagant
compassion. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Greet one another in the peace of Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar words.

If you prefer not to shake hands, you might raise your hand in a gesture of blessing
as you speak peace to your neighbors. After the Peace, all return to their seats.

13



Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ ...

Offering An offering is gathered for doing God’s mission, including the care of those in need.
Offering Music “How | Love the Lord (text: Psalm 116: 1-2)"  Charles Wood
Presentation of the Gifts “Father, We Thank You” Hymnal 478

The Assembly stands and sings as the gifts are brought forward and the Table is prepared.
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Offering Prayer

L Letus pray.
A God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth,
these resources of our life and our labor.
Take them, offered in great thanksgiving,
and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light.
Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with you!

And also with you!

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for yours is the eternal Spirit of
Wisdom who renews everything and gives life to all. The heavens and earth are your
handiwork, and you have made all people in your own likeness. Through the law and prophets
you revealed your wisdom, and all who listen are safe in your care.

When we refused your counsel and failed to offer you our respect, you came to us in your
anointed one, Jesus, to be our rock and our redeemer. Taking up the cross and suffering
rejection as one of us, he was killed and cast into the pit of death. But after three days, you
raised him to life, lighting a fire of renewal that will never go out, and he now calls us to take
up the cross and follow him on the road to resurrection.

Therefore, with hearts full of gratitude, we sing joyfully, giving thanks to you, who are both
Father and Mother to us, at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We join our voices with Cyprian, Hildegard, Dag Hammarskjold, Nelson Wesley Trout, Matthew,
and with all your holy ones of all times and places. With earth and all its creatures, with sun,
moon, and stars, with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your Name,
and join their unending hymn:

15



Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

16

P O God most mighty, O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

Hymnal, p. 144



In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out “Amen!”
Amen!

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout “Amen!”
Amen!

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead “Amen.”
Amen.

U » U P> U P> U

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one.

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.

Grant us such life,
the life of the Father to the Son,
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,
life in you, now and forever.
A Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation

L Speakto us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.
A Thanks be to God!

Distribution of Holy Communion

The Assembly is seated. Please come forward as the ushers direct, and as you are able.
See the inside front cover for instructions concerning Holy Communion.

Communion Song “Lamb of God” Hymnal 146
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

The Choir will lead us in singing simple Communion songs. Please join in as you feel led to do so.
The Assembly stands when directed by the Presiding Minister.

Blessing after Communion

P The body and blood of our + Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
A Amen.
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Post-Communion Song “Strengthen for Service, Lord” Hymnal 497
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love and sharp - en their per - cep - tion.
here to  jour - ney on in splen - dor.

Prayer after Communion

L Letus pray. Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to
be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our rock and our redeemer.

A Amen.

19



Sending: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world ...

Sending of Communion

P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who
will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

A Amen.

Sending Song

“Praise and Thanks and Adoration " (printed on next page) Hymnal 470

Please turn as the cross passes you to face the doors through which you will be sent out in mission.

Blessing

P Go out with your minds set on the things of God. Take up your cross and follow Jesus.
See to it that the words of your mouths and the thoughts of your hearts are acceptable to God
and enlightening to all.

And may God make the holy Word known to you;
May + Christ Jesus lead you in the ways of sacrificial love;
and may the Holy Spirit set you ablaze with divine wisdom.

A Amen.

Dismissal

L Goin peace. Serve the Lord!
A Thanks be to God!

Postlude

“O Sacred Head Now Wounded” J. S. Bach and Others

Please stay for a time of fellowship immediately following the service.

Come enjoy one another’s company and hear about all the opportunities for service and community!

Serving in Worship today...
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Praise and Thanks and Adoration
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1 Praise and thanks and ad - o - ra - tion, Son of God, to you we give,

2 Hold me ev - er in your keep-ing, com-fort me in pain and strife;
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for you chose to serve cre - a - tion, died that Ad - am’s heirs might live.
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This Week’s Commemorations

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, d. ca. 258

Sunday, September 16, 2018

Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He insisted on receiving
back those who had left the faith under duress. He also provided medical care during a severe epidemic.

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, d. 1179

Monday, September 17, 2018

A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and reproved kings and popes,
wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, theology, and natural history. She was
also a musician and artist.

Dag Hammarskjold, renewer of society, d. 1961

Tuesday, September 18, 2018

A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjold served as the second Secretary General of the United Nations until
his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in present-day Zambia. His journal, published
as Markings, revealed the depth of his Christian faith.

Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, d. 1996

Thursday, September 20, 2018

A native of Ohio, Bishop Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States before being elected
bishop of the South Pacific District of the American Lutheran Church, the first African-American Lutheran
to serve in such a capacity.

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

Friday, September 21, 2018

Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax collectors were
frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. Jesus nevertheless showed love for
them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple.

CREDITS: Liturgy texts and music from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32867. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Preface adapted from laughingbird.net.
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Baggage

Take any trips this past summer? Did you forget your toothbrush, or did you take everything
including the bathroom sink? Packing is always a challenge, but unpacking can be even worse. Finally
home, all the bags out of the car, the last thing anyone wants to do is put it all away, yet it's the cross
we bear as punishment for going on vacation.

Sound ridiculous? It is, but we tend to think of denying ourselves and taking up the cross as carrying
a bag full of punishment for being who and what we are. No one likes lugging around baggage,; it
weighs us down, hurts our bodies, and destroys our self-esteem. It makes us cranky, causes us to
complain, and makes life miserable not just for us but for those around us as well.

The whole point of God sending us Jesus wasn't to make us cranky. Jesus didn't suffer death on the
cross so we would have things to complain about, and he didn't call us to discipleship to diminish
our self-worth. Denying ourselves isn't giving up chocolate for Lent or putting everyone else’s needs
above our own to our own detriment. Taking up our crosses isn't living with our own personal
suffering or tolerating abuse from others. Jesus doesn't ask us to give up our identities or to carry
hardship after hardship on our backs.

Denying ourselves means rejecting those things that keep us from being a part of a larger
community. The one piece of baggage Jesus calls us to carry is relationship with others and for
others. It won't always be easy to carry, because it leaves us vulnerable. Golgatha wasn't a vacation
destination. But following Jesus means life with Jesus—and that means we never carry anything
alone.

Upcoming Events

Sunday, Sept. 30 Blessing of Quilts 10:30 AM
Sunday, Oct. 7 Blessing of the Animals 10:30 AM
Saturday Oct. 20 Bridges to Home Cabaret 7:00 PM

Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership
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Sara Krentz .Congregation Council President
JAMES MOIENEAM .....cveviititeeee ettt e b bbb aes oot et b e s ere et neteane Music Director
GIEE HUMIMEN .ttt bttt bbb 4 bbb R bbbt e s e b ettt b s b et e s sebeene Organist
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Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.
We've been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888!



