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Welcome!

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.
We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and
gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.
We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.

We're glad God has called you here today! If you're a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastor or assisting
minister. If you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest card, and we'll be happy to send
information on how you can get involved at Immanuel.

Facilities

e  Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue. You may park in the lot at any
time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, see the
church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass. On Sundays, additional parking is available across

the street at the Holiday Inn or in Lot 6 on Lake St. across from the Police and Fire Headquarters. Parking
meters are free on Sunday!

e The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door.

e Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near the
elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by the
elevator.

e Welove having children in worship! There is a nursery and changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed,
located downstairs. There are also changing tables in both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher
will be happy to direct you.

e Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment.

e  Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “lImmanuel,” password “allarewelcome”.
Please use the Internet responsibly!

About Our Worship

Our Sunday worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the Lord's Supper.
It has a familiar form each week, but the content changes for each service according to a calendar shared with many
other Christians. Our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is organized so that page numbers for the liturgy are in the
front part of the book, while hymn numbers are in the second part. The liturgy and hymns are printed in this bulletin,
but page numbers are provided for those who wish to follow along in the hymnal.

Receiving Holy Communion

We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal, because Christ himself invites you! At the direction of the
usher, come forward if you are able, and kneel at the altar rail, starting at the walls. Receive the bread in the palm
of your hand. (Gluten-free wafers are available. Just ask the pastor.) You may eat it immediately, then take the
silver chalice and drink from it or, if you prefer, take a small cup from the tray. The cups in the outer ring contain
wine. The cups in the center contain grape juice. As you return to your seat, place your empty cup in the trays
provided at the ends of the front pews. Return to your place via the side aisles after you have communed. If you
need to have Communion brought to you, please sit on the aisle, and let either the pastor or an usher know before
the service that you would like to commune at your seat. If you desire a blessing but not the sacrament, you are
invited to come forward with everyone else and fold your arms over your chest to indicate this.



Gathering: The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God ...

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor with more honor than the
poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s
gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God's children? Or was
he speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took him by surprise with her
reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings her or his need to Jesus
is received with equal honor as a child and heir.

P: Presiding Minister  L: Leader/Assisting Minister ~ R: Reader ~A: Assembly
+ All may make the sign of the cross.

Pre-Service Music Var. on “My Soul Now Bless Thy Maker” and “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Bach and Rheinberger

Confession and Forgiveness

P

A

A

Blessed be the + holy Trinity, the one who fashions us, the one who heals us,
the one who reforms us again and again.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Source of all life,
we confess that we have not allowed
your grace to set us free.
We fear that we are not good enough.
We hear your word of love freely given to us,
yet we expect others to earn it.
We turn the church inward,
rather than moving it outward.
Forgive us. Stir us.
Reform us to be a church powered by love,
willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just,
and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen.

God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us
and to empower our lives in the world.

Our sins are forgiven,

*+ God’s love is unconditional,

and we are raised up as God's people

who will always be made new,

in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.



Gathering Song

“Earth and All Stars " Hymnal 731
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1 Earth and all stars! Loud rush - ing plan - ets!
2 Trum - pet and pipes! Loud clash - ing cym - Dbals!
3 En - gines and steel! Loud pound - ing ham - mers!
4 Class-rooms and labs! Loud boil - ing test tubes!
5 Knowl-edge and truth! Loud sound -ing wis - dom!
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Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
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Hail, wind, and rain! Loud blow - ing snow - storm!
Harp, lute, and lyre! Loud hum - ming cel - los!
Lime - stone and  beams! Loud build - ing work - ers!
Ath - lete and band! Loud cheer - ing peo - ple!
Daugh - ter and son! Loud pray - ing mem - bers!
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Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
Sing to the Lord a new song!
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1 too  sing prais - es with a new song!

Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all!

A And also with you.



Kyrie

Hymnal p. 138
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A -



Canticle of Praise

Assisting minister
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Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and death
into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready to proclaim your
promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.

A Amen.

The Assembly is seated.

Welcome and Announcements

Word: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song ...

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures

R

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

4Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”
5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then the lame shall leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.

For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

2the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!

Isaiah 35:4-7a



Psalm 146 ELW Psalm Tone 1
The organ will play the tone, and then the refrain, and then the Assembly will sing the refrain through.
The right side of the Assembly sings lightface verses to the tone, and the left sings boldfaced verses.
All sing the refrain where indicated by “R.”

Tone:
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I will praise the LorpD as long as I live.

'Hal- ! lelujah!
Praise the LORD, ! O my soul!
2| will praise the LoRD as long ! as | live;
I will sing praises to my God while | | have my being.
*Put not your ! trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there ! is no help.
“When they breathe their last, they re- | turn to earth,
and in that day ! their thoughts perish. R

*Happy are they who have the God of Jacob ! for their help,
whose hope is in the | LORD their God;
*who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that ! is in them;
who keeps promis- ! es forever;
’who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to ! those who hunger.
The LORD sets the ! captive free.
*The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the Lorp lifts up those who ! are bowed down;
the LorD ! loves the righteous. R

°The LORD cares ! for the stranger;

the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way ! of the wicked.
°The LorD shall ! reign forever,

your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. ! Hallelujah! R



Reading from the New Testament James 2:1-17
R Areading from James.

"My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe in our glorious Lord
Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and
if a poor person in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the
fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor you say, “Stand
there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” “have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become
judges with evil thoughts? >Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the
poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to
those who love him? 8But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is
it not they who drag you into court? ’Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was
invoked over you?

8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” °But if you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law
as transgressors. '°For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become
accountable for all of it. [""For the one who said, “You shall not commit adultery,” also said,
“You shall not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery but if you murder, you have become
a transgressor of the law. '2So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of
liberty. "*For judgment will be without mercy to anyone who has shown no mercy; mercy
triumphs over judgment.]

“What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do not have works?
Can faith save you? "8If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, '®and one of you says
to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily
needs, what is the good of that? '’So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

R Word of God, word of life.
A Thanks be to God!

The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation Hymnal p. 142
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Gospel Mark 7:24-37

P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ according to Mark.
A Glory to you, O Lord!

2Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not want
anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,*but a woman whose little
daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down
at his feet. 2Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast
the demon out of her daughter. ?’He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair
to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the
dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” *Then he said to her, “For saying that, you
may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 3°So she went home, found the child lying on the
bed, and the demon gone.

3Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 3They brought to him a deaf man who had an
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 3He took him aside in
private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his
tongue. 3Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be
opened.” 3°And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke
plainly. 3¢Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. 3They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “"He has done
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
A Praise to you, O Christ!

The Gospel Acclamation is sung once again. The Assembly is then seated.
Sermon

Time of Silence
A bell will chime to begin a time of silence for reflection.
During this time, you may want to meditate on one word or phrase from the scriptures or from the sermon
that stands out to you, asking the Spirit to show you how it applies to your own life.
When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands to respond to the Word.

10



Hymn of the Day “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate "
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1 O Christ, your heart,com - pas-sion-ate, bore ev - 'ry hu-man pain.
2 As once you wel-comed thosecast down and healed the sick, the blind,
3 O Chrst,cre - ate new heartsin us that beat in time with yours,

4 O Love that made the dis - tant stars, yet marks the spar-row’s fall,
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The heart of God, the heart of Christ com-bined in per-fect rhyme
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep a - lone,
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come, make your church a ser - vant church that walks your ser-vant ways,
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The Apostles’ Creed

L

A

With the whole Church, let us profess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the + resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

12

L

Freed by God in Christ to live and love and serve, we pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God's beloved creation.

Gracious God, you call your church to proclaim the love of Christ to a needy world. We pray for
our bishops, Elizabeth and Wayne, our pastor, Keith, our president, Sara, our Council, and for
all whom you have called here in your name. Embolden us to be your risen body by welcoming
strangers and serving our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Creative God, small sprouts and tall trees proclaim your majesty. Give us clear eyes to see
nature’s beauty and wise minds to protect our home, this earth, from misuse and harm. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Sovereign God, you draw order from chaos. Watch over the nations of the world, remembering
especially Syria and Yemen. Bless citizens and leaders who strive toward the beloved
community for which you long. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Peace

p
A

Loving God, you give us all that we need. When your children suffer from hunger, poverty,
loneliness, persecution, injury, or illness, send generous helpers and companions. We pray
especially for Serena Bernstein, Margaret Carlson, Lynn Carson, Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe,
Judy Hokenson, Ron Laudert, Richard Lewis, Joe Skelton, John and Doris Strom, and those we
name now aloud or in our hearts [...]. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Welcoming God, you set a table for us. Embolden this congregation to seek new ways of inviting
others to the feast of all creation. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray?
The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited.

Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

You bless us with throngs of saints who witness to your compassion. With gratitude, we recall
the lives and deeds of those who proclaim lovingkindness to a needy world. We remember
especially this week Peter Claver, John Chrysostom, and Helena. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Into your wide embrace, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
boundless mercy through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer.
Amen.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Greet one another in the peace of Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar words.

If you prefer not to shake hands, you might raise your hand in a gesture of blessing
as you speak peace to your neighbors. After the Peace, all return to their seats.

13



Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ ...

Offering An offering is gathered for doing God’s mission, including the care of those in need.

Offering Music “How Can | Keep from Singing”  arr. Mark Schweizer
Presentation of the Gifts “Father, We Thank You” Hymnal 478
The Assembly stands and sings as the gifts are brought forward and the Table is prepared.
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Offering Prayer

L Letus pray.

A God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth,
these resources of our life and our labor.
Take them, offered in great thanksgiving,
and use them to set a table that will heal the whole creation;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light.
Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving

Dialogue
P The Lord be with you!
A And also with you!
P Lift up your hearts.
A We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A Itisright to give our thanks and praise.
Preface
P Itisindeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for you embrace your people now

and forever and promise the Kingdom to all who love you. The universe came into existence
at your command and rich and poor alike have you as their maker. You promised a day of
justice and wholeness in which the eyes of the blind would be opened, the ears of the deaf
unstopped, and in which streams would flow in the desert of our lives. Yet we failed to keep
your covenant and to dream and work for that promised day.

In your son, Jesus Christ, your love and healing mercy reached beyond the bounds of our
prejudice and demonstrated your compassion for all who are needy, afflicted or vulnerable.
Though he was killed by those who sow injustice, you raised him to new life that he might sow
in us the seeds of faith, filling our communities with love and justice and bringing forth a rich
harvest of good works.

Therefore, with hearts full of gratitude, we sing joyfully, giving thanks to you, who are both
Father and Mother to us, at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We join our voices with Peter Claver, John Chrysostom, Helena, and with all your holy ones of
all times and places. With earth and all its creatures, with sun, moon, and stars, with angels
and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your Name, and join their unending hymn:

15



Holy, Holy, Holy
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

Thanksgiving at the Table

16

P O God most mighty, O God most merciful,

O God our rock and our salvation,
hear us as we praise,

call us to your table,

grant us your life.

When the earth was a formless void,

you formed order and beauty.

When Abraham and Sarah were barren,

you sent them a child;

When the Israelites were enslaved,

you led them to freedom.

Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath,

and the psalmists cried out for healing,

and full of compassion, you granted the people your life.

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother.

He was born among the poor,

he lived under oppression,

he wept over the city.

With infinite love, he granted the people your life.

Hymnal, p. 144



In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup,

gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his death, we cry out “Amen!”
Amen.

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout “Amen!”
Amen.

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead “Amen.”
Amen.

U » U P> U P> U

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal.

O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself.

O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one.

O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope.

O God most majestic, O God most motherly,

O God our strength and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations.

Grant us such life,
the life of the Father to the Son,
the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior,
life in you, now and forever.
A Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation

L Speakto us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, and make us one with you.
A Thanks be to God!

Distribution of Holy Communion

The Assembly is seated. Please come forward as the ushers direct, and as you are able.
See the inside front cover for instructions concerning Holy Communion.

Communion Song “Lamb of God” Hymnal 146
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The Choir will lead us in singing simple Communion songs. Please join in as you feel led to do so.
The Assembly stands when directed by the Presiding Minister.

Blessing after Communion

P The body and blood of our + Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
A Amen.
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Post-Communion Song “Strengthen for Service, Lord” Hymnal 497
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Prayer after Communion

L Letus pray. Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to
be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness,
that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our rock and our redeemer.

A Amen.
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Sending: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world ...

Sending of Communion

P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who
will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

A Amen.

Sending Song “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (printed on next page) Hymnal 886

Please turn as the cross passes you to face the doors through which you will be sent out in mission.

Blessing

P Go now, and invest your lives in the works of faith. Make a name for yourselves for generosity
and compassion. Fulfil God's holy law by putting love into action as eagerly for others as you
would for yourselves. Announce the coming kingdom where streams will flow in the desert.

And may God be your defender and provider;

May + Christ Jesus dispel all that disturbs or disables you;

and may the Holy Spirit make you rich in faith and loving and merciful in action.
A Amen.

Dismissal

L Goin peace. Serve the Lord!
A Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Please stay for a time of fellowship immediately following the service.
Today is God's Work, Our Hands Sunday. We will gather in Fellowship Hall for a simple lunch
before going out to do joint service projects with our Lutheran and Catholic sisters and brothers.
Come enjoy one another’s company and hear about all the opportunities for service and community!

Serving in Worship today...

20

PrESIAING IMINMISTEI ...ttt s bt s bbbttt st b s bbbt bt e et etnesetesas Pr. Keith Fry
Assisting Minister . ... Kim Miller
AACOIYE ottt R bRk h e a ARk E AR Rkt b bbbt sttt nne bt Tyler Knohl
Lector .Terri Hummel
COMMUINION MINISEEI ..ottt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbt ... Kit McCarthy
IMIUSTC DIF@CLON c.eviviietetiteteiet ettt ettt ettt ettt et et e s b essas b et e st b esesa b ek eas e b essssebeb e et e s esessebebe st esesessebesessebens s ebeseasesessssebesaebenennanas .James Morehead
O ZANIST1uuetiueteteiseteirtseie ettt ettt b ettt st a bbbt a e s ke b et s s e s b bt s A 4R bbb E R b b s b b e R b bt R R b E Rt h bbbt et b e a b es Greg Hummel
TADIE PrEP@ratioN c..cecvucvieeecriieieicireeenee ettt et s sttt ...Kathryn Skelton
COMIMUINION BIEAT ...ttt ittt ettt bbbttt ettt bbbk kbbb ek bbb bbb e bbbk ek ke bbb e bbb e kb e ke ke ke ke ke bbb bbb ke b e bbb e bbb e bebebebebebebebanan Anne Heider
Ushers Terri Hummel and Bert Mount



Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to spread through all the earth a - broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum -ble poor be - lieve.
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own, 6 To God all glory, praise, and love
O fallen human race! be now and ever giv'n
Look and be saved through faith alone, by saints below and saints above,

be justified by grace! the church in earth and heav’n.



This Week’s Commemorations

Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, d. 1654

Sunday, September 9, 2018

Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-day Colombia. His
ministry was focused on the slaves that arrived there. He gave them food and medicine, learned their
dialects, and taught them Christianity.

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, d. 407

Thursday, September 13, 2018

John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him the nickname
"Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat of the empire, he criticized
corruption in the court. As a result, he was exiled by the empress.

Holy Cross Day

Friday, September 14, 2018

Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found what may be the actual
site of Jesus' crucifixion. Her son built two churches there, and the dedication of one of them gave rise
to this celebration of our Lord's victory on the cross.

CREDITS: Liturgy texts and music from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32867. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Preface adapted from laughingbird.net.
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Jesus Said What?

We like to believe we are insiders when it comes to knowing Jesus. We self-identify as Christians. We
go to church, have Bibles in our homes, and maybe wear crosses around our necks. If any Bible story
could cause us to question our judgment about following Jesus, today’s gospel is it. Scholars and
preachers have tried to soften the word—dog—that Jesus choses to refer to the Syrophoenician
woman's daughter, but Jesus didn't choose a soft word. He didn't wink as he said it or intend for it
to be heard as a pet name. The word he chose wasn't any nicer then than itis now.

We like to believe that, as insiders, knowing Jesus means we are like Jesus and that calling ourselves
Christians means that, ultimately, we are good, righteous, deserving people.

If any story about Jesus could cause us to challenge and scrutinize our own behavior, question our
own sense of what is acceptable, and make us rethink our entitlements—today's gospel is it. Jesus
doesn't act like Jesus when he calls people derogatory names, treats them as outsiders, or denies
them help—and neither do we.

After Jesus tells the Syrophoenician woman that the demon is gone from her daughter, he
encounters a man with a hearing problem and a speech impediment. Coincidence? Not in Mark's
gospel. As Jesus heals the man, he uses the word Ephphatha, which means “Be opened.” If Mark
hadn't just told us about the Syrophoenician woman, the only things being opened here would be
the man’s ears and tongue. But Mark included her story to show Jesus incorporating her into his
own story. Because Jesus acts like Jesus when he's open to those on the outside—and so do we.

Upcoming Events

Sunday Sept. 9 Café Immanuel 9:00 AM
God’s Work, Our Hands 12:00 noon
Wednesday Sept. 12 Choir Rehearsal 7:30 PM
Sunday, Sept. 30 Blessing of Quilts 10:30 AM
Sunday, Oct. 7 Blessing of Animals 10:30 AM
Saturday Oct. 20 Bridges to Home Cabaret 7:00 PM

Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership
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Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.
We've been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888!



