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Welcome! 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.   

We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and  

gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.  

We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.  

We’re glad God has called you here today! If you’re a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastor or assisting 

minister.  If you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest card, and we’ll be happy to send 

information on how you can get involved at Immanuel. 

Facilities 

• Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue.  You may park in the lot at any 

time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, see the 

church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass.  On Sundays, additional parking is available across 

the street at the Holiday Inn or in Lot 6 on Lake St. across from the Police and Fire Headquarters. Parking 

meters are free on Sunday! 

• The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door.  

• Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near the 

elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by the 

elevator. 

• We love having children in worship!  There is a nursery and changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed, 

located downstairs.  There are also changing tables in both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher 

will be happy to direct you. 

• Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment. 

• Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “Immanuel,” password “allarewelcome”.  

Please use the Internet responsibly! 

About Our Worship 

Our Sunday worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  

It has a familiar form each week, but the content changes for each service according to a calendar shared with many 

other Christians. Our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is organized so that page numbers for the liturgy are in the 

front part of the book, while hymn numbers are in the second part.  The liturgy and hymns are printed in this bulletin, 

but page numbers are provided for those who wish to follow along in the hymnal.  

Receiving Holy Communion 

We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal, because Christ himself invites you!  At the direction of the 

usher, come forward if you are able, and stand around the altar, starting at the walls. Receive the bread in the palm 

of your hand.  (Gluten-free wafers are available.  Just ask the pastor.) You may eat it immediately, then take the 

silver chalice and drink from it or, if you prefer, take a small cup from the tray. The cups in the outer ring contain 

wine. The cups in the center contain grape juice. As you return to your seat place your empty cup in the trays 

provided at the ends of the front pews. Return to your place via the side aisles after you have communed.  If you 

need to have Communion brought to you, please sit on the aisle, and let either the pastor or an usher know before 

the service that you would like to commune at your seat.  If you desire a blessing but not the sacrament, you are 

invited to come forward with everyone else and fold your arms over your chest to indicate this.  
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Gathering: The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: Presiding Minister    L: Leader/Assisting Minister     R: Reader    A: Assembly   

+   All may make the sign of the cross.    

Pre-Service Music                                                                                     Variations on hymn tunes of the day 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

the fountain of living water, 

the rock who gave us birth, 

our light and our salvation. 

A Amen. 

P Let us come into the light, the revealing and healing light of God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P God of grace and glory, 

A you have brought us through the night of sin 

into the light of Jesus’ resurrection. 

Yet our lives are still shadowed by sin. 

Make us alive in Christ, O God. 

Make us new as you make all things new. 

Rescue us from evil and the gloom of sin, 

renew us in grace, 

and restore us to living in your holiness, 

through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 

P Rejoice with all creation around God’s throne! 

The light of the risen Christ 

puts to flight all evil deeds, washes away sin, 

restores innocence to the fallen, 

casts out hate, brings peace, 

and humbles earthly pride. 

+  Jesus Christ loves you 

and frees you from your sins by his blood. 

To him be glory and dominion forever and ever! 

A Amen. 

This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the Vine and 

we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of mutual abiding that we read of in the gospel and 

the First Letter of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life-giving self and makes us alive with 

Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit 

for the life of the world. 
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Gathering Song “Thine Is the Glory”    Hymnal 376 

 

Greeting   (The Easter acclamation is repeated three times.) 

P     Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

A     Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

P     The grace of our risen Lord Jesus, the love of God, who raised him from the dead, 

        and the communion of the Holy Spirit who breathes new life into us, be with you all. 

A     And also with you! 
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Kyrie Hymnal p. 98 
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Canticle of Praise Hymnal p. 99 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your 

children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

A Amen. 
The Assembly is seated. 

Welcome and Announcements 

Word: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song … 
 

Reading from the Acts of the Apostles Acts 8:26–40 

 Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African home after having been 

to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, 

the Ethiopian is baptized by Philip. 

R A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there 

was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of 

her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated 

in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to 

this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 

asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, unless someone 

guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the 

scripture that he was reading was this:  

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

so he does not open his mouth.33In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can 

describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 

 34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 

himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, 

he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they 

came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from 

being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the 

eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the 

water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 

his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the 

region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 

R Word of God, word of life. 

A Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm 22:25–31 ELW Psalm Tone 5 

The organ will play the tone, and then the refrain, and then the Assembly will sing the refrain through. 
The right side of the Assembly sings lightface verses to the tone, and the left sings boldfaced verses. 

All sing the refrain where indicated by “R.” 
Tone: 

 

Refrain: 

 
25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly; 
 I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD. 
26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied, 

Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD; 

all the families of nations shall bow | before God. 
28For dominion belongs | to the LORD, 
 who rules o- | ver the nations.    R 

29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship; 

all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the LORD. 
30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD, 

whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come. 
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn, 
 saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!”    R  
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Reading from the New Testament  1 John 4:7–21 

We love God and others because God first loved us. We cannot say we love God, whom we have not seen, while 

hating fellow Christians, whom we regularly see. Love toward God is to be matched by love toward others 

because the essence of God is love. 

R A reading from the First Letter of John. 

7Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God 

and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was 

revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 

through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to 

love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his 

love is perfected in us. 
 13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 

Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the 

world. 15God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in 

God. 16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.  
 God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has 

been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because 

as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for 

fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19We 

love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, 

are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God 

whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 

must love their brothers and sisters also. 

       R     Word of God, word of life. 

A Thanks be to God! 

The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus. 

  



10 

 

Gospel Acclamation  

 
           I am the vine, you |      are the branches.*  Those who abide in me and I in them | bear much fruit. 

 

Gospel John 15:1–8 

On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they would have with him. Those who 

abide in his word and love would bear fruit, for apart from him, they could do nothing. 

P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ according to John. 

A Glory to you, O Lord! 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every branch 

in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 

fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as 

I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me 

and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not 

abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into 

the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you 

wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 

become my disciples.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

A Praise to you, O Christ! 

The Gospel Acclamation is sung once again. The Assembly is then seated. 

Sermon 
A bell will chime to begin a time of silence for reflection.  

During this time, you may want to meditate on one word or phrase from the scriptures or from the sermon  

that stands out to you, asking the Spirit to show you how it applies to your own life. 

When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands to respond to the Word. 
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Hymn of the Day  “Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing”   Hymnal 389 
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The Nicene Creed 

L With the whole Church, let us profess our faith. 

A We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

  begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 

  through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation 

   he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

   and became truly human. 

   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

   he suffered death and was buried. 

   On the third day he rose again 

   in accordance with the scriptures; 

   he ascended into heaven 

   and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

  who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

  who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the + resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 

L Rejoicing in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we pray for the witness of the 

church, the wholeness of creation, and all who are in need. 

L For ministries that nurture faith formation. For missionaries and Bible study leaders. For those 

who are seeking, questioning, or curious. For seminarians, campus ministers, and the newly 

baptized. For our bishops, Elizabeth and Wayne, our pastor, Keith, our president, Sara, our 

Council, and for all whom you have called here in your name, let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

L For the beauty and health of the earth. For vineyards and orchards, groves and plains. For rain 

forests and arctic tundra. For volcanoes and mountains, hills and valleys. For oceans deep and 

rivers wide, let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

L For spears to be beat into pruning hooks. For harsh words to be reformed into loving speech. 

For bombs and sniper attacks to cease. For justice and peace in every land, let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

L For homeless youth and rejected children. For isolated grandparents and lonely nursing home 

residents. For the shamed, the slighted, and the disregarded members of our communities. 

For all the sick, the grieving, and those who have suffered losses, especially Serena Bernstein, 

Mid Carlson, Margaret Carlson, Lynn Carson, Barb Engelsen, Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe, Dick 

Heisler, Judy Hokenson, Ron Laudert, the Shiff family, Joe Skelton, John and Doris Strom, and 

those we name now aloud or in our hearts […]. Let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

L For all who live with post-traumatic stress disorder and postpartum depression. For all who 

struggle with eating disorders and anorexia. For all who suffer in silence and all who suffer 

alone, let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

L And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray? 

The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited. 

L Let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

L In thanksgiving for Catherine of Siena, the blessed Apostles Philip and James, Athanasius, and 

Monica, and all the mystics and theologians who live eternally with you. For those we mourn 

and those we would rather forget. For the kingdom on earth to be as it is in heaven, let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

P We entrust all our prayers to you, gracious God. Receive them by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and the love of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A Amen. 
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Peace 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

A And also with you. 

Greet one another in the peace of the Risen Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar words.  

If you prefer not to shake hands, you might raise your hand in a gesture of blessing 

as you speak peace to your neighbors. After the Peace, all return to their seats. 

 

Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ … 

 

Offering           An offering is gathered for doing God’s mission, including the care of those in need. 

Offering Music “God Is Love”    Harry Rowe Shelley 

Presentation of the Gifts “Our Paschal Lamb, That Sets Us Free”  
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Offering Prayer 

L  Let us pray.  

A  Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, 

as you were made known to the disciples. 

Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, 

that we may be your risen body in the world. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Dialogue                             

P  The Lord be with you. 

A  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

A We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

A  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface  

P     It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for you have sent your Son as the 

Savior of the world and your Spirit to graft us into the vine of life. You created the universe and 

everything in it, and revealed your perfect love in your commitment to your people and your 

care for the poor and afflicted. 

Through your prophets you promised a righteous servant who would suffer humiliation and 

injustice and, like a sheep led to the slaughter, have his life taken away. In your Son, Jesus 

Christ, we have seen your promises fulfilled, and through his resurrection, he has broken the 

power of death to hold the righteous. In his perfect love, our fear is cast out, and now, like 

branches of a vine, we live in him and draw our life from him, that we might bear much fruit to 

your glory. 

Therefore, with hearts full of gratitude, we sing joyfully, giving thanks to you, who are both 

Father and Mother to us, at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

We join our voices with Catherine of Siena, the Blessed Apostles Philip and James, Athanasius, 

Monica, and with all your holy ones of all times and places. With earth and all its creatures, 

with sun, moon, and stars, with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

Name, and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy    Hymnal, p. 108 

  
Thanksgiving at the Table 

P We give you thanks, Holy One, 

 through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 

 whom you sent in this end of the ages 

 to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

 He is your Word, inseparable from you, 

 through whom you created all things, 

 and in whom you take delight. 

 He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 

 He there took on our nature and our lot 

 and was shown forth as your Son, 

 born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 

 He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 

 and won for you a holy people; 

 he stretched out his hands in suffering 

 in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 

He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 

 in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 

 to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 

 to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 

 taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 

we take this bread and cup, 

giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 

to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 

gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 

through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

        A Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

  Your kingdom come, your will be done 

   on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation 

L Now let us feast this Easter day 

on Christ, the bread of heaven. Hallelujah! 

A Thanks be to God! 

Distribution of Holy Communion  

The Assembly is seated. Please come forward as the ushers direct, and as you are able.  

See the inside front cover for instructions concerning Holy Communion. 

During the Easter season, we stand to commune, rather than kneel, as a sign of resurrected life. 
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Communion Song “Lamb of God”     Hymnal p. 112 
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Communion Hymn “Thine the Amen”       Hymnal 826 

  

The Assembly stands when directed by the Presiding Minister. 

Blessing after Communion 

P The body and blood of our + Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

A Amen. 
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Post-Communion Song   “Our Paschal Lamb That Sets Us Free”     

 

Prayer after Communion 

L Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as 

witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 

Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

A Amen. 
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Sending: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world … 

 
Sending of Communion 

P Let us pray. Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the 

angel to feed Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and 

sacrament with those who are sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and 

strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding 

presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

A Amen. 

Sending Song  “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”   (printed on following page)    Hymnal 367 

Please turn as the cross passes you to face the doors through which you will be sent out in mission. 

Blessing 

P Go now, and love one another, because love is from God. Proclaim God’s salvation to every 

generation. Remain in Jesus Christ, and like branches of a vine, draw your life from him. 

And may God the vine grower tend you and make you fruitful; 

May + Christ Jesus abide in you and give you life; 

And may the Holy Spirit cast out all fear and fill you with God’s love. 

A Amen. 

Dismissal 

L Go in peace. Share the Good News!  

Jesus Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

A Christ is risen indeed!  

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Postlude 
Please stay for a time of fellowship immediately following the service. 

Refreshments today are provided by Linda Edlund and Maren Baylaender. 

Come enjoy one another’s company and hear about all the opportunities for service and community! 

Serving in worship today… 

Presiding Minister ........................................................................................................................................................................................ Pr. Keith Fry 

Assisting Minister ........................................................................................................................................................................................ Linda Edlund 

Acolyte ............................................................................................................................................................................................................ Olivia Knohl 

Lector .....................................................................................................................................................................................................  Christine Imhoff 

Communion Minister .............................................................................................................................................................................. Caroline Nakic  

Organist ....................................................................................................................................................................................................... Laurie Stivers 

Table Preparation .................................................................................................................................................................................. Kathryn Skelton 

Communion Bread ..................................................................................................................................................................... Erik and Amy Shearer 

Ushers ..........................................................................................................................................................................................  Joe and Terri Simchak 



22 

 

 
 

  



23 

 

This Week’s Commemorations 

Catherine of Siena, theologian, d. 1380 

Sunday, April 29, 2018 

This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to receive the title “Doctor [teacher] of the 

Church.” Catherine was a Dominican sister known for her mystical visions as well as her work on behalf 

of people who were poor and imprisoned. 

Philip and James, Apostles 

Tuesday, May 1, 2018 

Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to "come and see." He later responded 

to an Ethiopian official’s request for teaching and baptism. Little is known of James, the son of Alphaeus, 

called “the Less” to distinguish him from another apostle named James. 

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, d. 373 

Wednesday, May 2, 2018 

Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against those who taught 

otherwise, Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time of the Council of Nicea. He was 

banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright views. 

Monica, mother of Augustine, d. 387 

Friday, May 4, 2018 

Monica was married to a pagan husband who was ill-tempered and unfaithful, but whom she helped 

bring into the Christian faith. She repeated the influence on her son Augustine, who went on to become 

one of the greatest church teachers. 
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Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Preface and Benediction adapted from laughingbird.net. 
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Growing Fruit 

What is your strategy for living a fruitful life? Keep busy! Stay active! Make a to-do list! Watch another 

TED talk! Read another book! Get to the gym, to the store, to the school to pick up the kids! Take a 

multivitamin! Buy the latest gadgets and download the latest apps! All this will surely keep you on 

track so that you will bear fruit in your life. 

Do these strategies line up with God’s desire for us? Today Jesus sums up God’s strategy for our 

fruit-bearing in one word: abide. Jesus uses this word eight times (perhaps once for each day of the 

week plus one for good measure?). Maybe he knows how difficult it is for some of his followers 

to be instead of do. 

Jesus says the way of fruitfulness is for branches (us) to abide in the vine (him). This way seems to 

contradict our preferred strategies for growth. Rather than depending on constant movement, this 

fruitfulness is the result of being planted in God. Rather than living our lives behind isolating screens 

and walls, abundant growth is born out of connectedness with God and others. Fruit comes from 

dwelling, not doing. This fruit is the result of reliance and interdependence on the vine, not 

exhausting efforts at control over our own fruitfulness. 

The fruit we produce is not the result of our doing but of God’s doing in us. This is why we worship: 

to abide in God, to be replanted by the water of life, and to be repotted at a table that nourishes. 

Abiding in the vine with Christ’s vitality flowing through us, our fruit grows. 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Thursday, May 3   Daytime Quilting 10:00 AM 

 Sunday, May 6   Café Immanuel 9:00 AM 

 

     

Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership 
The Rev. Keith Fry ................................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor 

Sara Krentz................................................................................................................................................................. Congregation Council President 

James Morehead ………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………….. Music Director 

Greg Hummel ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Organist 

Laurie Stivers ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Associate Organist 

Kristen Wood ................................................................................................................................................................................. Parish Administrator 

 

 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.  

We’ve been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888! 


