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Welcome!

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.
We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and
gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.
We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.

We're glad God has called you here today! If you're a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastor or assisting
minister. If you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest card from the pew, and we'll be happy
to send information on how you can get involved at Immanuel.

Facilities

e  Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue. You may park in the lot at any
time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, see the
church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass. On Sundays, additional parking is available across

the street at the Holiday Inn or in Lot 6 on Lake St. across from the Police and Fire Headquarters. Parking
meters are free on Sunday!

e The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door.

e Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near the
elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by the
elevator.

e Welove having children in worship! There is a nursery and changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed,
located downstairs. There are also changing tables in both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher
will be happy to direct you.

e Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment.

e  Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “lImmanuel,” password “allarewelcome”.
Please use the Internet responsibly!

About Our Worship

Our Sunday worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.
It has a familiar form each week, but the content changes for each service according to a calendar shared with many
other Christians. Our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is organized so that page numbers for the liturgy are in the
front part of the book, while hymn numbers are in the second part. The liturgy and hymns are printed in this bulletin,
but page numbers are provided for those who wish to follow along in the hymnal.

Receiving Holy Communion

We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal, because Christ himself invites you! At the direction of the
usher, come forward if you are able, and join the line. Receive the bread in the palm of your hand. (Gluten-free
wafers are available. Please indicate to the pastor if you need that.) You may eat it immediately, then take the silver
chalice and drink from it or, if you prefer, you may dip your bread in the wine in the ceramic cup, and then consume
it. Return to your place via the side aisles after you have communed. If you need to have Communion brought to
you, please sit on the aisle, and let either the pastor or an usher know before the service that you would like to
commune at your seat. If you desire a blessing but not the sacrament, you are invited to come forward with
everyone else and fold your arms over your chest to indicate this.



Gathering: The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God ...

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of his
transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears
the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the same words naming him God'’s beloved
son. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who
created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God'’s glory in Jesus
has enlightened us through baptism and shines in us also for others to see.

P: Presiding Minister  L: Leader/Assisting Minister ~ R: Reader ~A: Assembly
+ All may make the sign of the cross.

Pre-Service Music “Intermezzo Opus 118 No. 2" Johannes Brahms

Confession and Forgiveness

p
A

P

Blessed be the + holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.

Let us pray. God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin,
receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ.

By grace you have been saved.

In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

A Amen.



Gathering Song

“Jesus on the Mountain Peak”
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Greeting

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A And also with you!
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Kyrie

Inpeace,letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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Canticle of Praise Hymnal, p. 99
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Prayer of the Day

P Let us pray. Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop
into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

A Amen.
The Assembly is seated.

Welcome and Announcements



Word: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song ...

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures 2 Kings 2:1-12

R

A reading from Second Kings.

"Now when the LorRD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha
were on their way from Gilgal. “Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far
as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So
they went down to Bethel. °“The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out to Elisha,
and said to him, “Do you know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And
he said, “Yes, | know; keep silent.”

“Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to Jericho.” But he said, “As
the LoRD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So they came to Jericho. *The
company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know
that today the LORD will take your master away from you?” And he answered, “Yes, | know; be
silent.”

®Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to the Jordan.” But he said,
“As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not leave you.” So the two of them went
on. 'Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them,
as they both were standing by the Jordan. éThen Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and
struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them
crossed on dry ground.

*When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what | may do for you, before | am
taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” "°He
responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as | am being taken from you, it
will be granted you; if not, it will not.” ""As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of fire
and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into
heaven. "’Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its
horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and tore them
in two pieces.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God!



Psalm 50:1-6 ELW Psalm Tone 10
The piano will play the tone, and then the refrain, and then the Assembly will sing the refrain through.
The right side of the Assembly sings lightface verses to the tone, and the left sings boldfaced verses.
All sing the refrain where indicated by “R.”

Tone:
0 1
(" A J I Il |
P—_— 1 d [7) i
”; o
Refrain
0 |
[ 1D [ 1 T | [ ]
| 4% b | (7] | — | IN [ | | | N |
J o o o
Out of Zi - on, per - fect in beau - ty,
0 1
D N I | |
ﬁ\_ b F > Py 1) | Il I l |
= | | | | 1 |
ANV e | I | = @ D 1 |
J I I v
God shines forth in glo - ry.

'The mighty one, God the ! Lorp, has spoken;

calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting.
’Out of Zion, perfect ! in its beauty,

God shines ! forth in glory. R

*0Our God will come and will | not keep silence;
with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm.
“God calls the heavens and the earth | from above
to witness the judgment ! of the people.
*"Gather before me my ! loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me and sealed ! it with sacrifice.”
°The heavens declare the rightness | of God’s cause,
foritis God | who is judge. R



Reading from the New Testament 2 Corinthians 4:3-6

R Areading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians.

R

Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. “In their case the god of this
world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. *For we do not proclaim ourselves; we
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for Jesus' sake. °For it is the God
who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

Word of God, word of life.

A Thanks be to God!

The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus.

Gospel Acclamation Hymnal, p. 102
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter-nal life.
Mark 9:2-9

This is the Good News of Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord!

“Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain
apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, “and his clothes became dazzling
white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. “And there appeared to them Elijah with
Moses, who were talking with Jesus. °Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be
here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” °He did not
know what to say, for they were terrified. ‘'Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from the
cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” #Suddenly when they
looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. °As they were coming
down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had seen, until after the
Son of Man had risen from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord.

A Praise to you, O Christ!

The Alleluia of the Gospel Acclamation is sung once again. The Assembly is then seated.



Sermon
A bell will chime to begin a time of silence for reflection.
When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands to respond to the Word.

Hymn of the Day “Beautiful Savior” Hymnal 838
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Installation of Congregation Council

11



Affirmation of Baptism and Reception of New Members

Today we welcome into official membership judy Kratochvil and Judy Veramendi.
In baptism...
People of God, do you promise to support and pray for Judy and Judy in their life in Christ?
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.
Let us welcome these sisters in Christ to full participation in this community of faith.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.

> » U O

The Nicene Creed

12

L With the whole Church, let us profess our faith.
A We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth,

of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the + resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Prayers of the People

L

Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our prayers
for the church, the world, and all people in need.

For the ministry of the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for congregations near and far,
and for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world. We pray for our bishops,
Elizabeth and Wayne, our pastor, Keith, our president, Sara, for our council, and for all those
you have called together in this place, that all might trust that the Reign of God has come near,
let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, seas and skies, and creatures seen and
unseen, that all may be guided by your Holy Spirit to be stewards of our earth, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For firefighters and police officers, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and corporate
executives, and leaders of governments, that through their insight and patience, peace and
justice prevail throughout the world, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

For all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially Serena Bernstein, Mid Carlson, Margaret
Carlson, Lynn Carson, Barb Engelsen, Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe, Dick Heisler, Judy Hokenson,
Arda Hovnanian, the Larson and Shearer families, Ron Laudert, Jim Rakowsky, George Shiff, Joe
Skelton, John and Doris Strom, and those we name now aloud or in our hearts [..J; that as
Christ was transfigured on the mountaintop, sickness will be turned into health, loneliness into
companionship, bereavement into consolation, and suffering into assurance, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

For companions who accompany us on our journeys through life, for this community of faith
that supports us, and for guidance during difficult times, that we might see the glory of God
revealed around us, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray?
The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited.

For all these things, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage,
remembering especially Cyril and Methodius, whom we commemorate this week, that their
lives of service and prayer might inspire us in our days, let us pray.

Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the sake of
the one through whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Peace

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
A And also with you.

Greet one another in the peace of the Risen Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar words.
If you prefer not to shake hands, you might raise your hand in a gesture of blessing
as you speak peace to your neighbors. After the Peace, all return to their seats.

Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ ...

Offering An offering is gathered for doing God'’s mission, including the care of those in need.

Offering Music “O Nata Lux” Morten Lauridsen

“O Light born of Light, Jesus, redeemer of the world,
with loving-kindness deign to receive suppliant praise and prayer.

Thou who once deigned to be clothed in flesh for the sake of the lost,
grant us to be members of thy blessed body.”

Presentation of the Gifts “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” (w. 3 and 4 only) Hymnal 490
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“Al - le - lu-ia! Al-le-lu - ia! Al - le - lu - ia, Lord Most High!”
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Offering Prayer

L
A

Let us pray.

Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring,

ourselves, our time, and our possessions.

Through this meal unite us as your body,

shining with the light of your justice and mercy;

for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving

Dialogu
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The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for your transfiguring light has
overcome us and is restoring within us the image of your glory, making us children of light.
When you created the universe you said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” and the heavens lit
up in testimony to your justice and creative power. Through the law and prophets your light
has shone forth, and your Word has never fallen silent.

On a high mountain you pulled back the veil of heaven and, as Moses and Elijah passed on
their mantles to the one in whom your saving Word is fulfilled, you allowed the incomparable
glory of your Son to be seen by his terrified disciples. He was killed by the powers of darkness,
but he burst forth with light as you raised him from the dead. Then you sent the winds of
heaven upon us with an extravagant outpouring of your Holy Spirit.

Therefore, with hearts full of gratitude, we sing joyfully, giving thanks to you, our Father, at all
times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We join our voices with Cyril and
Methodius, and with all your holy ones of all times and places. With earth and all its creatures,
with sun, moon, and stars, with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
Name, and join their unending hymn:
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Holy, Holy, Holy
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pow-er and might,

heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho-
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est

Thanksgiving at the Table
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P

Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father:
Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign.
You have filled all creation with light and life;
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age:

the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt,

the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets;
and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son,

who proclaimed the good news in word and deed

and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Hymnal, p. 108



For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is r1is - en. Christ will come a - gain.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup

we remember the life our Lord offered for us.
And, believing the witness of his resurrection,
we await his coming in power

to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit,

that we who share in Christ's body and blood

may live to the praise of your glory

and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place,
and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest
until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
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The Lord's Prayer

P

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation

L We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
Come! Be filled with light and life!
A Thanks be to God!

Distribution of Holy Communion

The Assembly is seated. Please come forward as the ushers direct, and as you are able.
See the inside front cover for instructions concerning Holy Communion.

Communion Song “Lamb of God"
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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way the sin  of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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Communion Hymn “Christ, Be Our Light”  Hymnal 715
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1 Long-ing for light, we wait in dark-ness. Long-ing for
2 Long-ing for peace, our world is  trou-bled. Long-ing for
3 Long-ing for food, man -y are hun-gry. Long-ing for
4 Long-ing for  shel-ter, man -y are home-less. Long-ing for
5 Man -y the gifts, man -y the peo - ple, man -y the
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truth, we turn to you. Make us your own,
hope, man -y de - spair Your word a - lone
wa - ter, man -y still thirst. Make us  your  bread,
warmth, man - y  are cold. Make us  your build - ing,
hearts that yearn to  be - long. Let us be ser - vants
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your ho - ly peo-ple, light for the world to see.
has pow’r to save us. Make us your liv - ing voice.
bro -ken for oth-ers, shared un - til all are fed.
shel -ter - ing oth-ers, walls made of liv - ing stone.
to one an - oth - er, signs of your king - dom  come.
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church gath -ered to - day.

Blessing after Communi

The Assembly stands when directed by the Presiding Minister.

ion

P The body and blood of our + Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

A Amen.
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Post-Communion Canticle “Now, Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace”
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Now, Lord,  you let your ser-vant go in peace: your word has been ful -
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sight of ev-'ry peo-ple: a light to re-veal you to the na - tions
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Now, Lord, you let your ser - vant go in peace.

Prayer after Communion

L Letus pray. O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food.
You are our dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we might tell
the story of your never-ending love and sing your praise both now and forever.

A Amen.

This Week’s Commemorations

Cyril, monk, d. 869; Methodius, bishop, d. 885; missionaries to the Slavs

Wednesday, February 14, 2018

These two brothers from Thessalonika, Greece, were monks and were sent to bring Christianity to the
Slavic people. In the course of their work they created a written language, inventing the Cyrillic alphabet
for it, and translated the Bible and the liturgy.

CREDITS: Liturgy texts and music from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32867. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Preface and Benediction adapted from laughingbird.net.
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Sending: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world ...

Sending of Communion

P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed
Elijah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with
those who are sick or homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who
will receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the
body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

A Amen.

Farewell to “Alleluia”

Sending Song “Alleluia, Song of Gladness” (printed on following page) Hymnal 668

Please turn as the cross passes you to face the doors through which you will be sent out in mission.

Blessing

P Go now, and speak of what you have seen of God's glory. Do not cling to the holy moments
when heaven overshadows you, but as the Lord lives, listen to Christ and follow him from the
places of revelation to the places of mission.

And may God shine the light of glory into your hearts.

May + Christ Jesus be with you and never leave you.

And may the Holy Spirit renew the image of God within you.
A Amen.

Dismissal

L Goin peace. Live as children of light!
A Thanks be to God!

Postlude

Please stay for a time of fellowship immediately following the service in Fellowship Hall.
Refreshments today are provided by the Hummel and Knohl families.
Come enjoy one another’s company, and hear about all the opportunities for service and community!

Serving in worship today...

PrESIAING IMINMISTET ..ttt etttk et et s ket s s s bbbt b et bt a bbb bbbt a bt tnesebesaes Pr. Keith Fry
Assisting Minister . ...Linda Edlund
AACOIYER ottt bR 4R bR b kAR E R ekt E bbbkttt bttt ene Chris Djuric
[T (o OO Steve Warner
COMMUINION MINISEEI ..ottt bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbb bbbt ... Kit McCarthy
OFBANIST vttt bbbt b bbbt h bbb bbbt b bbbttt Greg Hummel
TADIE PrEP@ratioN c..cucvuceieeeriieieicieeeree ettt et s s sttt ...Kathryn Skelton
COMIMUINION BIrEAT ...cueiieiiriiacietticie sttt ettt sttt s ettt a b et s s bbbt se bbbt b bbbt a et e e st bt etnens TBA
Ushers Terri and Joe Simchak
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Alleluia, Song of Gladness
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1 Al-le - lu - ia, song of glad - ness, voice of joy that can-not die;
2 Al-le - lu - ia you are sound - ing, true Je -ru - sa - lem and free;
3 Al-le - lu - ia can-not al - ways be our song while here be - low;
4 In our hymns we pray with long - ing: Grant us, bless-ed Trin-i - ty,
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al-le -1u-ia is the an-them ev - er dear to choirson high;

al -le - lu -ia, joy-ful moth-er, bring us to your ju - bi- lee;
al -le -1lu -ia  our trans-gres-sions make us for a  while for - go;
at the last to  keep glad Eas-ter with the faith-ful saints on high;
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in the house of God a - bid-ing thus they sing e - ter - nal - ly.
here by Bab -y - lon’s sad wa-ters mourn-ing ex-iles still are we.

for the sol-emn time is com-ing when our tears for sin shall flow.
there to you for - ev - er sing-ing al - le - lu-ia joy-ful - ly.
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Text: Latin hymn, 11th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880
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Listening in the Fog

It's an astounding scene: Jesus on the mountain with Peter, James, and John. Elijah and Moses
appear. Jesus' appearance is transformed. This is not an ordinary day with Jesus! Then the cloud fogs
everything up—which is perhaps more similar to our experience of faith than beholding Jesus in all
his glory.

A voice is heard in the fog: “This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!” (Mark 9:7). Apparently they
had not been listening to him. Jesus had been teaching that he would be rejected, suffer, die, and on
the third day be raised. Jesus had been telling the disciples that following him meant denying
themselves, taking up their cross, and losing their lives for the sake of the good news. No, they didn't
want to hear this. They wouldn't listen.

We often want a faith that is all sunshine and clarity. We often want a life that is a straightforward
path with no confusion, stumbling, or sacrifice. But most of the time we are walking in the fog of
uncertainty and in a cloud of confusion. Life is not easy or clear, and neither is following Jesus and
living by faith in the gospel. The transfiguration shows Jesus’ disciples that he really is the one, and
his way really is God's way. Elijah and Moses affirm by their appearance thatJesus is the continuation
of God's plan.

Listen to him! Jesus’ way of selfless love is the path to life for all. Listen to him! Even though life feels
like a fog, God is with us on the journey. Listen to him! There is glory hidden among us all through
our trials and sacrifices, the glory of the crucified Christ with us. Listen to him! The voice comes in
the fog and says Jesus is the way and walks the way of the cross with us until the fog of this life
becomes the clarity of the kingdom of justice and mercy for all.

Upcoming Events

Wednesday, February 14 Ash Wednesday Service, 12:00 noon and 7:00 PM
Sunday, February 18 Congregation Council 12:30 PM
Wednesday, February 21 Three Crowns Service 11:00 PM
Choir Practice 7:30 PM
Friday, February 23 Evening Quilting 7:00 PM
Saturday, February 24 Farmer's Market 8:30 AM-1:00 PM

Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership

THE REV. KEILN FIY oottt ettt skt bbb a bt bbbt b Rtk b e bt se bt ennenes Pastor
Sara Krentz .Congregation Council President
JAMES MOIENEAM .....eveviiiiteeee et e b bbbt ans oot et b e s ere et neteane Music Director
GIEE HUMIMEN ..ttt bbbt bbbt 4 bbb R bbb ket e bt et bbb s b et e st eene Organist

Laurie Stivers

....Associate Organist

KIISTEN WOOM ...ttt ettt ettt A st s At Attt ARt s At A et a e Attt aea ettt et et e e nenen Parish Administrator

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.
We've been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888!
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