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Welcome! 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.   
We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and  

gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.  
We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.  

We’re glad God has called you here today! If you’re a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastor or assisting minister.  If 
you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest card from the pew, and we’ll be happy to send information on 
how you can get involved at Immanuel. 

Facilities 

 Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue.  You may park in the lot at any time, whether 
for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, see the church office at the Lake St. 
entrance to get a parking pass.  On Sundays, additional parking is available across the street at the Holiday Inn or in Lot 6 
on Lake St. across from the Police and Fire Headquarters. Parking meters are free on Sunday! 

 The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door.  

 Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near the elevator on both 
upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by the elevator. 

 We love having children in worship!  There is a nursery and changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed, located 
downstairs.  There are also changing tables in both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher will be happy to direct 
you. 

 Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment. 

 Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “Immanuel,” password “allarewelcome”.  Please use the 
Internet responsibly! 

About Our Worship 

Our Sunday worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  It has a familiar 
form each week, but the content changes for each service according to a calendar shared with many other Christians. Our hymnal, 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is organized so that page numbers for the liturgy are in the front part of the book, while hymn numbers 
are in the second part.  The liturgy and hymns are printed in this bulletin, but page numbers are provided for those who wish to follow 
along in the hymnal.  

Receiving Holy Communion 

We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal, because Christ himself invites you!  At the direction of the usher, come 
forward and kneel at the altar rail, if you are able, beginning at the ends of the rail closest to the front wall, filling in toward the 
center. (If you cannot kneel, standing is fine!) Receive the bread in the palm of your hand.  You may eat it immediately, then 
take the silver chalice and drink from it or, if you prefer, hold the bread and dip it in the ceramic chalice and then eat the 
moistened bread.  Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please indicate to the pastor if you need that. Return to your place via the 
side aisles after you have communed.  If you need to have Communion brought to you, please sit on the aisle, and let either the 
pastor or an usher know before the service that you would like to commune at your seat.  If you desire a blessing but not the 
sacrament, you are invited to come forward with everyone else and fold your arms over your chest to indicate this. 
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Gathering: The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God … 

 
 

 

 

 

P: Presiding Minister    L: Leader/Assisting Minister     R: Reader    A: Assembly   
+   All may make the sign of the cross.    

Pre-Service Music Selections from Bach and Buxtehude’s mature master works 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P  Blessed be the + holy Trinity, one God, 
who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 

A Amen. 

P Let us pray. God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 Most merciful God, 
A we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,  
 by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
 we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,  

 so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways,  
 to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ.  

 By grace you have been saved.  
In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  

 Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
 that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
A Amen. 

  

In Isaiah it is the one God who sits above the earth and numbers the stars—it is that God who 
strengthens the powerless. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the hand of the creator God, lifting 
up the sick woman to health and service (diakonia). Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted 
up to health and diakonia. Following Jesus, we strengthen the powerless; like Jesus, we seek 
to renew our own strength in quiet times of prayer. 
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Gathering Song “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”    ELW 858 
Please turn to face the doors. You may reverence the cross as it passes you. 

 
Greeting    

P     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
A     And also with you! 

Kyrie Hymnal, p. 98 
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Canticle of Praise Hymnal, p. 99 
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[cont.] 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the faint. Make us agents of your 
healing and wholeness, that your good news may be made known to the ends of your creation, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A Amen. 

The Assembly is seated. 

Welcome and Announcements 
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Word: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song … 
 

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Isaiah 40:21–31 

R A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
21Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
 Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
22It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
 and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
 and spreads them like a tent to live in; 
23who brings princes to naught, 
 and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing. 
24Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
 scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows upon them, and they wither, 
 and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
25To whom then will you compare me, 
 or who is my equal? says the Holy One. 
26Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these? 
He who brings out their host and numbers them, calling them all by name; 
 because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing. 
27Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, 
 “My way is hidden from the LORD, 
 and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
28Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
 The LORD is the everlasting God, 
 the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
 his understanding is unsearchable. 
29He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless. 
30Even youths will faint and be weary, 
 and the young will fall exhausted; 
31but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 
 they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
they shall run and not be weary, 
 they shall walk and not faint. 

R Word of God, word of life. 
A Thanks be to God! 

Psalm 147:1–11, 20c ELW Psalm Tone 6 
The organ will play the tone, and then the refrain, and then the Assembly will sing the refrain through. 

The right side of the Assembly sings lightface verses to the tone, and the left sings boldfaced verses. 
All sing the refrain where indicated by “R.” 

Tone: 

 

Refrain: 

 
1Hallelujah! How good it is to sing praises | to our God! 
 How pleasant it is to honor | God with praise! 
2The LORD re- | builds Jerusalem, 
  and gathers the ex- | iles of Israel. 
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3The LORD heals the | brokenhearted 
 and binds | up their wounds. 
4The LORD counts the number | of the stars 
 and calls them all | by their names.    R 
5Great is our LORD and might- | y in power; 
 there is no limit | to God’s wisdom. 
6The LORD lifts | up the lowly, 
 but casts the wicked | to the ground. 
7Sing to the LORD| with thanksgiving; 
 make music upon the harp | to our God, 
8who covers the heav- | ens with clouds 
 and prepares rain for the earth, making grass to grow up- | on the mountains.   R 
9God provides food | for the cattle 
 and for the young ravens | when they cry. 
10God is not impressed by the might | of a horse, 
 and has no pleasure in the speed | of a runner, 
11but finds pleasure in those who | fear the LORD, 
 in those who await God’s steadfast love. 20c| Hallelujah!    R 
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Reading from the New Testament  1 Corinthians 9:16–23 

R A reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians. 
16If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on me, and woe to 
me if I do not proclaim the gospel! 17For if I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, 
I am entrusted with a commission. 18What then is my reward? Just this: that in my proclamation I may make 
the gospel free of charge, so as not to make full use of my rights in the gospel. 
  19For though I am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I might win more of 
them. 20To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I became as one under 
the law (though I myself am not under the law) so that I might win those under the law. 21To those outside 
the law I became as one outside the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so 
that I might win those outside the law. 22To the weak I became weak, so that I might win the weak. I have 
become all things to all people, that I might by all means save some. 23I do it all for the sake of the gospel, 
so that I may share in its blessings. 

       R     Word of God, word of life. 
A Thanks be to God! 

The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus. 
Gospel Acclamation Hymnal, p. 102 
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Gospel Mark 1:29–39 

P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
A Glory to you, O Lord! 

29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at 
once. 31He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve 
them. 
 32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. 33And the 
whole city was gathered around the door. 34And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and 
cast out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 
 35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a deserted place, and there he 
prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted for him. 37When they found him, they said to him, 
“Everyone is searching for you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may 
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, 
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting out demons. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
A Praise to you, O Christ! 

The Alleluia of the Gospel Acclamation is sung once again. 
The Assembly is then seated. 

Sermon 
A bell will chime to begin a time of silence for reflection.  

When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands to respond to the Word. 
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Hymn of the Day “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”   Hymnal 843 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

L Let us profess the faith of the Church. 
A I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  Creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead.     
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead.   
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  + the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

L Confident that God our light and our salvation hears us when we pray, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
the world, and all people in need. 

L For the church, its pastors, deacons, musicians, artists, teachers, seminarians, and all proclaimers of the 
gospel, that your gift of steadfast love and mercy will spread throughout the world. For our bishops, Elizabeth 
and Wayne, our pastor, Keith, our president, Sara, for our council, and for all those you have called together 
in this place, that all might trust that the kingdom of God has come near, let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

L For the earth and all living creatures, for those preparing fields for planting, and for favorable weather, that 
all of us who care for this life will find voice to help creation thrive, let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

L For all rulers of the earth in local, regional, national, and international offices, and those without the power 
of official office, that they will be given the courage to work for the protection of all people and act as servants 
of all, let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 
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L For all who suffer this day: the sick and wounded, the grieving and brokenhearted, the hungry and exploited, 
those with influenza or malaria or HIV, and all who need our prayers, especially Serena Bernstein, Mid 
Carlson, Margaret Carlson, Lynn Carson, Barb Engelsen, Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe, Dick Heisler, Judy 
Hokenson, Arda Hovnanian, the Larson and Shearer families, Ron Laudert, Jim Rakowsky, George Shiff, Joe 
Skelton, John and Doris Strom, and those we name now aloud or in our hearts […]; that they will be consoled 
and healed by health care workers, counselors, family, and friends, let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

L For those who gather in fellowship and festivities, for the ministries of this congregation in our community 
and throughout the world, that in all our service we see ourselves centered around Christ, let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

L And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray? 

The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited. 

L For all these things, let us pray. 
A Have mercy, O God. 

L In thanksgiving for those who have died in the faith and now sing praises around the throne of God, 
remembering especially the Blessed Martyrs of Japan, and that we be assured of the promise of everlasting 
life, let us pray. 

A Have mercy, O God. 

P Merciful God, you hear our prayers even before we speak them. Receive them for the sake of the one through 
whom you have revealed your goodness, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A Amen. 

Peace 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A And also with you. 

Greet one another in the peace of the Risen Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar words.  
If you prefer not to shake hands, you might raise your hand in a gesture of blessing 

as you speak peace to your neighbors. After the Peace, all return to their seats. 
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Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ … 

 
Offering           An offering is gathered for doing God’s mission, including the care of those in need. 

Offering Music “The Mighty One”      Tom Fettke 

Presentation of the Gifts “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”   (vv. 1 and 2 only)  Hymnal 490   

  
Offering Prayer 

L  Let us pray.  
A  Merciful God, receive the gifts we bring,  
 ourselves, our time, and our possessions. 

Through this meal unite us as your body,  
shining with the light of your justice and mercy; 
for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

Dialogue                             

P  The Lord be with you. 
A  And also with you. 
P  Lift up your hearts. 
A We lift them to the Lord. 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
A  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface      

P  It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for you strengthen the powerless 
and renew those who wait for you in trust. You are the Creator of the earth who stretched out the sky like a 
curtain and sent down rain, clothing the mountains in green. You gathered your people from exile, healing 
the brokenhearted and binding their wounds. 

You came among us, as one of us, in your child Jesus, the Anointed One, sharing our weakness in order to 
save us. Healing the sick and casting out demonic powers, he proclaimed your mercy and peace. Turning his 
back on the acclaim of the crowds, he faithfully followed your call all the way to death on a cross. You raised 
him up and promised that all who trust in him 
will rise up with wings like eagles and run the race without ever growing weary. 

 Therefore, with hearts full of gratitude, we sing joyfully, giving thanks to you, our Father, at all times and 
for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We join our voices with the Blessed Martyrs of Japan, 
and with all your holy ones of all times and places. With earth and all its creatures, with sun, moon, and 
stars, with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your Name, and join their unending 
hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy    Hymnal, p. 108 

  

Thanksgiving at the Table 

P Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: 
 Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
 You have filled all creation with light and life; 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: 
 the promise to Israel, the rescue from Egypt, 
 the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; 
 and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, 
 who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
 and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

  

P Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup 
 we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 
 And, believing the witness of his resurrection, 
 we await his coming in power 
 to share with us the great and promised feast. 
A Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, 
 that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 
 may live to the praise of your glory 
 and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.  
A Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

P Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, 
 and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest 
 until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 Through him, with him, in him, 
 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

  Your kingdom come, your will be done 
   on earth as in heaven. 
  Give us today our daily bread. 
  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation 

L We who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread. 
Come! Be filled with light and life! 

A Thanks be to God! 

Distribution of Holy Communion  
The Assembly is seated. Please come forward as the ushers direct, and as you are able.  

Please kneel around the altar rail, as you are able, beginning at the wall and coming toward the center. 
See the inside front cover for instructions concerning Holy Communion. 

Communion Song “O Lamb of God”     Hymnal p. 112 
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Communion Hymn “On Eagle’s Wings”       Hymnal 787 

 

[cont.]  
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The Assembly stands when directed by the Presiding Minister. 

Blessing after Communion 

P The body and blood of our + Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  
 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
A Amen. 
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Post-Communion Canticle   “Now, Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace”   

 

Prayer after Communion 

L Let us pray. O Morning Star, fair and bright, you have refreshed us again with heavenly food. You are our 
dearest treasure. Go with us now—today, tomorrow, every day—that we might tell the story of your never-
ending love and sing your praise both now and forever. 

A Amen. 
 

 
This Week’s Commemorations 

The Martyrs of Japan, d. 1597  
Monday, February 5, 2018 
Christianity was brought to Japan in the sixteenth century by Jesuit and Franciscan missionaries. The religion was 
suppressed, however, and in 1597 twenty-six missionaries and converts were crucified. Nevertheless, Christianity 
survived and later prospered. 

 

CREDITS: Liturgy texts and music from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies 
Annual License #32867. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Preface and Benediction adapted from laughingbird.net. 
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Sending: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world … 

 
Sending of Communion 

P Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with 
heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who are sick or 
homebound. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will receive this sacrament, and give 
us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

A Amen. 

Sending Song  “Arise, Your Light Has Come!”   (printed on following page)    Hymnal 314 

Please turn as the cross passes you to face the doors through which you will be sent out in mission. 
Blessing 

P Go now, and trust in God’s mercy for your strength. Proclaim the good news wherever God calls you, and 
do not set yourselves apart from others, but be all things to all people for the sake of the gospel. 

And may God give you the strength and freedom of an eagle. 
May + Christ Jesus be the bread that nourishes and renews you. 
And may the Holy Spirit be the rising wind beneath your wings. 

A Amen. 

Dismissal 

L Go in peace. Live as children of light! 
A Thanks be to God! 

Postlude 
Please stay for a time of fellowship immediately following the service in Fellowship Hall.  

Refreshments today are provided by Hal and Melisa Larson in celebration of Hal's birthday 
Come enjoy one another’s company, and hear about all the opportunities for service and community! 

 

Serving in worship today… 

Presiding Minister ................................................................................................................................ Pr. Keith Fry 
Assisting Minister ........................................................................................................................... Kathryn Skelton 
Acolyte ................................................................................................................................................. Tyler Knohl 
Lector .................................................................................................................................................. Susan Ross  
Communion Minister ...........................................................................................................................Terri Hummel  
Organist ........................................................................................................................................... Greg Hummel 
Table Preparation ............................................................................................................................................ TBA 
Communion Bread ................................................................................................................................ Audrey Moy 
Ushers ...................................................................................................................... Steve Warner & Jim Rakowsky 
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Upcoming Events 

 Saturday, February 10 Farmers’ Market 8:30 AM–1:00 PM 

 Sunday, February 11  Adult Spiritual Formation 9:00  AM 
     “Shrove Sunday” Coffee Hour 12:00 noon 

 Wednesday, February 14 Ash Wednesday Services, 12:00 noon and 7:00 PM 

Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership 
The Rev. Keith Fry ........................................................................................................................................ Pastor 
Sara Krentz .............................................................................................................. Congregation Council President 

James Morehead ………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………….. Music Director 
Greg Hummel ........................................................................................................................................... Organist 
Laurie Stivers ............................................................................................................................. Associate Organist 
Kristen Wood ........................................................................................................................... Parish Administrator 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.  
We’ve been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888! 


