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Welcome! 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.   

We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and  

gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.  

We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.  

We’re glad God has called you here today! If you’re a guest, please feel free to introduce yourself to our pastor or assisting 

minister.  If you would, sign the guest book in the Gathering Area or fill in a guest card from the pew, and we’ll be happy 

to send information on how you can get involved at Immanuel. 

Facilities 

• Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue.  You may park in the lot at any 

time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, see the 

church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass.  On Sundays, additional parking is available across 

the street at the Holiday Inn or in Lot 6 on Lake St. across from the Police and Fire Headquarters. Parking 

meters are free on Sunday! 

• The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door.  

• Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near the 

elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by the 

elevator. 

• We love having children in worship!  There is a nursery and changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed, 

located downstairs.  There are also changing tables in both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher 

will be happy to direct you. 

• Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment. 

• Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “Immanuel,” password “allarewelcome”.  

Please use the Internet responsibly! 

About Our Worship 

Our Sunday worship is organized around the proclamation of the Word of God and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.  

It has a familiar form each week, but the content changes for each service according to a calendar shared with many 

other Christians. Our hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship, is organized so that page numbers for the liturgy are in the 

front part of the book, while hymn numbers are in the second part.  The liturgy and hymns are printed in this bulletin, 

but page numbers are provided for those who wish to follow along in the hymnal.  

Receiving Holy Communion 

We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal, because Christ himself invites you!  At the direction of the 

usher, come forward and kneel at the altar rail, if you are able, beginning at the ends of the rail closest to the front 

wall, filling in toward the center. (If you cannot kneel, standing is fine!) Receive the bread in the palm of your hand.  

You may eat it immediately, then take the silver chalice and drink from it or, if you prefer, hold the bread and dip it 

in the ceramic chalice and then eat the moistened bread.  Gluten-free wafers are available.  Please indicate to the 

pastor if you need that. Return to your place via the side aisles after you have communed.  If you need to have 

Communion brought to you, please sit on the aisle, and let either the pastor or an usher know before the service 

that you would like to commune at your seat.  If you desire a blessing but not the sacrament, you are invited to 

come forward with everyone else and fold your arms over your chest to indicate this.  
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Gathering: The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P: Presiding Minister    L: Leader/Assisting Minister     R: Reader    A: Assembly   

+   All may make the sign of the cross.    

Pre-Service Music Selections from mature master works of Franck and Bach 

Confession and Forgiveness 

P  Blessed be the + holy Trinity,  

the one who fashions us,  

the one who heals us, 

the one who reforms us again and again. 

A Amen. 

P Let us confess our sin, calling for God's transforming power. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P Source of all life, 

A we confess that we have not allowed your grace to set us free. 

We fear that we are not good enough. 

We hear your word of love freely given to us, yet we expect others to earn it. 

We turn the church inward, rather than moving it outward. 

Forgive us. Stir us. 

Reform us to be a church powered by love, 

willing to speak for what is right, act for what is just, 

and seek the healing of your whole creation. Amen. 

P God hears our cry and sends the Spirit to change us 

and to empower our lives in the world. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

God’s love is unconditional, and we are raised up as God’s people 

who will always be made new, in the name of + Jesus Christ. 

A Amen. 

  

Our readings during November speak of the end times. Zephaniah proclaims that the coming “Day of the Lord" 

will be filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like a thief in the night and urges us to be awake 

and sober. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use our gifts, while we still have time, for the 

greater and common good. In a world filled with violence and despair, we gather around signs of hope—word, 

water, bread and wine—eager to welcome the good news of Christ’s coming among us. 
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Gathering Song “Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand”     Hymnal 441 
Please turn to face the doors. You may reverence the cross as it passes you. 

Greeting    

P     The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

A     And also with you! 
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Kyrie Hymnal, p. 98 

 [cont.] 
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Canticle Hymnal, p. 99 

[cont.] 
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Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and all its peoples, and 

you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with justice and wisdom, and prepare us 

for the joy of the day of your coming, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A Amen. 

Welcome and Announcements 

The Assembly is seated. 
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Word: God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song … 
 

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Zephaniah 1:7, 12–18 

R A reading from the Prophet Zephaniah. 

7Be silent before the Lord GOD! 

 For the day of the LORD is at hand; 

 the LORD has prepared a sacrifice, he has consecrated his guests. 

12At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

 and I will punish the people who rest complacently on their dregs, 

 those who say in their hearts, 

 “The LORD will not do good, nor will he do harm.” 
13Their wealth shall be plundered, and their houses laid waste. 

Though they build houses, they shall not inhabit them; 

though they plant vineyards, they shall not drink wine from them. 

14The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; 

the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter, the warrior cries aloud there. 
15That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, 

a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and thick darkness, 
16a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities 

 and against the lofty battlements. 

17I will bring such distress upon people that they shall walk like the blind; 

because they have sinned against the LORD, 

 their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. 

18Neither their silver nor their gold 

 will be able to save them 

 on the day of the LORD’s wrath; 

in the fire of his passion 

 the whole earth shall be consumed; 

for a full, a terrible end he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth. 

       R      Word of God, word of life. 

A Thanks be to God! 
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Psalm 90:1–12 “O God Our Help in Ages Past”    Hymnal 632 
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Reading from the New Testament  1 Thessalonians 5:1–11 

R A reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians. 

 1Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 

anything written to you. 2For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will come 

like a thief in the night. 3When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction 

will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no 

escape! 4But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; 5for you 

are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. 6So then 

let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; 7for those who sleep 

sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let 

us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 

salvation. 9For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 10who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with 

him. 11Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing. 

       R     Word of God, word of life. 

A Thanks be to God! 

The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus. 

Gospel Acclamation Hymnal, p. 102 

 
  



11 

 

Gospel Matthew 25:14–30 

P This is the Good News of Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

A Glory to you, O Lord! 

 [Jesus said to the disciples:] 14“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves 

and entrusted his property to them; 15to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another 

one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. 16The one who had received the five 

talents went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. 17In the same way, 

the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 18But the one who had received the 

one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19After a long 

time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. 20Then the one who had 

received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you handed 

over to me five talents; see, I have made five more talents.’ 21His master said to him, ‘Well done, 

good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge 

of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’ 22And the one with the two talents also came 

forward, saying, ‘Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more 

talents.’ 23His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 

trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.’ 24Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, ‘Master, I 

knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did 

not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have 

what is yours.’ 26But his master replied, ‘You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I 

reap where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? 27Then you ought to have invested 

my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with 

interest. 28So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. 29For to all 

those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have 

nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 30As for this worthless slave, throw him into 

the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

A Praise to you, O Christ! 

The Alleluia of the Gospel Acclamation is sung once again. 

The Assembly is then seated. 

Sermon 
A bell will chime to begin a time of silence for reflection.  

When the bell sounds a second time, the Assembly stands to respond to the Word. 
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Hymn of the Day “Lord of Light”   Hymnal 688 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

L With the whole Church, let us profess our faith. 

A I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 

  he descended to the dead. 

  On the third day he rose again;  

  he ascended into heaven,  

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, 

  the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the + resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

L Welcoming God’s reign of righteousness and mercy, let us pray with people of every time and 

place. 

L We pray for the church. Enliven its witness in ecumenical ministries, feeding programs, and 

new ventures. We pray for our bishops, Elizabeth and Wayne, our pastor, Keith, our president, 

Kevin, for our council, and for all the baptized, that you might open our hearts to friendships 

that share faith, and open our mouths to share your good news. Lord, in your mercy, 

A hear our prayer. 

L We pray for parks and open spaces, for clean air and clear water. Help us protect places where 

we are reminded of your work in creation and find renewal. Lord, in your mercy, 

A hear our prayer. 

L We pray for those who have been and are still today enslaved, trafficked, or oppressed. Make 

clear the needs of those who are silenced by suffering, that we may listen and bring an end to 

exploitation. We pray also for the peace of the nations, remembering especially Zimbabwe. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

A hear our prayer. 
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L We pray for those who cry out for healing, hope, or help, and for those for whom we have 

promised to pray. We pray especially for Serena Bernstein, Mid Carlson, Margaret Carlson, 

Lynn Carson, Barb Engelsen, Bob Fried, Jennifer Grethe, Dick Heisler, Judy Hokenson, Arda 

Hovnanian, Bob Larson, Ron Laudert, Carol Rakowsky, George Shiff, Joe Skelton, John and Doris 

Strom, and those we name now aloud or in our hearts […].  Bring relief to caregivers and 

surround those who are lonely with your powerful presence. Lord, in your mercy,  

A hear our prayer. 

L We pray for this congregation and the talents and treasures each person brings. Bring new 

talents to blossom among us, as we encourage and build up one another. Lord, in your mercy, 

A hear our prayer. 

L And now, sisters and brothers, for what else shall we pray? 

The petitions and thanksgivings of the Assembly, silent or spoken aloud, are invited. 

L Lord, in your mercy, 

A hear our prayer. 

L Lord, our dwelling place in all generations, we remember with thanksgiving all who have died 

in you, and yet live, especially Clement of Rome, Miguel Agustín Pro, Justus Falckner, Jehu Jones, 

William Passavant, and Isaac Watts, whom we commemorate this week. Teach us to count our 

days as gifts from you. Lord, in your mercy, 

A hear our prayer. 

P Receive these prayers and the hopes and concerns of our hearts, O God, as we entrust into 

your loving care all for whom we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A Amen. 

Peace 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

A And also with you. 

Greet one another in the peace of the Risen Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar words.  

If you prefer not to shake hands, you might raise your hand in a gesture of blessing 

as you speak peace to your neighbors. After the Peace, all return to their seats. 
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Meal: God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ … 

 

Offering           An offering is gathered for doing God’s mission, including the care of those in need. 

Offering Music “Many Gifts, One Spirit”   Allen Pote 

Presentation of the Gifts “Come to the Table of Mercy”   
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Offering Prayer 

L  Let us pray.  

A  God of life, you give us these gifts of the earth, these resources of our life and our labor. 

Take them, offered in great thanksgiving, and use them to set a table that will heal the 

whole creation; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Light. Amen. 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Dialogue                             

P  The Lord be with you. 

A  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts. 

A We lift them to the Lord. 

P  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

A  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface      

P  It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, for you have destined us for 

salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. You created the earth and entrusted it into our hands. 

You called a people to be your own, and called them to paths of righteousness and justice. 

When your people failed to live justly, with no regard for the poor, your wrath was kindled, yet 

you never broke the covenant you had established with them. 

You have spoken to us through your child, Jesus, teaching us to look to you and trust in your 

kindness, and to be faithful stewards of your gifts. He was scorned and mocked and killed, but 

you raised him up. You have promised a day both of judgment and deliverance, when Christ 

will come as unexpectedly as a thief in the night, to reveal the children of light and gather into 

your kingdom of joy all who have been trustworthy with the gifts you have given. 

Therefore, with hearts full of gratitude, we sing joyfully, giving thanks to you, our Father, at all 

times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. We join our voices with Clement 

of Rome, Miguel Augustín Pro, Justus Falckner, William Passavant, Isaac Watts, and with all your 

holy ones of all times and places. With earth and all its creatures, with sun, moon, and stars, 

with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your Name, and join their 

unending hymn: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy    Hymnal, p. 108 

  

Thanksgiving at the Table 

P Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 

 The universe declares your praise: 

beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 

within each cell; with every breath. 

A We praise you, O God. 

P Generations bless your faithfulness: 

through the water; by night and day; 

across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 

A We bless you, O God. 

P We give you thanks for your dear Son: 

at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 

beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 

A We thank you, O God. 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

P Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, 

we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

P We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 

in our gathering; within this meal; 

among your people; throughout the world. 

Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 

by your Spirit, in your church, without end. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

  Your kingdom come, your will be done 

   on earth as in heaven. 

  Give us today our daily bread. 

  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

  now and forever.  Amen. 

The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation 

L Speak to us, Lord, in the breaking of the bread, 

 and make us one with you. 

A Thanks be to God! 

Distribution of Holy Communion  

The Assembly is seated. Please come forward as the ushers direct, and as you are able.  

Please kneel around the altar rail, as you are able, beginning at the wall and coming toward the center. 

See the inside front cover for instructions concerning Holy Communion. 
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Communion Song “O Lamb of God”     Hymnal p. 112 
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Communion Hymn “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”       Hymnal 693 

 

The Assembly stands when directed by the Presiding Minister. 
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Blessing after Communion 

P The body and blood of our + Lord and Savior Jesus Christ  

 strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

A Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle   “Now, Lord, You Let Your Servant Go in Peace”   

 

Prayer after Communion 

L Let us pray. Holy and compassionate God, in bread and wine you give us gifts that form us to 

be humble and courageous. May your words come to life in our serving and in our witness, 

that we might speak a living voice of healing and justice to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 

our rock and our redeemer. 

A Amen. 
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This Week’s Commemorations 

Clement, Bishop of Rome, d. around 100 

Thursday, November 23, 2017 

Clement was the third bishop of Rome. He is best remembered for a letter he wrote to the congregation 

in Corinth, still struggling with the same problems that led to Paul's letters to them. As did Paul, he 

focused on the need for love among Christians. 

Miguel Agustín Pro, martyr, d. 1927 

Thursday, November 23, 2017 

Pro grew up in a time when the Mexican revolutionaries accused the church of siding with the wealthy. 

He became a Jesuit priest, and worked on behalf of the poor and homeless. Falsely accused of throwing 

a bomb at a government official, he was executed, but not before crying out "Long live Christ the King!" 

Justus Falckner, d. 1723; Jehu Jones, d. 1852; William Passavant, d. 1894; pastors in North 

America 

Friday, November 24, 2017 

Not only was Falckner the first Lutheran ordained in North America, but he published a catechism which 

was the first Lutheran book published on the continent. Jones was the Lutheran church's first African 

American pastor and carried out missionary work in Philadelphia which led to the formation there of the 

first African American Lutheran congregation (St. Paul's). William Passavant helped to establish hospitals 

and orphanages in a number of cities and was the first to introduce deaconesses to the work of hospitals 

in the United States. 

Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, d. 1748 

Saturday, November 25, 2017 

Thought by many to be the greatest hymnwriter in the English language, Watts as a youth was critical of 

the quality of the metrical psalter of the time. He wrote about 600 hymns—many based on the psalms, 

but others that are not. 

 

CREDITS: Liturgy texts and music from SundaysandSeasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #32867. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Preface and Benediction adapted from laughingbird.net. 
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Sending: God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world … 

 

Sending of Communion 

P Let us pray. Compassionate God, as Jesus called disciples to follow him, bless those who go 

forth to share your Word and Sacrament with the sick and homebound of our congregation. 

May they be signs of our love and prayers, that through the sharing of the body and blood of 

Christ, all may know your grace and healing revealed in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

A Amen. 

Sending Song  “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”   (printed on following page)    Hymnal 815  

Please turn as the cross passes you to face the doors through which you will be sent out in mission. 

Blessing 

P Go now, and live as children of the light. Put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a 

helmet, the hope of salvation. Make the most of all God has given you and encourage one 

another in Christ. 

And may God’s hand be open to you in kindness; 

May + Christ Jesus welcome you into his joy; 

And may the Holy Spirit fill you with courage, vigilance and faithfulness. 

A Amen. 

Dismissal 

L Go in peace. Share the Good News! 

A Thanks be to God! 

Postlude 
Please stay for a time of fellowship immediately following the service in Fellowship Hall.  

Refreshments today are provided Jacques and Marlene Chatain. 

Come enjoy one another’s company, and hear about all the opportunities for service and community! 

 

 

Serving in worship today… 

Presiding Minister ........................................................................................................................................................................................ Pr. Keith Fry 

Assisting Minister ............................................................................................................................................................................................. Kim Miller 

Acolyte ............................................................................................................................................................................................................. Tyler Knohl 

Lector ...................................................................................................................................................................................................  Mary Ann Kearns 

Communion Minister .............................................................................................................................................................................. Caroline Nakic  

Organist ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Greg Hummel 

Table Preparation ............................................................................................................................................................................................ Kim MIller 

Communion Bread ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Linda Edlund 

Ushers ......................................................................................................................................................................................................... Terri Hummel 
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[cont.] 
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The Price of Worry 

It doesn’t take long before the effects of worry or stress are realized in the rhythm of daily life. The 

effects are often physical and personal, perhaps resulting in a lack of sleep or disruption in eating 

patterns. But worry can also be sensed collectively, for example, in a social group, community 

organization, or congregation. Worry can creep in when congregational giving is significantly behind 

budget. When a change in leadership results in members leaving. When things seem to be going all 

right but the youth aren’t really showing up to church anymore. Changes like these are opportunities 

for God to use the gifts God gives us, but worrying can skew our attention. We may fixate on our 

vulnerabilities and what is missing instead of seeing the potential for God’s provision. 

Jesus tells a story about a property owner who goes away for a while, leaving the servants in charge. 

The first two servants have no time to worry about what to do with the money left to them. Perhaps 

they see the master’s departure as an opportunity for their personal career advancement and are 

motivated to invest the money. Or maybe they are bold enough to make a decision because they 

know the master trusts them and they want to live in that trust. Whatever the motive, the servants 

are rewarded by being able to share in the master’s joy. If they had let worry get the best of them, it 

would have been far more difficult to enter into that joy. 

When worry gets in the way of experiencing the joy God desires for us, we would do well to turn our 

attention to practices that allow us to enter into that joy. Weekly worship with our faith community. 

Regular participation in holy communion. Prayer. Scripture study. Mutual conversation and 

listening. God has given us everything we need to live in trust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership 
The Rev. Keith Fry ................................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor 

Kevin McDaniel.......................................................................................................................................................... Congregation Council President 

James Morehead ………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………………………….. Music Director 

Greg Hummel ...................................................................................................................................................................................................... Organist 

Laurie Stivers ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Associate Organist 

Kristen Wood ................................................................................................................................................................................. Parish Administrator 

Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.  

We’ve been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888! 


